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Traction Action!  

Iowa  
Terminal  
Railroad Box  
Motor #31 (ex-
Chicago North 
Shore &  

Milwaukee) and 
Car 100 are 
stopped at a 
McDonalds for a 
lunch stop during 
a fan trip on  

August 12, 1967.   
 

-Roger Puta  
Photo 

Metroôs Rail Fleet 
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The Electric Railway Historical Association of 
Southern California is a non-profit organization 
in 1950 to promote the memory and scholar-

ship of the street railways and  
Interurbans of Southern California. 

 

Memberships: are $30 per year (U.S.) for 
persons at U.S. address. Families may join for 
$35 per year (U.S.) also at U.S.  
addresses. Make checks payable to  
ñERHA-SCò 
 

Memberships can be paid at the monthly 
meeting or mailed to: 

 

ERHA-SC 
1 World Trade Center 
P.O. Box 32161 

Long Beach, CA 90832-2161 
 

Monthly meetings: are held the 3rd Friday of 
every month in the Community Room of the 
South Pasadena Library. Meetings feature the 
best in traction related programs and are free 
to attend. 
 

The South Pasadena Library is at 1055 El 
Centro Street in South Pasadena (between 
Diamond and Fairview Avenues) 2 blocks east 
of the South Pasadena Gold Line Station. 
Doors open at 6:30 PM and the meeting starts 
at 7:30 PM. 
 

Submission of materials: stories and  
photos for the newsletter go to:  
Andrew Novak at P.O. Box 2383, Downey Cal-
ifornia 90242 or to rtd1121@yahoo.com. 
Please enclose a self addressed stamped en-
velope for returns. Submission are used at the 
discretion of the editor and may be edited for 
space constraints. Items can also be given to 
the editor at the monthly meetings.  
 

É2017 Electric Railway Historical Association 
of Southern California - Reproduction of 
TIMEPOINTS is forbidden without written per-
mission from EHRA. 
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On the cover: Metro P865 148 shortly after 
departing the Long Beach Transit Mall on  
October 11, 2005. ïAndrew Novak Photo 
 

ERHA-SC Officers 2017 
President: Alan Fishel 
Vice President: (Vacant) 
Recording Secretary: (Vacant)  
Treasurer: Jim Baker -Acting 
Membership Secretary: Jim Baker -Acting 
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Novak 
Webmaster: John Heller 

We need your help... 
 

Or this publication will not survive. We need 
your stories and photographs, especially those 
relating to Pacific Electric and Los Angeles 
Railway, although any traction is welcome. 
Original work is preferred over internet stories 
and newspaper stories to avoid potential copy-
right infringements.  
 

Items can be sent to the editor at:  
 

Andrew Novak 
P.O. Box 2383 
Downey California 90242  
 
or electronically at  rtd1121@yahoo.com.  
 
Please enclose a self-addressed stamped en-
velope for returns. Submissions are used at 
the discretion of the editor and may be edited 
for space constraints. Items can also be given 
to the editor at the monthly meetings.  
 
Thank You!  
 
Publication Schedule for TIMEPOINTS 
 
 

Summer 2017 - Volume 132, Issues 1-2-3 
Covers July-August-September 
Deadline August 11, 2017 
Issue expected at September meeting 
 

Fall 2017 - Volume 132, Issues 4-5-6 
Covers October-November-December 
Deadline November 17, 2017 
Issue expected at December meeting 
 
After 2017 it is unknown if TIMEPOINTS will 
continue.  
 

WMATA 4089 reaches end of the line 
 
 

From May 2017 until June 30, 2017, passen-
gers at the Grosvenor-Strathmore Station in 
Washington DC, had the chance to visit a 
unique vendor fair. The vendor fair consisted 
of seven kiosks made from former Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority  (WMATA) 
Breda car 4089. The car was part of 100 cars, 
4000-4099, built in 1991 for the Metrorail sys-
tem. The last remaining 4000s were officially 
retired on July 1, 2017. It is unknown what has 
become of the car segments after the vendor 
fair closed.  Photos below from WMATA.  

End Points 

http://www.socata.net
mailto:rtd1121@yahoo.com
http://www.erha.org
mailto:rtd1121@yahoo.com


For this issue of TIMEPOINTS we will be showcasing the current Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) rail fleet. This includes both the light rail 
and heavy rail cars and the operating divisions of each line.  

 
Notes: 
Car 105 was the first P865 to be retired in June 2017. Since then cars 115, 128, 129, 
132, 133 and 147 have been retired and several of those removed from the property. 
At least two of the P865s, 100 and 144, have been earmarked for preservation. 
 

Cars 109 and 148 were painted in Pacific Electric colors in 2000 to commemorate the 
10th Anniversary of the Blue Line 
 

P865 and P2020 are identical cars, except the P2020s have Automatic Train Control 
(ATC). The ATC was used on these cars when they operated on the Green Line. 
 

The P865 cars are scheduled to be retired by 2018 and the P2020s by 2027.   
 

Breda A650s to be replaced in early 2020s by new CRRC Corporation Limited (CRRC) 
built HR4000 cars. Metro has order 64 subway cars from the Chinese builder with an 
option to purchase 282 additional cars.  

Metroôs Rail Fleet  
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Traction News 

MUNI Bound 
The San Francisco Municipal Railway 
(MUNI) has reached an agreement with 
the Branford Electric Railway Association 
(BERA) of Connecticut to purchase former 
Philadelphia Suburban Transportation 
Company (PSTC) cars 18 and 21. These 
double-ended St. Louis Car products were 
built in 1949 and resemble double-ended 
PCCs. The cars were shipped from Con-
necticut to Brookville, Pennsylvania where 
they will be rebuilt by Brookville Equipment 
Company. Once complete, the cars will 
ride on PCC trucks and operate on MUNIôs 
E-Line. MUNI hopes to have the cars in 
service by 2019. There is talk that the cars 
will be numbered 1012 and 1013. MUNIôs 
own 1012 and 1013 were scrapped in the 
1970s. It is unknown what historic paint 
schemes these cars will carry. BERA has 
acquired sister PSTC car 13 from a private 
collector.  

PSTC 21, sits outside of the Brookville shops on 
July 12, 2017.  

ïPeter Ehrlich Photo 
 

McKinney Avenue scraps PCC 
In May 2017, the McKinney Avenue Trans-
it Authority (MATA) made the hard deci-
sion to scrap former Dallas Railway & Ter-
minal (DR&T) PCC 612. The car was built 
by Pullman in 1945 for the DR&T and in 
1959 was sold to Boston. The car operat-
ed in Boston as 3334 until 1991 when it 
was retired and ended up at Trolleyville in 
Olmstead Falls, Ohio. After the demise of 
Trolleyville and later the Lake Shore Elec-
tric Railway in 2009, the car was sold to 
MATA. It was stored at the Illinois Railway 
Museum until December 2015 when it ar-
rived back in Dallas, Texas. MATA had 
plans to restore and operate the car, but 
years of Boston winters had taken itôs toll 
on the car. The cost to repair the extensive 
damage to the car forced the agency to 
scrap the PCC.  

Former DR&T PCC 612, is seen here shortly after 
arriving at MATA in Dallas.  
-MATA Photo via Facebook 

Car Numbers Built Dates Builder Model 

100-138 1989 Nippon Sharyo P865 

139-153 1990 Nippon Sharyo P865 

154-168 1994 Nippon Sharyo P2020  

200-226 1996-1999 Siemens P2000 

227-250 1996-1999 Siemens P2000 

301-302 1996-1999 Siemens P2000 

501-530 1992-1998 Breda A650 

531-604 1992-1998 Breda A650 

701-750 2006-2011 AnsaldoBreda P2550 

1001-1235 2014-2017 Kinki Sharyo P3010 

http://www.socata.net
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Metro Rail Lines  

Line 801: Blue Line (Los Angeles to Long Beach) Opened on July 14, 1990 from Pico 
Station in Los Angels to Anaheim Street in Long Beach. The line is built on much of the 
former Pacific Electric Line to Long Beach. The Long Beach Loop opened on Septem-
ber 1, 1990 and the last segment in downtown Los Angles opened on January 15, 
1991. Eventually this line will connect to the Gold Line via the Regional Connector cur-
rently being built in downtown Los Angeles.  
 

Line 802: Red Line (Union Station to North Hollywood) Opened on January 30, 1993. 
This was the second subway to be opened in Los Angeles. The initial segment was 
from Union Station to Westlake/MacArthur Park. The second section of the Line to Wil-
shire/Western was opened on July 13, 1996. The northern segment of the Red Line 
from Wilshire/Vermont to Hollywood and Vine opened on June 12, 1999. A final seg-
ment of the Red Line opened from Hollywood and Vine to North Hollywood on June 
24, 2000.  
 

Line 803: Green Line (Norwalk to Redondo Beach) Opened on August 12, 1995. This 
line is entirely grade separated and from Norwalk to Aviation Boulevard near LAX, and 
operates in the center median of Interstate 105. Future plans include a connection to 
the new Crenshaw light rail line at Aviation, extension of the line south from Redondo 
Beach to Torrance and possibly an extension on the eastern end from the current ter-
minus to the Norwalk/Santa Fe Springs Metrolink Station.  
 

Line 804: Gold Line (East Los Angeles to Azusa) Opened on July 26, 2003. The first 
segment to open was from Union Station (Tracks 1 and 2) to Pasadena following the 
former Santa Fe Second District through Highland Park and South Pasadena. The 
second section, from Union Station to East Los Angeles opened on November 15, 
2009. The third segment from Pasadena to Azusa, opened on March 5, 2016. Future 
plans include an extension from Azusa to Montclair, continuing to follow the Santa Fe 
line. This extension could also be extended to the Ontario Airport. Studies are also un-
derway to extend the line east from East Los Angeles either through Whittier or Monte-
bello into South El Monte.  
 

Line 805: Purple Line (Union Station to Wilshire and Western) The Purple Line was 
originally a branch of the Red Line and was re-designated the Purple Line in 2006. The 
Purple Line shares trackage with the Red Line from Union Station to Wilshire/Vermont 
where Red Line Trains travel to North Hollywood and Purple Line trains continue west 
to Wilshire/Western. Construction is underway to extend the line west along Wilshire 
Boulevard to  La Cienega. Future plans include extending the Line to Westwood 
through Beverly Hills and Century City.  
 
  

 (Continued on Page 5) 

As part of the  
groundbreaking 
ceremonies for 
the Red Line, 
RTD borrowed a 
BART car and 
added RTD log-
os and stripes. 
Here we see the 
car loaded on a 
trailer in Down-
town Los Ange-
les of Septem-
ber 30, 1986.  

 
-Albert Novak 
Photo 

This artist ren-
dition shows a 
proposed RTD 
paint scheme 
in the early 
1980s based 
on the U2 cars 
in San Diego.  

 
-Metro  
Archives  
Collection 

http://www.socata.net
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An artist rendition 
of the new CRRC 
Corporation Lim-
ited (CRRC) 

HR4000 cars that 
are planned to re-
place the Breda 
A650 fleet.  

 
-Image courtesy of 

Metro 

Metro P865 105 is 
seen here on the 
lift at Division 11 
in Long Beach on 
April 28, 2017. At 
this time crews 
were in the pro-
cess of removing 
usable parts from 
the car before it 
was scrapped. 
Car 105 was the 
first car to be re-

tired.  
 

-Steve Hymon 
Photo 

Metro Rail Lines Continued  

Line 806: Expo Line (Los Angeles to Santa Monica) Opened April 28, 2012. The initial 
segment of the line opened from Los Angeles to the La Cienega Station in Baldwin 
Hills. On June 20, 2012 a short segment between La Cienega and Culver City opened. 
The Line begins at the 7th/Metro Station which is shared with the Blue Line. It shares 
trackage to Washington Boulevard where the Blue Line turns east and the Expo Line 
continues south toward USC. From USC the Line travels west along the former Pacific 
Electric (PE) Airline to Santa Monica. The segment from Culver City to Santa Monica 
opened on May 20, 2016. As a 2017 April fool joke, Metro issued a map and press re-
lease stating the Expo Line would be extended from Santa Monica to Avalon on Catali-
na Island via a tunnel under water.  
 
Lines Under Construction 
 

Regional Connector: It will connect the Blue Line and Expo Lines with the Gold Line, 
via a subway under downtown Los Angeles. The Regional Connector will start at the 
7th Street Metro Center Station (Blue/Expo Lines) and join the Gold Line at the Little 
Tokyo Station. There will be three new stations on the line and it is expected to open in 
2021.  
 

Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Line: It will connect with the Expo Line at the Crenshaw Sta-
tion and travel south to connect with the Green Line at Aviation Station. The line fol-
lows Crenshaw Boulevard through Leimert Park and Hyde Park, then follows the for-
mer Santa Fe Harbor Subdivision to LAX. The line will be a mix of tunnel, at-grade and 
aerial structure. There is also a planned People Mover connection to LAX. The line is 
scheduled to open in 2019. Future plans could include a northern extension to the Pur-
ple Line on Wilshire Boulevard.  
 
Other proposed projects 
 
There are several other light rail projects under development at Metro including, the  
West Santa Ana Branch, Sepulveda Pass Transit Corridor, Green Line extension to 
Torrance and the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor. The West Santa Ana 
Branch project could utilize portions of the former PE Santa Ana Line, although it 
would not cross into Orange County. This project might also use Union Pacific right-of-
way along the former Los Angeles, San Pedro and Salt Lake Harbor Line and the for-
mer PE Whittier Line through Huntington Park. A final route has yet to be selected for 
this line.  
 
There are many other proposed light rail and heavy rail projects that may never receive 
funding or further study. These projects are too numerous to list.   

http://www.socata.net
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Metro P3010 
1003 is on dis-
play at the  
Division 24 on 
May 23, 2015. 
This was a 
public event 
held prior to 
the opening of 
the new facility. 
At the time this 
car had just 
been delivered 
to Metro.  

 
-Andrew Novak 

Photo 

Metro P2550 
710 is seen 
here in a rare 
three car con-
sist at Union 
Station on July 
7, 2009. The 
three car trains 
were operating 
on this day in 
anticipation of 
heavy ridership 
for the  
Michael  

Jackson memo-
rial that day at 
Staples Center.  

 
-Andrew Novak 

Photo 

 

Metro Rail Divisions 

Division 11: Long Beach (4350 E. 208th Street) Opened July 14, 1990 - Blue Line  
car models assigned: P865, P2020, P2000 and P3010 
 

Division 14: Santa Monica (1955 S. Centinela Avenue) Opened in 2016 - Expo Line 
car models assigned: P865, P2020, P2000 and P3010   
 

Division 20: Downtown Los Angeles (320 S. Santa Fe Avenue) Opened April 19, 1992 
-  Red Line and Purple Line (Division 20 was built on the site of the former Santa Fe 
freight house in Los Angeles. A portion of the site was also where Santa Feôs La 
Grande Station was located.) 
car models assigned: A650   
 

Division 21: Downtown Los Angeles (1800 Baker Avenue) Opened 2003 - Gold Line 
(Division 21 was built on the site of the former Southern Pacific Midway yard.) 
car models assigned: P2550 and P3010 (P2000s were assigned here when division 
first opened) 
 

Division 22: Lawndale (14724 Aviation Boulevard) Opened 1995 - Green Line  
car models assigned: P2000 (P2020s were assigned here when division first opened) 
 

Division  24: Monrovia (1714 S. California Avenue) Opened 2016 - Gold Line 
car models assigned: P3010  
 

Division 16: This division in currently under construction and is on W. Arbor Vitae 
Street near LAX. This new facility is being called the Southwest Yard and when com-
plete it will serve the new Crenshaw Light Rail Line and the Green Line. Construction 
has begun on this facility and is expected to be completed in 2018. Below is an artist 
rendition of the new Division 16 from Metro.  
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Metro A650 
532 is seen 
here inside the 
Talgo plant in 
Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin in 
July 2017. Tal-
go is preform-
ing rehabs on 
the cars there.  

 
-Bob Gallegos 
Photo 

Metro A650 506 
sits outside at 
Division 20 on 
November 1, 
1992. This yard 
shot shows the 
cars away from 
the high plat-
forms where 
they are nor-
mally seen.  

 
-William 
Volkmer  
Photo 

Metro P865s 
148 and 109 
were painted in 
Pacific Electric 
colors for the 
10th Anniver-
sary of the Blue 
Line in 2000. 
Here the cars 
are seen in 
Long Beach on 
an ERHA fan 
trip in 2000.  

 
 

-Jay Roberts 
Photo 

Metro P865 
116 is seen 
here at  

Division 11 in 
Long Beach on 
September 18, 

1990  
 

-William 
Volkmer  
Photo 
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