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—Alan Fishel Collection
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The Electric Railway Historical Association of
Southern California is a non-profit organiza-
tion in 1950 to promote the memory and
scholarship of the street railways and
Interurbans of Southern California.

Memberships: are $30 per year (U.S.) for
persons at U.S. address. Families may join
for $35 per year (U.S.) also at U.S.
addresses. Make checks payable to
“ERHA-SC”

Memberships can be paid at the monthly
meeting or mailed to:

ERHA-SC
1 World Trade Center
P.O. Box 32161
Long Beach, CA 90832-2161

Monthly meetings: are held the 3rd Friday
of every month in the Community Room of
the South Pasadena Library. Meetings fea-
ture the best in traction related programs
and are free to attend.
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east of the South Pasadena Gold Line Sta-
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California 90242 or to rtd1121@yahoo.com.
Please enclose a self addressed stamped en-
velope for returns. Submission are used at
the discretion of the editor and may be ed-
ited for space constraints. Items can also be
given to the editor at the monthly meetings.
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of Southern California - Reproduction of
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Ocean Park Car House 1901-2015

On December 11, 2015 the last buses pulled
into Los Angeles County Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (Metro) Division 6 on
Venice for the last time. Once the last bus
was in the agency officially closed the facil-
ity. This closure brought an end to 115 years
of transit operations in Venice.

In 1901 the Los Angeles Pacific open the
Ocean Park Carhouse at Sunset Avenue in
Venice. After the great merger of 1911 the
carhouse became part of the Pacific Electric
(PE). PE continued to operate cars out of the
this location until 1950 when the lines
served by Ocean Park were converted to
bus.

In 1950 the old carhouse was torn down to
make way for a new bus division. Work be-
gan on the new bus yard in late 1950 and
was completed in August 1951. The bus yard
opened with much fan fare in August of
1951. The bus yard served the PE and then
the successive companies, Metropolitan
Coach Lines (MCL), Los Angeles Metropolitan
Transit Authority (LAMTA), Southern Califor-
nia Rapid Transit District (SCRTD) and finally
Metro. While no specific reason was given
for the closure of the Division 6 there are
several speculations. Since the 1980s there
has been talk of replacing the small facility
with a new yard closer to LAX. It was also
one of the only bus yards in the system that
had not been extensively rebuilt and it was
the only yard that did not have Compressed
Natural Gas <CNG=> fueling capabilities. The
<CNG=> buses assigned to Division 6 had to
fuel at other divisions. TP

The map at right was drawn by Ray Young-

hans and appeared in Ira Swett’s Lines of

the Pacific Electric Interurbans Special 60 -
Southern and Western Districts
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Waiting to re-
turn to Los
Angeles is PE
959 parked on
the west side
i of the carhouse
in the late
1940s.
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PE 958 is
seen here
outside of the
car house
while a shop
man cleans
the side of the
car in this late
1940s view.

-Jim

Stubchaer
Photo

TIMEPOINTS




PE 1007,
while as-
signed to the
Venice Short
Line, lays
over at the
Ocean Park
Carhouse on
August 24,
1950.

-A.M. Payne
Photo

A line up of PE
cars including
999 is seen here
at the southend
of the Ocean
Park Carhouse.

-Alan Fishel
Collection
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A broadside
view of PE
989 at same
time as the
above photo
was taken.

-Alan Fishel
Collection
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PE 989 is
parked in front
of the Ocean
Park carhouse
waiting for her
next
assignment.

-Alan Fishel
Collection




PE 718 is
bound for
Santa Monica
on the Venice
Short Line
while PE 945 is
parked next to
the Ocean Park
Carhouse on
Trolleyway
sometime be-
tween 1947
and 1949.

-Jim
Stubchaer
Photo

A broadside of
PE 1002 at the
Ocean Park yard
in an undated
photo.

-Alan Fishel
Collection
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PE 1037, 973,
1004 and 954
along with
many of their
sisters await
there next as-
signments at
the Ocean Park
yard.

-Alan Fishel
Collection

PE 1052 is
parked out-
side of the
Carhouse in
this undated
photo.

-Alan Fishel
Collection
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An aerial view
of the south-
side of the
new bus yard
built on the
site of the
former Ocean
Park Car-
house.

—Metro
Archives
Photo

PE buses are
seen here at the
new fuel island
at Division 6
shortly after the
new bus yard
opened.

—Metro
Archives
Photo

-
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SCRTD GMC
buses 5433,
5203 and 5210
sit inside of the
bus garage at
Division 6 on
March 27,
1969.

-Alan Weeks
Photo

Metro NABU
8126 departs
Division 6 for
the last time
on December

12, 2015. This
bus along with
the others in
the photo are
on their way to
new divisions
the day after
the yard
closed.

-Sean Davies
Photo
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Metro Rail News (Los Angeles)

Gold Line to Azusa

The newest extension of the Metro Gold Line is set to open on March 5, 2016. The new
11.5 mile extension includes six new stations. The new stations are: Arcadia; Monrovia;
Duarte/City of Hope; Irwindale; Azusa (Downtown) and APU/Citrus College.

Expo Line to Santa Monica

Metro has announced that the Santa Monica extension of the Metro Expo Line will open on
May 20, 2016. The new 6.6 mile extension of the Expo Line includes seven new stations.
The new stations are: Palms; Westwood/Rancho Park; Expo/Sepulveda; Expo/Bundy; 26"/

Bergamont; 17" Street/SMC and Downtown Santa Monica. Below is a map of the Expo Line
with the new extension to Santa Monica.
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Westside Subway and the Regional Connector

Recently the United States Department of Transportation providing $200 million for the
funding of Segments 1 and 2 of the Purple Line subway extension to the west side and
$100 million for the regional connector in downtown Los Angeles. Construction on both
projects has started and Segment 1 of the Purple Line will run from the current terminus at
Wilshire/Western to Wilshire/La Cienega with new stations at La Brea, Fairfax and La Cie-
nega. Segment 2 will extend the line to Century City. The Regional Connector will link the
Gold Line with Blue Line and Expo Line.
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Traction News

Metra Highliners

On February 12, 2016 Metra officially retired
their Highliner Electric cars. The fleet of
Highliners first entered service on the lllinois
Central on May 31, 1971. Cars 1501-1630
were built by St. Louis car in 1971 and cars

Boone Scenic Valley Railroad/
James H. Andrew Museum (Boone, IA)
Cars 1506, 1511, 1523, 1538, 1551 & 1628

Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum
(North Judson, IN) Cars 1502 & 1529

1631-1666 were built by Bombardier in 1978 Museum of the American Railroad

-1979. When new these cars replaced 1920s
era interurban cars on the lllinois Central
electric line. The electric line operates from
Chicago south to three destinations, Blue
Island, University Park and South Chicago.
Metra assumed operations of these lines in
1987. In 2006 Metra received the first new
order of cars and between 2012 and 2016
received a second order of cars which ulti-
mately replaced the original Highliners.

-slil e
e | B

A string of Highliners lead by 1593 is parked
at the shop in 1976. —Brue Petty Photo

Twenty four of the cars have been donated
to various railroad museums while the bal-
ance of the fleet will be scrapped.

List of preserved cars:
lllinois Railway Museum (Union, IL)
Cars 1534, 1630, 1637 & 1645

Union Depot Railroad Museum (Mendota, IL)
Cars 1602 & 1619
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(Frisco, TX)
Cars 1548, 1552, 1585, 1601, 1608, 1647,
1650, 1652, 1656 & 1661

The Museum of the American Railroad is
planning to keep two of the cars in the cur-
rent configuration while the remaining eight
will be converted to class rooms. The whole
train will be named the “Stream-Liner” and
provide a unique learning experience for
those who visit.

e -I' L%

A banner on the side of the last train of
Highliners on February 12, 2016.
—David Daruszka Photo via Facebook

Unconfirmed reports indicate that the bal-
ance of the fleet is being scrapped in
Mendota, lllinois.

(Continued on Page 13)



Traction News

The Loop Trolley

Construction has begun on a new 2.2 mile
vintage trolley route in St. Louis Missouri
named The Loop Trolley. The new line will
connect the Delmar Loop area with the
Forrest Park area and will make stops at two
MetroLink light rail stations. An exact open-
ing date has not been given, however the
agency hopes to have the line operational
sometime this year. For the service The
Loop Trolley has acquired two Gomaco built
replica trolleys from Portland numbered 511
and 512, three former Melbourne Trams that
once operated on the Seattle Waterfront
Street car and two Milan Peter Witt cars
numbered 1351 and 1352 from Gomaco.

Loop Trolley Peter Witt car 1351 on display
-Photo from www.thelooptrolley.com

Brooklyn Streetcar

New York mayor Bill de Blasio recently an-
nounced plans for a new streetcar line from
Brooklyn to Queens known as BQX. If built
the new line would operate 16 miles from
Astoria Queens o Sunset Park in Brooklyn.
Ground breaking for the new line could be as
early as 2019-2020 with service expected to

begin in 2024. It is estimated it will cost
$2.5 Billion to complete the proposed line.

-Artist rendition of the proposed
BQX Streetcar

Save the Seattle Waterfront cars

A new citizen led effort, known as the
Friends of the Benson Trolleys” has been
formed to keep two of the five former Mel-
bourne trolleys in Seattle that once operated
on the Waterfront Street car. The group has
been given two years to raise the funds
needed to bring the cars up to modern and
ADA standards to operate on current King
County Metro light rail lines. If successful

| the cars could see service on the Center City

Connector line which connects the South
Lake Union Streetcar to the First Hill Street-
car. King County Metro has express interest
in running the cars but does not have the
funds needed for the improvements. The five
cars originally came to Seattle in 1982
thanks to the efforts of Seattle City Council-
man George Benson. The cars operated on
the waterfront line until 2005 when con-
struction of an art park eliminated the car-
barn. Since then the five cars have been in
storage and three were recently sold to St.
Louis.

(Continued on Page 14)
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Traction News

OC Streetcar

President Obama has recently included $125
million in his budget for the next fiscal year
for the OC Streetcar project. This is a Fed-
eral endorsement of the 4.1 mile long pro-
posed streetcar line from downtown Santa
Ana to Garden Grove. This now puts the pro-
ject into the federal funding pipeline which
could make it eligible to receive up to half of
the project funding from the Federal Govern-
ment. The Federal Transportation Admini-
stration (FTA) could consider a full funding
grant in the next two year. Groundbreaking
for the project is expected to take place in
2017 with the service beginning in 2020.
The line would begin at the Santa Ana Re-
gional Transportation Center, travel through
downtown Santa Ana and finally travel on
the former Pacific Electric right-of-way to
Garden Grove.

-Artist rendition of the OC Streetcar in
downtown Santa Ana

Sacramento Streetcar

The Federal Government has recently an-

nounced it will pledge $75 Million for con-

struction of a new 3.3 mile street car line

from West Sacramento to downtown using
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the Tower Bridge which once carried Sacra-
mento Northern trains into California’s capi-
tal city. In order to receive the federal
money, Sacramento must come up with a
matching contribution. If funding is found
constriction could begin in 2017 or 2018.

-Artist rendition of the proposed Sacramento
streetcar with the Tower Bridge in the
background

San Pedro Red Car

Recently Los Angeles City Councilman Joe
Buscaino announced that the historic San
Pedro Red Car would return as part of the
Ports O’ Call makeover. When the street car
returns the cars will be brought up to light
rail standards with street level boarding and
will operate from the Maritime Museum to
the southern end of Ports O’ Call. At press
time details on the plan were not available
and a time line was not provided. Stay tuned
for details. It remains to be seen how the
light rail modifications to the existing fleet
will be accomplished.



End Points
Welcome Back TIMEPOINTS!

After an extended hiatus we are pleased to
announce the return of TIMEPOINTS. We
hope you enjoy the new quarterly format of
the newsletter. We welcome and encourage
story and photo contributions as well as
news items for the newsletter. Below is a list
of publication dates for the newsletter and
deadlines for material submission. Our new
editor does have the ability to scan photos,
slides and negatives. For information on how
to submit items for consideration see the
inside cover.

Publication Schedule for TIMEPOINTS

Spring 2016 - Volume 129, Issues 4-5-6
Covers April-May-June
Deadline April 15, 2016

Issue expected at May meeting

Summer 2016 - Volume 130, Issues 1-2-3
Covers July-August-September
Deadline July 15, 2016
Issue expected at August meeting

Fall 2016 - Volume 130, Issues 4-5-6
Covers October-November-December
Deadline October 21, 2016
Issue expected at November meeting

Winter 2017 - Volume 131, Issues 1-2-3
Covers January-February-March
Deadline January 20, 2017
Issue expected at February meeting

Help Save San Diego Trolley U2 #1008

The San Diego Metropolitan Transportation
System is planning to donate Siemens-
Duewag U2 LRV #1008 to the Orange Em-
pire Railway Museum (OERM) in Perris. The
museum is in need of donations to bring this
historic car to the museum and acquire
spare parts to keep her operational.

Donations to pay for the move can be sent
to OERM at:

OERM
P.O. BOX 548
Perris, CA 92572

Please note include a note with the donation
that it is for moving San Diego LRV 1008 to
the museum.

Sister car 1006 operates in San Diego in
1981. —Andy Goddard Photo

TIMEPOINTS TIMEPOINTS
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Traction Action!

Cleveland RTA
PCC 73 passes
through
Shaker Square
in August
1978. PCC 73
is one of 25
PCCs (71-95)

| ordered by

@ Shaker Heights
Rapid Transit
from Pullman

Standard in
1948.
-Photographer
Unknown/
Andrew Novak
Collection
ERHA-SC
1 World Trade Center
P.0O. Box 32161 soe |
Long Beach, CA 90832-2161 First
Postage
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