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The Electric Railway Historical Association of
Southern California is a non-profit organiza-
tion in 1950 to promote the memory and
scholarship of the street railways and
Interurbans of Southern California.
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The PCCs of Philadelphia By Andrew Novak

There have been many great books written on the
history and development of the President’s Confer-
ence Committee (PCC) Cars including PCC: The
Car That Fought Back by Stephen D. Carlson and
Fred W. Schneider 1980 and An American Original
- The PCC Car by Seymour Kashin and Harre W.
Demoro 1986. For this article | will refrain from dis-
cussing the development of the PCC and stick to
the history of the cars in Philadelphia.

Philadelphia ranks as one of the top three cities in
the United States in terms of PCC ownership. Chi-
cago topped the list with 683 cars, Pittsburgh came
in second with 666 cars and Philadelphia was third
with 590 cars. Out of the 590 cars 470 were built
new and 120 were obtained used. The first PCCs
arrived in Philadelphia in 1938 and they were built
for the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company (PRT).
The PRT operated on broad gauge track that
measured 5’ 2V4".

In August of 1938, the first PCCs entered service
on Line 53. Two years after the first cars arrived,
the PRT was merged with several smaller inde-
pendent transit companies to form the Philadelphia
Transportation Company (PTC). PTC continued
purchasing PCCs, with orders arriving in 1940,
1941, 1942, 1947, and the final order in 1948.

Beginning in 1954, PTC undertook a massive mod-
ernization program and ordered 1,000 new GMC
diesel buses. These new buses would replace
many of the older street cars operated by PTC, and
even some of the PCC routes were slated for con-
version. Part of the modernization program in-
cluded extending the subway tunnel used by the
street car routes in downtown Philadelphia to re-
duce the amount of street cars tracks in downtown.
It was determined that 90 additional PCCs would
be needed for the extension and 40 used PCCs
were purchased from St. Louis Public Service with
50 more used PCCs from Kansas City Public Ser-
vice.

In 1955 a majority interest in PTC was acquired by
National City Lines (NCL), a major holding com-
pany that owned various transit agencies across

the United States. NCL had ties to General Motors
and other companies that produced tires and petro-
leum products. NCL often would abandon street
car operations in favor of buses and PTC was no
exception. Rumor has it that at the time of the NCL
take over, a PTC employee who had been sent to
Detroit to inquire about used PCCs was termi-
nated. Under NCL control PTC continued replacing
street cars with buses, and in four years three-
fourths of the street car lines had been abandoned
or converted to bus, and 984 street cars scrapped.

In 1958, Line 6 that once went out to the Willow
Grove amusement park was cut back to the city
limits and this allowed the retirement of the former
St. Louis cars. By 1962 all the former St. Louis
PCCs and the original 20 PCCs built in 1938 were
scrapped.

The Pennsylvania State Legislature created the
Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority
(SEPTA) in 1964 to coordinate government subsi-
dies to the various agencies in Southeastern Penn-
sylvania. On September 30, 1968 SEPTA assumed
control of PTC and began rebranding the service as
SEPTA. The agency continued operation of PCCs
and in 1973 they rebuilt two PCCs, 2565 and 2168.
Car 2565 was painted in a orange, white and blue
paint scheme while 2168 was painted in a white and
yellow scheme. The orange, white and blue scheme
was adopted by the agency and was dubbed the
Gulf Oil Scheme due to its resemblance to the oil
companies colors.

The last PCCs arrived in Philadelphia in 1976 and
these were 30 used cars from the Toronto Transit
Commission in Canada. By the time these cars ar-
rived in Philadelphia they were on their third owner.
11 of these cars were built new for Kansas City Pub-
lic Service and the other 19 were built for Birming-
ham, Alabama. These 19 cars were the only Pull-
man-built PCCs at SEPTA, all of there other cars
were built by St. Louis Car Company. The Toronto
cars were purchased after a fire at the Woodland
Car Barn on October 23, 1975 destroyed 60 PCCs
that were all in service at the time.

(Continued on Page 4)
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The PCCs of Philadelphia Continued

There were a large number of out-of-service PCCs
at Woodland that were not touched by the fire. The
former St. Louis cars from Toronto were repainted
in the Gulf Oil scheme while the Pullman-Standard
cars that were originally from Birmingham retained
their Toronto paint schemes until retired in 1983.
The St. Louis cars were retired in 1982.

In 1976, Lines 6, 10, 11, 13, 23, 34, 36, 50, 53, 56
and 60 were still operating with PCCs which in-
cluded the subway-surface lines. A year later in
1977 SEPTA replaced the PCCs on Line 60 with
buses, citing a shortage of cars after the Woodland
Fire. This was the first conversion to bus since
SEPTA converted Line 47 in 1969. In 1980 Line
50 was temporally converted to bus which became
permanent in 1985.

1981 marked a significant change in street car op-
erations in Philadelphia. SEPTA took delivery of
112 (9000-9111) Kawasaki-built light rail vehicles
(LRV). These single-ended cars were likely the
only LRVs built with trolley poles instead of panto-
graphs. These new cars replaced PCCs on the
subway-surface Lines 10, 11, 13, 34 and 36. These
cars continue to operate on these lines today.

Between 1979 and 1988 SPETA took 112 PCCs
and rebuilt them in what was known as the General
Overhaul (GOH) Program. The cars emerged from
the GOH in a new red, white and blue scheme that
matched the LRVs when delivered. The PCCs con-
tinued operating on Lines 6, 15, 23, 53 and 56.

The first line to operate PCCs, the 53, was con-
verted to bus in 1985, and the following year Line 6
also went bus. The remaining three lines continued
operating PCCs until 1992 when SEPTA temporar-
ily replaced the lines with buses.

During the suspension of service SEPTA did con-
tinue some PCC service. From 1992 to 1996 sev-
eral cars operated weekends only on Line 23 as
the Chestnut Hill Trolley. Between 1995 and 1996
SEPTA took three PCCs, 2728, 2732 and 2799
and repainted them in three historic Philadelphia
liveries. 2728 carried PRT silver and cream, 2732
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in PTC green and cream and 2799 was painted in
Red Arrow (Philadelphia Suburban Transportation
Company) colors. The latter was an interesting
choice because the double-ended PCC type cars
operated by Red Arrow were technically not PCCs.
These three cars operated on Line 51, also known
as the “Welcome Loop” which served several spots
including the Philadelphia Zoo. The line was sus-
pended due to budget cuts.

After SEPTA suspended PCC service in 1992
there was public outcry to restore PCC service. In
1997, SEPTA considered purchasing new low-floor
LRVs for Line 15 but determined the cost was pro-
hibitive. Instead, the agency had 18 PCCs rebuilt
by Brookville Equipment as new PCC lIs. These
new PCC lIs were rebuilt from the ground up and
included new wiring, LRV style controllers, bus
style seats, air conditioning, and wheel chair lifts at
the rear doors. (See page 7 for renumbering of
PCC Il cars.) The cars left for rebuild in 2002 and
returned in 2004. Service with the new cars began
on Line 15 in 2005. Over the last ten years service
has been sporadic on the line due to various con-
struction projects and maintenance on the line.
Currently PCC service is suspended and is ex-
pected to return in 2016.

While suspension of the PCC service on Lines 23
and 56 is considered temporary, several sections
of the lines have been paved over and trolley wire
removed. It is unlikely service will ever be restored
on the line. In the late 1990s and early 2000s
SEPTA disposed of all non PCC Il cars, including
the Chestnut Hill cars and Welcome Loop cars.
Some were sold to other agencies, like San Fran-
cisco MUNI and others to Museums and car re-
builders like Brookville Equipment and Gomaco of
lowa.

The last true PCC on SEPTA property is car 2194
which was converted to a line car. TP
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Philadelphia PCC Roster

Car Numbers Built Date  Delivered Builder Retired Notes
Date

2001-2005 1938 1938 St. Louis Car 1960
2006-2020 1938 1938 St. Louis Car 1960
2501-2580 1940 1940 St. Louis Car 1982
2031-2080 1940 1941 St. Louis Car 1982
2081-2090 1942 1942 St. Louis Car 1982
2581-2623 1942 1942 St. Louis Car 1982
2624-2680 1942 1942 St. Louis Car 1982
2701-2725 1947 1947 St. Louis Car 1992 (A)
2726-2800 1947 1947 St. Louis Car 1992
2091-2140 1948 1948 St. Louis Car 1992 (A)
2141-2200 1948 1948 St. Louis Car 1992
2201-2240 1940 1954 St. Louis Car 1962 Ex-STLPS (1)
2241-2250 1940 1954 St. Louis Car 1962 Ex-STLPS (1)
2251-2290 1946 1954 St. Louis Car 1985 Ex-KCPS (2)(3)
2240-2250 1946 1976 St. Louis Car 1983 Ex-TTC (4)
2300-2318 1946 1976 Pullman 1982 Ex-TTC (5)
2320-2337 2003/04 2003/04 Brookville PCC 1l (6)

Note 1: Ex-St. Louis Public Service (Missouri)

Note 2: Ex-Kansas City (Missouri)

Note 3: Several Cars painted in special Bicentennial Scheme in 1976

Note 4: Ex-Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) originally Kansas City (Missouri)

Note 5: Ex-Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) originally Birmingham (Alabama)

Note 6: PCC Il rebuilt by Brookville in 2003-2004

Note A: Several of these cars were sold to San Francisco MUNI in 1992, see table page 7 for
details.

See Pages 6-7 for original car numbers and list of Bicentennial Paint Schemes.
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Car Number Table

2201-2250 ex-St. Louis Public Service: 1578, 1599, 1584, 1570, 1577, 1562, 1592, 1564,
1555, 1556, 1565, 1561, 1558, 1580, 1563, 1554, 1557, 1560, 1593, 1553, 1552, 1575, 1594,
1596, 1595, 1574, 1576, 1550, 1569, 1567, 1581, 1590, 1559, 1582, 1571, 1573, 1583, 1598,

1591, 1572, 1522, 1510, 1508, 1544, 1517, 1520, 1524, 1503, 1505 and 1525

2251-2290 ex-Kansas City Public Service: 787, 728, 726, 725, 753, 745, 783, 761, 797, 750,
786, 759, 768, 742, 746, 758, 755, 770, 733, 736, 777, 739, 751, 763, 774, 788, 729, 781, 731,
748, 741, 738, 734, 766, 744, 737, 799, 791, 764 and 752

Bi-Centennial Repaints
In 1975 SEPTA repainted all of the serviceable 2251-2290 series cars in a special red, white
and blue paint scheme. Each car was named for one of the 13 original states. These cars were
used on Line 50 because it passed Independence Hall.

2251 (Pennsylvania), 2252 (Delaware), 2254 (Pennsylvania), 2255 (New Jersey),
2258 (Delaware), 2259 (Virginia), 2261 (Virginia), 2263 (North Carolina),
2266 (North Carolina), 2267 (South Carolina), 2269 (South Carolina),

2270 (New Hampshire), 2271 (Rhode Island), 2272 (Rhode Island),

2273 (Massachusetts), 2274 (New Jersey), 2275 (Connecticut),

2276 (Georgia), 2277 (Massachusetts), 2278 (New Hampshire),

2279 (Connecticut), 2280 (Georgia), 2283 (New York), 2284 (Maryland),
2285 (New York), 2288 (Pennsylvania) and 2290 (Maryland)

2240-2250 ex-Toronto nee-Kansas City

SEPTA Toronto Kansas City

Number Number Number
2240 4750 526
2241 4751 535
2242 4756 749
2243 4759 757
2244 4761 762
2245 4762 765
2246 4765 771
2247 4767 775
2248 4772 782
2249 4773 784
2250 4779 794

6 TIMEPOINTS



Car Number Table continued
2300-2318 ex-Toronto nee-Birmingham

SEPTA Toronto Birmingham SEPTA Toronto Birmingham
Number Number Number Number Number Number
2300 4706 806 2310 4728 829
2301 4707 807 2311 4729 830
2302 4709 809 2312 4731 831
2304 4710 810 2313 4732 832
2305 4711 811 2314 4734 834
2306 4718 824 2315 4740 840
2307 4724 826 2316 4741 841
2308 4726 827 2317 4744 844
2309 4727 828 2318 4746 846

2320-2337 PCC Il rebuilds

New Number Original New Number Original New Number Original Number
Number Number
2320 2750 2326 2197 2332 2196
2321 2738 2327 2747 2333 2746
2322 2770 2328 2726 2334 2753
2323 2798 2329 2182 2335 2158
2324 2777 2330 2730 2336 2790
2325 2741 2331 2758 2337 2783

PCCs to SF MUNI 1992

MUNI # SEPTA# MUNI # SEPTA# MUNI # SEPTA #
1050 2119 1055 2122 1060 2715
1051 2123 1056 2113 1061 2116
1052 2110 1057 2138 1062 2101
1053 2721 1058 2124 1063 2096
1054 2121 1059 2099
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SEPTA PCC
2511 in the Gulf
Oil Scheme
operates on
Line 34 on De-
cember 31,
1980. This car
was scrapped
in 1982.

-Foster
Morrison Photo

SEPTA PCC
2058 on Line 60
in October
1968. This car
is seen here in
PTC colors and
was scrapped in
1978.

-Andrew Novak
Collection
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SEPTA PCC 2610
still in PTC colors is
seen here on Line 6
in 1972. This car was

scrapped in 1982.

-Andrew Novak
Collection

SEPTA 2710 on
Lancaster and 41st
Streets while on
Line 15 on Sep-
tember 24, 1991.
The car is in the
SEPTA red, white
and blue scheme.
Car 2710 went
through the GOH
program in June
1983 and was sold
to Gomaco in 1994
after retirement.

-Andrew Novak
Collection
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SEPTA PCC
2733 at the
Yeadon Loop on
Line 13 on
September 2,
1978. The car is
seen here in the
Gulf Ol paint
scheme. Car
2733 completed
the GOH program
in October 1986.
The car is now on
static display at
the SEPTA
Museum and in
PTC Colors.

-Andrew Novak
Collection

SEPTA PCC
2130 travels in
the snow on De-
cember 31, 1969.
The car is still in
PTC colors with a
small “SEPTA”
placed over the
PTC Wings. This
car was one of
the 60 destroyed
in the Woodland
Car Barn Fire of

1975.

-Howard J. Wayt
Photo
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SEPTA 2168 at the
Chestnut Hill Loop
on December 5,
1993. This photo
was taken during the
time the car was
assigned to the
Chestnut Hill Trolley
and painted in PTC
green. 2168 com-
pleted the GOH pro-
gram in January
1986. In 2005 the
car was acquired by
the Baltimore Street
Car Museum and is
now in the Gulf Oll
Scheme.

-Peter Ehrlich Photo

SEPTA PCC
2163 on Line
36 in May 1975
still in PTC col-
ors. Car 2163
completed the
GOH program
in January
1985 and was
sold to Brook-
ville for parts in
2003.

-Andrew
Novak
Collection
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SEPTA PCC
2183 on Bethle-
hem Pike in
Chestnut Hill in
1985. Car 2183
went through the
GOH Program in
August 1983.
The car was
retired and sold
to RTA New
Orleans and
then resold by
RTA in 1997 to
an unknown
buyer.

-Mac Gaddis
Photo

SEPTA 2288 is
seen here wearing
the special Bi-
Centennial Paint
Scheme. This car
was named for
Pennsylvania. The
photo was taken on
November 16,
1976. The car was
scrapped in 1981.

-Andrew Novak
Collection
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SEPTA PCC
2301 on Line 56
- - il in May 1981. This
PHILADELPHIA ]!I ' o e : : ! \as one of the

Pullman cars
¢A5 WORKS originally built for

Birmingham. The
car is seen here
still in Toronto
Colors. This car
was scrapped
in1981.

-Andrew
Novak
Collection

PCC lIs 2336
and 2337 on
February 5,
2005. The
PCC lIs were
painted in a
green and
cream
scheme simi-
lar to that of
the PTC.

-D.C. Warner
Photo
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SEPTA Graduates

Known dispositions of SEPTA PCCs

In 1992, the San Francisco Municipal Railway purchased several SEPTA PCCs for use on the
newly-created F Line on Market Street. The cars were rebuilt by Morrison-Knudsen and en-
tered service in 1993. The cars are painted in tribute schemes for agencies that once oper-
ated PCCs. There is a renumbering table for these cars on Page 7. Not listed on that table is

SEPTA 2133 which was the pilot car for the F Line. There have been reports that 2133 was to

be renumbered 1064 but will likely not rebuilt. SEPTA 2126 and 2147 were acquired for spare

parts. MUNI 1054 (SEPTA 2121) was wrecked in 2003. MUNI will retire the car.

2054 is at the Electric City Trolley Museum in Scranton (PA)

2120 and 2185 are now in Kenosha (WI1) for their historic street car line.
(Both cars came from East Troy Museum in Wisconsin who acquired them in 1994)

2134 is part of the Trolley Car Diner in Chestnut Hill Philadelphia (PA)

2168 and 2187 are at the Baltimore Street Car Museum in (MD) 2187 was converted to a line
car and is used by the museum as a line car.

2186 was first sent to the Museum of Transportation in St. Louis and was then sold to the San
Diego Vintage Trolley (CA) where it has been renumbered 532. 2785 is also at the San Diego
Vintage Trolley and is now their 533. Both cars are pending restoration.

2255 is submerged at the Dutch Springs Diving & Recreation Center (PA) The car had been
preserved by the Buckingham Valley Trolley Association (BVTA) but after the car was vandal-
ized it was sold to Dutch Springs where it is now an underwater attraction.

2267 is at the lllinois Railway Museum in Union (IL)

2278, 2289 and 2709 are at the Seashore Trolley Museum in Kennebunkport (ME). 2278 will
be restored as Kansas City 781 and 2289 will be used for parts.

2647 was preserved by BVTA and sold to a private party who stored at the Baltimore Street
Car Museum. After years of neglect the car was scrapped in 2013.

2711 and 2723 are at the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum in Washington (PA)
2733 is on display at the SEPTA Transit Museum
2740 is at the Museum of Transportation in St. Louis (MO)
2743 is at the Rockhill Trolley Museum in Rockhill Furnace (PA)
Several cars were sold to Colorado Springs (CO) for use on a possible historic street car op-
eration. The cars are: 2093, 2097, 2102, 2107, 2109, 2114, 2129, 2131 and 2722.

(This is only a partial list of dispositions of SEPTA cars.)
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MUNI 1056
(ex-SEPTA 2113) is
seen at the Geneva

Yard on August 5,
2007 in San Fran-
cisco. The car is
painted in a tribute
scheme for Kansas
City Public Service.
PCC 2113 completed
the GOH program in
December 1980 and
was sold to
MUNI in 1992.

-Andrew Novak Photo

Former SEPTA PCC
2129 is seenin
Colorado Springs
Colorado. Car 2129
completed the GOH
program in November
1982 and was sold to
Colorado Springs in
1995.

-Andrew Novak
Collection
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Traction Action j
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SEPTA PCC 2799 at
the ElImwood Depot in
1995 painted in Red
Arrow colors for the
“Welcome Line” ser-
vice. Car 2799 com-
pleted the GOH pro-
gram in August 1985
and was sold to the
Baltimore Street Car
museum in 2005.
Since then the car
has gone to theill-
fate Lancaster Penn-
sylvania Trolley pro-
ject and then to War-
ren Rail Car Service
in 2012. Its current
status is unknown.

-Andrew Novak
Collection

€End Points!

| want to thank the following people for making this issue possible: Peter Ehrlich, Andy Goddard,
Bill Nixon, Albert Novak and Hampton Wayt

The following websites and books provided information for this issue:
www.ectma.org
lyttonspccs.homestead.com
www.pa-trolley.org
www.phillytrolley.org
www.railwaypreservation.com
www.rockhilltrolley.org
www.streetcar.org
www.trolleymuseum.org
home.comcast.net/~trolleydriver/

Shoreline Trolley Museum
(Branford Electric Railway Association)

“PCC Cars of North America” -Harold E. Cox 1963

“Pennsylvania Trolleys in Color Volume 2 -
Philadelphia Region” -William D. Volkmer 1998

“60 Years of Philadelphia Trolleys 1938-1998"
-GPS Video 1999



