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Celebrating 80 years! 1936-2016 

Pacific Electric (PE) interurban 1205 is parked next to the PE depot in Fullerton on May 14, 1939. On this date the car 

is operating on Railroad Boosters Excursion 18. –Ralph Melching Photo/PRS Collection  
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

Dec 7: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas 

(210 West Bonita Avenue) 
 

Dec 10: 80th Annual Christmas Party and Luncheon 10:30 

AM in Downey (Los Amigos Country Club 7295 Quill Drive) 
 

Dec 16: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the 

January Issue (See contact information below) 
 

Dec 28: Wheel Clicks Mailing  10:00 AM in Pasadena 

(1240 Dominion Ave)  (626) 794-0783 
 

Jan 13: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn Center in  

Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)  
 

Jan 21: Excursion to Perris from Los Angeles Union Station 
 

As per our tradition we do not have a membership meeting in 

December. All members are encouraged to attend our annual 

Christmas Party and Luncheon which will feature guest 

speaker Ed Dickens of the Union Pacific and movies by our 

own Harvey Laner. The Holiday party will also include raffle 

prizes and a silent auction. We hope to see you their!  

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!  

Andrew Novak - Editor 

P.O. Box 2383  

Downey, CA 90242 
 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Illinois Central Diner 4110  

“Shadrach Bond ” 

By Andrew Novak  
 

After World War II ended, the Illinois Central (IC) 

began modernizing several of their passenger trains 

with lightweight passenger cars. In 1946 they ordered 

four passenger cars from Pullman-Standard for their 

train the “Green Diamond” that operated between 

Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis Missouri. One of the 

four cars in the order was a 48-seat diner which 

would carry fleet number 4110 and be given the name 

“Shadrach Bond.” Shadrach Bond was the first gover-

nor of Illinois when the state was admitted into the 

Union in 1818.  
 

Due to a backlog of orders at Pullman-Standard, the 

cars were not delivered to the railroad until 1948, and 

by then, the “Green Diamond” was already operating 

with lightweight equipment. The 4110 was assigned 

to the “Daylight” which was a counterpart to the 

“Green Diamond.” When the “Daylight “ was discon-

tinued in 1964, IC put the car in general service until 

1967. In 1967 the railroad replaced several of the ta-

bles with 8 lounge seats, decreasing the dining capac-

ity to 32 seats. This was done for the train “Land 

O’Corn” which operated between Chicago and Wa-

terloo, Iowa. The 4110 would operate on this train 

from 1967 to 1969, and in 1969 it was placed in lim-

ited service.  
 

The diner’s career on the IC came to an end in Janu-

ary 1971 when the kitchen was condemned for excess 

grease buildup. In April of 1971, Pacific Railroad 

Society (PRS) purchased the car from IC and shipped 

it west to Los Angeles.  While PRS had intentions of 

using the car on their excursion trains of the 1970s 

and early 1980s, those plans never materialized and 

the car never operated on a PRS excursion. Several 

restorations were started on the interior of the car, 

although none were ever completed. In 2014 the 

Board of Directors authorized donation of the car to 

the Monticello Railway Museum in Monticello, Illi-

nois. Previously PRS donated former IC Sleeper 

“Council Bluffs” to the Monticello museum.   

  

 

In early 2015, volunteers from Monticello made the 

trip to California to work on the 4110 and former Gulf 

Mobile & Ohio sleeper “Timothy B. Blackstone” 

which was also donated to their museum by PRS. The 

two cars moved from Commerce to their new home in 

Illinois in November 2015. Since then, museum vol-

unteers have been working on the 4110 to restore the 

car with plans to operate it on the Polar Express Train 

they operate every December. The goal now is to have 

the car ready for the 2017 events.  
 

Since the car arrived at the museum it has been back 

under steam and various leaks in the steam piping 

were fixed. They are also working on finding a new 

carpeting for the car that resembles the original carpet-

ing in the car. The biggest task completed so far was 

removing all of the old paint on the car for repainting. 

Before stripping the car they did use some of the origi-

nal IC paint on the car to make sure their new paint 

was correct.  As of this writing the car has not yet 

been repainted as crews work to repair some old dam-

age on the car from the IC days. We will have updates 

in the pages of Wheel Clicks as work continues. My 

thanks to Kent McClure of the Monticello Railway 

Museum for the progress updates on the 4110.  

The 4110 after all the paint was removed from the side of the 

car at the Monticello Railway Museum. –Kent McClure Photo 
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Perris Trip Will Run on January 21! 

By Marti Ann Draper, Excursion Director  

 

Our special 80th anniversary train from Los Angeles 

direct to Perris has been re-scheduled for Saturday, 

January 21, 2017.  This date was good for Orange 

Empire Railway Museum and hopefully they will be 

able to concentrate on showing each of you a great 

time at their historic facility.   They will be giving 

special emphasis on their “back shops” that day, a 

special opportunity to see the restoration process in 

action.  Also, we have planned this big event to coin-

cide with one of the days they operate former Ventura 

County Railroad engine number 2, making steam a 

part of the 80th anniversary party. 
 

We hope that the trip to Perris will kick off a particu-

larly successful year for excursions at PRS.   When 

you get the flyer for the newly-rescheduled trip, be 

sure to share it with your friends who are not yet 

members of PRS.  Much angst and hand-wringing has 

been going on during the last few years because we 

have seen a decline in membership numbers, a de-

cline in the number of new members, a decline in the 

number of members available to fill volunteer posi-

tions, and a decline in revenue.   While this trend is 

fairly universal throughout the universe of charitable 

and “hobby” institutions, there are still people out 

there interested in railroads and their history.  What 

does PRS have to offer them?   My answer to you is 

something that can only be provided by a savvy, ex-

perienced organization of flesh and blood people, not 

by the pixels in the virtual reality world.  That some-

thing is special trains, special tours, special experi-

ences.  PRS has always succeeded when it sticks to 

the core purpose of running excursions.  Everything 

else is important, but relies upon that special mission.  

That’s what builds our memories and strengthens our 

core.  
 

So, when you get the flyer for the very special train to 

Perris, please show it around.   Point out to your 

friends that PRS is made up of volunteers and that 

they are the ones who can keep this engine running.   

And join use on January 21 when we re-live the past 

and take the first step towards our future.  

If  Metrolink agrees, we will take the “National Fo-

rum” along on that first trip.   If not, we will have it 

ready to go on a private car-centered trip soon after.   

Your fellow members have been diligently working 

on polishing it off—literally—so that when the 

“Forum” steps out again, you will be able to take 

pride in its appearance.   Again, we are a historic 

group, so we are attempting to keep it looking authen-

tic.   Historic preservation is different, and actually 

much more difficult, than ‘refurbishment.”  However, 

that is the standard we seek.   We also have the goal 

that each one of you can ride the “National Forum” 

on the main line at least once during 2017. 
 

Those of you who signed up for the excursion in Oc-

tober will be sent a letter notifying you of the new 

date.   Your payment information was destroyed for 

security reasons, so it will be necessary for you to 

sign up all over again.   We’re sorry for the inconven-

ience.   Everyone else, please look for the information 

enclosed with this Wheel Clicks, or go to pacificrail-

roadsociety.org to sign up for the trip.  And, as al-

ways, if you can help put on excursions, your efforts 

are warmly welcomed!  

After signing off for the day on October 27, 2016, PRS vol-

unteer Doug Hunt notes his reflection in the polished side of 

the “National Forum.”  Along with Dennis Gilkey, Chester 

Olson, and Ed Saalig, Doug used plenty of “elbow grease” 

to apply a carnauba wax finish to the yellow sections of the 

sides of the car.   After two day’s work and plenty of sore-

ness the next day, the “Forum” sides are half finished!   

-Marti Ann Draper Photo 



The “National Forum” is in good company as it sits with former ATSF 3751 at the site of the Redondo Roundhouse at 

Amtrak’s Los Angeles Mechanical facility on July 21, 2016.  -Marti Ann Draper Photo 

Southern Pacific’s only Budd Rail Diesel Car, the SP-10, is being prepared for shipping from Galveston, Texas to 

Woodland, California where it will eventually become a static display at the proposed Southern Pacific Railroad His-

tory Center. Volunteers were in Texas in November to prepare the car for transport. –Scott Inman Photo 
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Caltrain has also announced its schedule for the up-

coming holiday season.  A Sunday schedule will be 

operated on Thanksgiving, November 24, Christmas, 

December 25, and New Year's Day, January 1.  A 

modified weekday schedule will be operated on the 

days after Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's, 

Day and a Saturday schedule will be operated on 

Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve.  In addition, ex-

tra service will be operated on New Year's Eve with 

four additional trains departing San Francisco after 

midnight January 1.  The trains will all be locals, 

making all peninsula stops, and will depart San Fran-

cisco at 12:45 a.m., 1:15 a.m., 1:45 a.m., and 2:15 

a.m. or until each train is full.  Service will be free on 

New Year's Eve from 8:00 p.m. until the final special 

train arrives in San Jose on New Year's morning.  

 

Caltrain is often plagued with service disruptions for 

various reasons, frustrating passengers for, if no other 

reason, a lack of reliable information.  To help ease 

some of these frustrations, Caltrain has developed a 

"Disruption Playbook" for instances when major ser-

vice disruptions occur.  The disruptions are broken 

down into three categories: incident investigations, 

mechanical issues, and police activities.  The play-

book details the processes that must take place before 

service can be restored, in the hope that passengers 

can at least understand why the delay is taking so 

long.  Full playbook details can be viewed at cal-

train.com//service disruption.  

 

On November 2, the Santa Clara Valley Transporta-

tion Authority broke ground on construction of a bike 

and pedestrian tunnel to connect the Santa Clara sta-

tion with Brokaw Road, across the Union Pacific 

yard.  The project will extend the current station tun-

nel about 80 feet, running beneath the Union Pacific 

tracks.  A 250 foot open-air ramp will be built to con-

nect Brokaw Road to the tunnel structure.  The $14 

million project should be open to the public by the 

summer of 2017. 

Caltrain News 

By Mike Gondron  
 

Caltrain's popular Toys for Tots Holiday Train will be 

returning this year to help collect toys for local fami-

lies in need.  This year's train will operate over the 

weekend of December 3-4.  On Saturday, December 

3, the train will leave San Francisco at 4:45 p.m. and 

make stops at Burlingame, Redwood City, Mountain 

View, and Santa Clara, then return to San Francisco 

nonstop.  On Sunday, December 4, the train will 

leave San Francisco at 4:50 p.m. and make stops at 

Millbrae, San Mateo, Menlo Park, and Sunnyvale, 

then again return to San Francisco nonstop.  The train 

will spend about 20 minutes at each stop. 

The Museum Report  

By David Housh, Curator  
 

The museum remained alive and well during Octo-

ber.  The "passenger count" remained consistent with 

recent months and, in fact, rose from the September 

level.  That was somewhat remarkable considering 

the parking problem caused  by the city's downtown 

renovation project.  The parking lot in front of the 

museum seldom has an open spot during our business 

hours.  The project is scheduled for completion in 

mid December.  
 

We need to start thinking about the holidays, more 

specifically December 3.  This Saturday has been set 

aside for the annual tree lighting ceremony in front of 

the museum.  This will require after hours help from 

some of our members.   I am asking now for volun-

teers to be on hand to help monitor the crowd that 

usually descends on our facility that night.  Hopefully 

I'll have this taken care of by the time you read this, 

but please feel free to come and help.  It would be 

nice to see some new faces!  
 

Thank yous for October include the usual Monday 

staff of Harvey Laner, Russ Davies, Steve Crise, Jim 

Baker, and Mark Effle. Saturday helpers included 

Steve Crise, Larry Aandahl, Bob Gordon, Andrew 

Novak, and Virginia Grupp. Virginia and Russ also 

helped  during our extended Halloween hours on Oc-

tober 31.  I appreciate this support. 



PRS 80th Anniversary, History taken 

from Museum Archives: the 1960s   

By Ed Saalig  

 

An ambitious one-day round-trip to Bakersfield via 

both Southern Pacific (SP) and Santa Fe rails on St. 

Valentine’s Day opened the 1960 excursion year.  Six 

more excursions followed that year.  As the 1961, 

Silver Jubilee Year approached, a special Silver Jubi-

lee Committee headed by Gene Glenn began planning 

appropriate events to celebrate the anniversary.  The 

Society’s 25th birthday celebration was held in the 

Wilton Hotel (as it was known then; formerly, and 

later, The Breakers) in Long Beach.  Lynn Michaels 

was chosen to be Queen to reign over Silver Jubilee 

Year special events. A quarter century had passed 

since six young railfans got together to form an or-

ganization known as Railroad Boosters.  The inter-

vening years saw that organization grow into the Pa-

cific Railroad Society, one of the largest railfan clubs 

in the United States.  
 

The 1963 annual spring banquet was held April 6 at 

Knott’s Berry Farm and featured a special train via 

the Santa Fe from Los Angeles to Fullerton and re-

turn.  The new officers were John Wilson, President;  

and William  A. Ware, Treasurer.  Leroy Donat and 

Nolan Black were elected as new directors.   
 

PRS operated 11 excursions during 1963, ranging 

from four End-of-an-Era trips over the remaining Los 

Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority streetcar 

lines, to a ride on the Palm Springs Tramway via a SP 

special train to West Palm Springs.  The excursion 

calendar included the traditional springtime trip to 

Bakersfield that was operated on March 24, called 

Tehachapi Mileposts.  
 

To cover increased expenses, the dues for 1964 were 

raised to $4.00.  On April 5, PRS operated its 15th 

springtime excursion over the Tehachapi Mountains 

to Bakersfield.  This time the trip was called the Pio-

neer Express.  Other excursions in 1964 took mem-

bers and guests to Durango, Colorado, the Roaring 

Camp & Big Trees Narrow Gauge Railroad, and Cali-

co Ghost Town.   
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On February 6, 1966, PRS operated the San Berdoo 

Local via Santa Fe to San Bernardino with Santa Fe’s 

open-platform observation car 1509 on the rear.  At 

the end of 1966, Rolland Grahm revived Wheel 

Clicks as a regular publication and established high 

standards in its production.  At the same time, he set 

up a Publications Department to centralize 

responsibility for all printed material used and 

distributed by the Society. 
 

The closing of the Santa Fe telegraph and train order 

office at Summit in February 1967, and the grading 

and rail laying for SP’s Palmdale-Coton Cutoff, 

necessitated moving the “Descanso“ to the Orange 

Empire Trolley Museum,  On April 30, 1967, the 

“Descanso,“ aboard a flatbed truck slowly made its 

way down the new SP grade en route to Perris.  The 

1968 excursion calendar listed six trips, with all but 

one, of two or three-day duration.  The Bakersfield 

trip, for the second year called Mountain Outin’, 

broke all records with over 850 passengers aboard the 

24-car train.   
 

A 20-page documentary issue of Wheel Clicks on Los 

Angeles Union Passenger Terminal was put together 

by Editor Rolland Graham.  A special board meeting 

in December was convened to consider the purchase 

of our own passenger cars due to the steady decline of 

the passenger trains, threatening our excursion 

program.  Rolland Graham took a “straw vote” of the 

members by mail, and respondents concurred by 

better than 90 percent. One era was ending, and 

another was about to begin. 

LAST CHANCE!  

We still have about 8 tickets left for the 80th Anni-

versary Annual Christmas Luncheon.  It will be held 

at Los Amigos Golf Course, December 10 between 

10:30 am and 2:00 pm. Each ticket includes a sit 

down lunch and a 80th Anniversary pin.  If you want 

to purchase tickets you must call David Housh at 

the PRS Museum at (909) 394-0616 before Decem-

ber 5 in order to hold your tickets.  Let him know the 

name of each person coming and their choice of 

Chicken, Roasted Pork or Pasta Primavera, as their 

lunch entree. You must pay for the tickets with a 

check (NO credit card or cash) at the Luncheon. 



8 December 2016 WHEEL CLICKS  


