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Traction Action!  

San Francisco 

MUNI PCC 

1057, former 
SEPTA 2138, is 
seen here on 
Market Street 

on August 5, 
2007. This car 
is painted as a 
tribute to the 

Cincinnati 

Street Rail-
ways.  

 
-Andrew Novak 

Photo  

The Santa Monica Air Line  
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The Electric Railway Historical Association of  
Southern California is a non -profit organiza-

tion in 1950 to promote the memory and 

scholarship of the street railways and  
Interurbans of Southern California.  

 

Memberships: are $30 per year (U.S.) for 
persons at U.S. address. Families may join 

for $35 per year (U.S.) also at U.S.  
addresses. Make checks payable to  
ñERHA-SCò 
 

Memberships can be paid at the monthly 
meeting or mailed to:  

 

ERHA-SC 

1 World Trade Center  
P.O. Box 32161  

Long Beach, CA 90832 -2161  
 

Monthly meetings: are held the 3rd Friday 
of every month in the Community Room of 

the South Pasadena Library. Meetings fea-
ture the best in traction related programs 
and are free to attend.  
 

The South Pasadena Library is at 1055 El 

Cenro Street in South Pasadena (between 

Diamond and Fairview Avenues) 2 blocks 
east of the South Pasadena Gold Line Sta-
tion. Doors open at 6:30 PM and the meeting 
starts at 7:30 PM.  
 

Submission of materials: stories and  

photos for the newsletter go to:  
Andrew Novak at P.O. Box 2383, Downey 
California 90242 or to rtd1121@yahoo.com . 
Please enclose a self addressed stamped en-

velope for returns. Submission are used at 
the discretion of the editor and may be edit-
ed for space constraints. Items can also be 

given to the editor at the monthly meetings.  
 

© 2016 Electric Railway Historical Association 

of Southern California -  Reproduction of 
TIMEPOINTS is forbidden without written 
permission from EHRA.  
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On the cover: Pacific Electric 5117 is at the 

Northvale Road Cut in the early 1950s.  
ðIra Swett Photo/Courtesy of Alan Fishel  
 

ERHA - SC Officers 2016  
President: Alan Fishel  

Vice President: (Vacant)  
Recording Secretary: (Vacant)  

Treasurer: Jim Baker -Acting  
Membership Secretary: Jim Baker -Acting  
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Novak  
Webmaster: John Heller  

 

The future of TIMEPOINTS...  
 

I first joined ERHA almost 20 years ago and 
I enjoyed receiving TIMEPOINTS, and even 

went on two ERHA excursions. I was disap-
pointed when TIMEPOINTS stopped ,and I 
am sure, like others, I let my membership 
lapse.  
 

Last year, I started attending ERHA monthly 

meetings, and that is when I got the idea to 
bring TIMEPOINTS back. My goal was to 

bring back some of the members we might 
have lost, and maybe even attract some new 

ones.  
 

Now you might be asking yourself what this 
has to do with the future of TIMEPOINTS?  
 

We need your help, or this publication will 
not survive. We need your stories and pho-
tographs, especially those relating to Pacific 

Electric and Los Angeles Railway, although 
any traction is welcome. Original work is 

preferred over internet stories and newspa-
per stories to avoid potential copyright in-

fringements.  
 

Items can be sent to the editor at:  
 

Andrew Novak  
P.O. Box 2383  
Downey California 90242  
 

or electronically at  rtd1121@yahoo.com .  
 

Please enclose a self -addressed stamped en-

velope for returns. Submissions are used at 
the discretion of the editor and may be edit-
ed for space constraints. Items can also be 
given to the editor at the monthly meetings.  

 
Thank You!  
 

Publication Schedule for TIMEPOINTS  
 

Fall 2016 -  Volume 130, Issues 4 -5-6 

Covers October -November -December  
Deadline November 18, 2016  
Issue expected at December meeting  
 

Winter 2017 -  Volume 131, Issues 1 -2-3 

Covers January -February -March  
Deadline January 20, 2017  
Issue expected at February meeting  

 

Spring 2017 -  Volume 131, Issues 4 -5-6 
Covers April -May -June  
Deadline April 21, 2017  

Issue expected at May meeting  
 
Summer 2017 -  Volume 132, Issues 1 -2-3 

Covers July -August -September  
Deadline July 16, 2017  
Issue expected at August meeting  
 

Time to renew for 2017!  
 

We are now accepting dues for 2017! You 
can send your check to our post office box in 
Long Beach, however for faster processing it 
is best to renew at our monthly meetings.  
 

Also be advised that our November meeting 

will be the usual third Friday, November 18, 
2016, but we will be meeting with PRS at 
their usual meeting location in Alhambra. 

The meeting will start at 7:30 and is at:  
 

Joslyn Center at Story Park  

 210 N Chapel Ave  
Alhambra, CA 91801  
 

See you there!  

End Points  

http://www.socata.net
mailto:rtd1121@yahoo.com
http://www.erha.org
mailto:rtd1121@yahoo.com


The Santa Monica Air Line was originally 

built by the Los Angeles & Independence 

Railroad (LA&I) and opened on October 17, 
1875. The LA&Iôs 16.67 mile line ran from 
the Long Wharf just north of Santa Monica 
to Los Angeles and was to be the first seg-

ment of a railroad running between Santa 
Monica and Independence, California. The 
railroad was to serve the Cerro Gordo silver 
mines near Panamint California via Cajon 

Pass.  
 

The railroadôs progress east was blocked by 
the Southern Pacific (SP) who refused to let 
the LA&I cross their tracks in Los Angeles. In 

1877 the silver mine at Panamint was closed 
after it was determined the mine had been 
depleted and thus no need for the railroad to 
be built east of Los Angeles. The railroad 

continued to operate, but experienced finan-
cial difficulties, and on July 4, 1877 the LA&I 
was purchased by the SP.  
 

In 1891 the SP extended the Long Wharf to 
accommodate larger ships, but the days of 

the Long Wharf were numbered. The US 
Government began working on a breakwater 
in San Pedro in 1899 to create the Port of 
Los Angeles, and the natural harbors at San-

ta Monica and Redondo Beach would no 
longer be the major ports for Los Angeles. 
The freight operation to the Long Wharf in 

Santa Monica ended in 1909 and that same 
year the SP leased the Air Line to interurban 

railway Los Angeles Pacific (LAP).  
 

The LAP electrified the western portion of 
the line and began operating passenger ser-

vice including onto the Long Wharf. The LAP 
was acquired by the Pacific Electric in 1911 
and at that time the entire line was electri-
fied. Passenger service ended to the Long 

Wharf in 1913.  

The Santa Monica Air Line traveled through 

a sparsely populated area of the city and by 

1924 passenger service was reduced to rush 
hours only. By 1931 the passenger service 
was reduced even more, and a single fran-
chise car made one round trip per day on 

the line.  
 

Passenger service on the line was completely 
cancelled on October 26, 1953, although PE 
did continue to operate freight trains over 
the line. Freight operations continued under 

PE until 1963 when the PE was merged into 
the SP. Over time the freight business 
slowed down and by the early 1980s traffic 

was sparse on the line. In 1984 SP parked 
their business train on the Air Line next to 
Exposition Park during the Olympic Games. 
In 1988 SP officially abandoned the Air Line, 

and the last freight train operated in March 
of that year.  
 

In 1990 the Los Angeles County Transporta-

tion Commission (LACTC) purchased the 
right -of -way from the SP for a possible light 

rail line in the future. While the intention 
was to eventually rebuild the Air Line for 
light rail, the process was not quick, and 
many advocates had to fight for the new 

line. In 2006, almost 20 years after LACTC 
purchased the line, work began on what 
would become Metroôs Expo Line. The first 

segment of the Expo Line opened in April 
2012 from downtown Los Angeles to Culver 

City. The second segment of the line, from 
Culver City to Santa Monica, opened in May 

2016.  
 

Since opening earlier this year, the Expo 
Line has far exceeded ridership expectations 
and finally has become a successful passen-

ger line. TP  

Santa Monica Air Line  
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Traction News  

South Shore  
The Northern Indiana Commuter Transporta-

tion District (NICTD) operators of the South 
Shore interurban line recently received the 
go ahead from the FTA to begin planning 
massive improvements to their line between 

Chicago and South Bend. These improve-
ments will include double - tracking several 
segments of the railroad and upgrades to 

five stations between Gary and Michigan 
City. The improvements are aimed at cutting 

the travel times to and from Chicago. NICTD 
is also looking at ways to work with the 

freight operator to reduce bottlenecks at 
various points along the line. These im-
provement plans also call for the removal of 

the street running tracks in Michigan City 
which have been in the street for over a  
century.  

A South Shore Train led by car 44 is seen at 
the Michigan City Stop on August 11, 1989  

-Dennis Schmidt Photo/  

Andrew Novak Collection   

 
 
 
 

Dallas DART  
On October 24th the Dallas Area Rapid 

Transit (DART) opened a new 3 -mile exten-
sion to their Blue Line with two new stations. 
The new light rail extension connects down-
town Dallas with the Education Corridor. The 

two new stations are Camp Wisdom and the 
University of North Texas at Dallas.  
 

 

Metro Receives 50th P3010 LRV  
On October 24th the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

(Metro) took delivery of their 50th Kinkishar-
yo International (KI) P3010 LRV. The car will 
now start 1000 miles of non - revenue testing 

before the California Public Utilities Commis-
sion approves the new car. The testing is 
expected to take 45 days and should be in 
operation by mid -December.  

 
Currently Metro has 38 KI P3010s in service 

of the current base order of 78 cars. That 

order was later increased to an additional 
157 cars.  

Photo by Kinkisharyo International  

http://www.socata.net
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PE 5124 
crosses the 

National 
Boulevard 

Bridge in the 
1950s.  

 
ðIra Swett 

Photo/  
Courtesy of 

Alan Fishel  

PE 5117 at the 
Palms Depot in 

the 1950s.  
 

ðIra Swett 
Photo/Courtesy 

of Alan Fishel  

Traction News  

San Diego MTS (San Diego Trolley)  
In early October, former San Diego Trolley 

U2 LRVs 1021 and 1022 left San Diego on 
flat bed trailers bound for San Antonio, Tex-
as. Once in San Antonio, the cars will be 
used for the Transportation Security Admin-

istration (TSA) and Department of Homeland 
Security National Explosives Detection Ca-
nine Team Program. TSA Canineôs will have 

a chance to practice on real street cars.  
 

Work has begun on San Diego Vintage Trol-
ley PCC 531 which will be the third and final 

PCC rebuilt for the Silver Line which oper-
ates in Downtown San Diego. Car 531 began 
life as SEPTA 2186 and has been stripped to 

bare metal for the restoration. Crews expect 
to have the car completed by late 2017. 531 
joins SDVT 529, ex -MUNI 1122, and 530, ex
-New Jersey Transit 10. SDVTA also has for-

mer SEPTA 2785 and MUNI 1123 which will 
be used as parts to keep the other PCCs  

operational.  

SDVT car 531 is outside of their shop on 
September 29, 2016.  
-Peter Ehrlich Photo  

 

In September, MTS received a $1.04 billion 

Federal Grant from the FTA to extend the 

Blue Line from the Old Town north to the 
University City area. The 10.92 mile - long 
extension will include stops at Mission Bay 
Park, the VA Medical Center, UC San Diego 

and Westfield UTC. Construction of the new 
extension is scheduled to begin in late 2016 
with service expected to start in 2021. Below 
is a map of the new extension.  

 
 

(Continued on Page 14)  

http://www.socata.net
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PE 1626 brings 
a freight train 

off the Air Line 
in Butte Street 

yard. In the 
background you 

can see Amoco 
Junction where 

the Air Line 
crossed the PE 

Four Track 
mainline.  

 

ðIra Swett Pho-
to/Courtesy of 

Alan Fishel  

PE 1111 
while on a 

fan trip at 
Culver  

Junction in 
Culver City.  

 
ðIra Swett 

Photo/
Courtesy of 

Alan Fishel  

Vintage Cincinnati  

Cincinnati Street Rail-
way Pullman Standard 
PCC 1127 toward the 

end of service. This car 

was built in 1939 and 
originally carried num-

ber 1000. It was re-
numbered 1127, and 
after service ended, 

the car was scrapped.  
 

Photographer  
Unknown/  

Andrew Novak  
Collection  

Cincinnati Street 
Railway PCC 1165 

on Williams Ave., 
south of  

Wyoming Ave, 
the Route 78  

terminal, in Lock-
land. This car was 
built by St. Louis 
Car Company and 

after service end-

ed was sold to 
the Toronto 

Transportation 
Commission.  

 
T. Scholey Photo/

Courtesy of new-
davesrailpix.com  

http://www.socata.net
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Cincinnati Street Car Opens  

On April 29, 1957 the Cincinnati Street Railway abandoned their last street car lines 
and replaced them with buses. 65 years later on September 9, 2016 street cars re-
turned to Cincinnati with a new system known as the Cincinnati Bell Connector. The 
new line is a 3.6 mile loop that connects attractions like the Great American Ball Park, 
home of the Cincinnati Reds, along the riverfront in the south, to the Findlay Market in 
the north through downtown Cincinnati. Plans for the new line began in 2007, and af-
ter several political battles, construction began in 2012.  
 
Service is provided by five low - floor Urbos 3 streetcars built by CAF of Spain and carry 
fleet numbers 1175 -1179.  
 

For more information on the Cincinnati Bell Connector visit:  
www.cincinnatistreetcar.com  
 

 

CAF low - floor car 1175 ïPhoto from the Cincinnati Bell Connector Facebook Page  
SP SW900 1174 is seen here at Cienega with a freight train on June 23, 1973.  

 

-Marti Ann Draper Photo/Pacific Railroad Society Collection  

http://www.socata.net
http://www.cincinnatistreetcar.com
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Metro LRV 249 
leads a three 

car train into 
the Santa Mon-

ica Expo Line 
Station on May 

26, 2016.  
 

-Peter Ehrlich  
Photo  

Metro LRV 161 
arrives at the 

Culver City  
Expo Line sta-
tion on June 

21, 2012. This 

photo was tak-
en a couple 

months after 
the line 

opened.  

 
-Andrew Novak  

Photo  

The same train 
as it crosses  

 Jefferson 
Boulevard at 
National on  
August 14, 

1978.  

 
-Albert Novak 

Photo  

SP SW1500 

2500 is crossing 

the Ballona 
Creek Trestle on 
August 14, 1978 

with a west-

bound train. This 
bridge was left 

in place and the 
Expo Line cross-

es on an aerial 
structure.  

 

-Albert Novak 
Photo  

http://www.socata.net
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The SP busi-
ness train 

parked on the 
Air Line 

across from 
Exposition 

Park in 1984 
during the 

Olympics.  
 

-Albert Novak 
Photo  

Two of SPôs 
Business Cars 

are seen 
parked on the 

Air Line at Hoo-
ver Street dur-

ing the 1984 
Olympics.  

 

-Albert Novak 

Photo  

 
The two photos 

on this page 
show the gen-
eral deteriora-
tion of the Air 

Line after SP 
stopped operat-
ing freight trains 

over the line. 

Both photos 
were taken on 

October 8, 2007 

prior to the start 
of Expo Line 
Construction  

 

ðAndrew Novak 
Photos  

http://www.socata.net

