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Celebrating 80 years! 1936-2016 

Southern Pacific GP-9E 3378 is seen here in West Anaheim on September 26, 1981. This is power for one of the many 

local trains operated by the Southern Pacific out of West Anaheim. –Albert Novak Photo 
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Pacific Railroad Society Museum 

210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.  

Telephone: (909) 394-0616.  
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Upcoming PRS Events: 

Nov 2: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas 

(210 West Bonita Avenue) 
 

Nov 4: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the 

December Issue (See contact information below) 
 

Nov 18: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn Center in  

Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)  
 

Nov 22: Wheel Clicks Mailing  10:00 AM in Pasadena 

(1240 Dominion Ave)  (626) 794-0783 
 

Dec 10: 80th Annual Christmas Party and Lunch 10:30 AM in 

Downey (Los Amigos Country Club 7295 Quill Drive) 
 

 

November Meeting Program by Russ Davies 

Note, we're meeting on the THIRD Friday this month! We'll 

be meeting as usual in the Prado Room at Story Park. And, for 

the second month in a row we'll be meeting jointly with our 

Traction buddies from ERHA. Both societies had scheduling 

problems with their respective regular meeting places. The 

program is to be determined, but with the joint resources of 

these two historic societies, it'll be great! Be there, and 

bring digital briefs!  

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!  

Andrew Novak - Editor 

P.O. Box 2383  

Downey, CA 90242 
 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Perris Trip “BIG HOLED”;  

Rescheduled For Next Year 

By Marti Ann Draper, Excursion Director  

 

After gearing up for a special excursion train on Me-

trolink to the Orange Empire Railway Museum on 

October 1, we got the bad news that OERM had inad-

vertently overscheduled their facility for the day.   As 

discouraging as it is to have to put off a trip, putting 

off a trip that we have advertised and made arrange-

ments for is especially draining.  We are now work-

ing with OERM to have an even better event in Feb-

ruary of 2017. 

  

Groundwork has been started on an excursion to San-

ta Cruz; on a special train using AT&SF 3751 this 

coming May; and on a couple of private car trips us-

ing the National Forum and one other car on an over-

night trip on the Pacific Surfliner.   

 

Unfortunately, each of these adventures are depend-

ent upon lots of background work to schedule the 

train portion, connecting transportation, food, hotels 

where applicable, and all of the attendant services, 

not to mention the selling of the trip to PRS members 

and to the general public.   These efforts take time.  

As your excursion director, it’s my job to see to it that 

each aspect of the trip is carefully planned to maxim-

ize the experience, as well as to see a return in the 

substantial cost of each trip.  

 

The cost and arrangements and the competing sched-

ules have only gotten heavier as the years have gone 

by.  I often find myself frustrated at the lack of hours 

in the day available to get this work done.   

 

As you all know, I work as a conductor on Amtrak, 

which keeps me busy all day Tuesdays and Wednes-

days as well as from Saturday evening until Monday 

morning each week.  I take my computer to Kingman 

with me so I can work on PRS business from there, 

but, of course, since I am working during the nights, I 

have to sleep during the day.  Also, many businesses 

are not open to answer phone calls on Sundays.   

I have to contribute to running our home, including 

getting my uniforms ready for my job, maintaining my 

car, and picking my grandchildren up from school and 

delivering them to various sporting events.   PRS takes 

up the rest of the time, with my duties as Treasurer 

taking up a couple of nights each month, and whatever 

time I can scrape together to work on the National Fo-

rum.  That is my favorite PRS activity, although a lot 

of it involves planning, getting parts and materials, 

and contacting the volunteers, not all of whom have e-

mail or text messaging and who can only get into the 

facility when I am there.   

 

After the disappointment of the Perris trip postpone-

ment, I went off on a two-week vacation on the 

AAPRCO (American Association of Private Railroad 

Car Owners) annual convention train.  I learned a lot 

about the challenges other private car owners face, 

how they deal with those problems, and enjoyed see-

ing a train with 21 private cars operate through territo-

ry which had not seen a passenger train for decades, if 

ever.  Russ Davies and I have talked about me giving a 

slide show of this trip soon at a membership meeting.  

It was the ultimate “Bus Man’s Holiday” but, in the 

end, I had to return to my frenzied lifestyle.  

 

I dearly wish that someone was available to just sit in 

an office a couple of days during the week and make 

arrangements for our excursions.  However, no one is 

available.  I hope that you all understand that the small 

number of excursions we have had lately is directly 

related to our small pool of volunteers.  

 

I vow to keep trying, and to call upon each of you who 

has stepped forward to aid in this effort.   When we 

can get together, we have always had a great time, and  

so we will in the future.  As I have said many times, 

we want and need your support.  Contact the Excur-

sion department at prsexcursions@live.com or by call-

ing us at (626) 570-0033 if you have questions or want 

to volunteer.  

 

 

mailto:prsexcursions@live.com
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The Museum Report  

By David Housh, Curator  

 

We had another fine month at the museum in Septem-

ber with one exception.  I had to close off half the 

museum one Saturday because no one volunteered to 

help that day.  One person cannot monitor the entire 

museum, much less give a tour by himself.  I would 

hope that some of you out there, who have hesitated 

to step up, will consider giving your Society an occa-

sional Saturday.  Many consider the museum to be 

our "crown jewel," and it is becoming an ever more 

popular local attraction with some great online re-

views.  But it doesn't run itself.  We need your help!   

 

I am slowly proceeding in my program to renovate 

our older displays.  The Santa Fe corner display reno-

vation is now finished and has been well re-

ceived.  Come and check it out!  Next to get a makeo-

ver will be the San Dimas/Citrus Industry cor-

ner.  While its content is fine, it is looking a bit tat-

tered.  So it is scheduled for the next upgrade.  

 

Thanks this month go out to Virginia Grupp, Bob 

Gordon, and Larry Aandahl.  They continue to be 

solid in their Saturday support.  Dennis Gilkey is on 

the thank-you list for his regular monthly visit from 

Lancaster to spruce up the grounds around the muse-

um.  His faithful service is much appreciated.  

 

I look forward to seeing you at the museum.  

Former Great Northern observation car “City of Spokane,” owned by Dr. Larry Milsow, brings up the rear of the 2016 

AAPRCO special train along the Clark Fork River in Montana.  PRS was one of the western founding members of 

AAPRCO and our excursion director made the trek in September of this year to see how other private car owners inter-

act with Amtrak, with government agencies, and the freight railroads.  -Marti Ann Draper Photo  



PRS Member and Sound Transit Station Agent Jay Roberts greats the new midday train from Lakewood Washington 

to Seattle at the Tukwila Station on September 27, 2016. - Bob Ferguson Photo 

SP SW1500 2450 is heading southbound on Alameda Street near 7th Street in April 1975. –Steve Crise Photo.  

At the recent Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society Convention in Palm Springs, Steve won first place in 

the color prototype category with this image. Congratulations Steve!  

 WHEEL CLICKS November 2016 5 



6 November 2016 WHEEL CLICKS  

The Blue Flag 

By Albert Novak, Chairman, Rolling Stock  

Committee  
 

On October 12, 2016, Union Pacific and BNSF sent 

car inspectors to Dart to determine whether the four 

cars that are being donated to Orange Empire Rail-

way Museum were mechanically acceptable for 

movement by rail.  Since caboose UP 25886, TTX 

flat car 101211, ATSF RDC DC1-91, and SP com-

bine 3302 were already coupled together, it was de-

cided to test the air brakes on all four cars at the same 

time.  Ray Ballish of OERM provided the air com-

pressor and the cars were charged.  A leak was found 

in the relay valve on SP 3302, but this was quickly 

remedied by Fred Nicas.  Aside from a couple minor 

issues, which were taken care of, the cars were pro-

nounced acceptable for operation in freight service.  

Many thanks once again to all those who helped 

make this accomplishment possible. 

Caltrain News 

By Mike Gondron  
 

During the month of October, Caltrain will be con-

ducting its Triennial Customer Survey to gather infor-

mation on passenger characteristics, demographics, 

and service satisfaction.  Findings from the survey 

will help Caltrain determine whether or not current 

service is meeting the needs of its growing passenger 

base, and if not, what changes need to be made.  The 

findings from the survey will be presented at a future 

Board of Directors meeting.  
 

In September, a Contra Costa Superior Court judge 

ruled against the town of Atherton in its effort to de-

lay Caltrain's $2 billion modernization pro-

gram.  Atherton was claiming that Caltrain's environ-

mental impact report was inadequate and that its 

plans to share the Peninsula tracks with High-Speed 

Rail should have been vetted as part of the review. 

The judge sided with Caltrain, allowing the project to 

move forward.  For now.   
 

A local television station has a feature called "People 

Behaving Badly", where drivers are caught on camera 

skirting the law, or trying to take shortcuts that are, if 

not illegal, certainly unwise.  One day in September, 

their cameras were at the Broadway Avenue crossing 

in Burlingame, the site of some highly publicized 

train-vehicle collisions in recent months.  With local 

police on hand, a total of 52 tickets were issued that 

day, including 35 for blocking the tracks and 17 for 

ignoring the crossing signal.  Along with a fine, the 

violations come with a point on your license and pos-

sibly traffic school.  
 

Caltrain has received praise for its Twitter presence in 

recent weeks.  Instead of the usual robotic, sterile re-

sponse to complaints, Caltrain has an actual person to 

respond to questions and complaints every 

day.  When there are significant delays going on, that 

number could be in the hundreds.  Caltrain makes an 

effort to show off a little personality flair with their 

tweets when delivering information about delays and 

system updates.  Sometimes the tweets just include 

some quirky little observations.  

Don’t Forget to get your tickets to 

the annual PRS Christmas Party!  

This year our guest speaker will be Ed Dickens 

of the Union Pacific Steam Program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The steam crew posies during the move of UP 4014 in 

Pomona on November 23, 2013  -Steve Crise Photo 



PRS 80th Anniversary, History taken 

from Museum Archives: the 1950s   

By Ed Saalig  

 

In 1951, the Korean War cast its shadow over railfan 

activities.  It was uncertain how many club members 

would be called to duty and to what extent the war 

would curtail the operation of excursions.  The 1951 

Anniversary Banquet, was held aboard the SP Lark 

Club car enroute from the coach yard to LAUPT.  
 

In its formative days PRS was comprised primarily of 

young men interested in the simple aspects of rail-

roading:  artifacts, train-watching, one-day streetcar 

excursions, and informal organization and operation.  

During the early 1950’s a small part of the nuts-and-

bolts group came to be known as “Dirty Shirts.”  

They had no desire to sponsor widespread participa-

tion.  At the same time they referred to both old and 

new members with broader interests as “Poppy Pick-

ers.”  These latter individuals with imagination and 

dedication strove for an enlarged scope of operations 

for the PRS.  
 

The conflict between the two segments reached a cli-

max in 1952 when a strong feeling arose to disband 

the Society.  In 1953, Nolan Black was elected  

 WHEEL CLICKS  November 2016 7 

President and Gene Glenn Vice-Presidet.  Both stated 

substatial objectives for the PRS and reorganized its 

operations accordingly.  The less flexible fans 

dropped their memberships.  Gene Glenn became 

Membership Chairman and set his initial goal of 500 

new members.  By 1958 he reached that goal.  With 

growing membership, finances, and activities, the 

new managers of PRS were aware of the advantages 

of incorporation and in 1957, bylaws were adopted, 

and PRS became a California nonprofit corporation.  
 

In March 1952, Excursion No 78 marked the 

Society’s first overnight venture and proved 

conclusively that southern California railfans were 

interested in extended rail adventures into new 

territory.   
 

By 1957 the Clark Hotel in LA was the regular 

meeting place and the site of the “Twenty-First 

Annual Banquet,“ arranged by Peggy Goss.  In its 

twenty-first year, PRS was a vastly different 

organization from the Railroad Boosters of 1936.  As 

President Bob Dockery set about the business of the 

new year it seemed as if the society had actually 

“grown up.“ Labor Day of 1959 saw 222 railfans on 

the Rocky Mt. Rendezvous  excursion.  Also in 1959 

the monthly bulletin appeared under its former title:  

Wheel Clicks.  
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