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Upcoming PRS Events: 

July 6: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas 

(210 West Bonita Avenue) 
 

July 8: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn Center in  

Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)  
 

July 15: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for August  

(See contact information below) 
 

July 27: Wheel Clicks Mailing  10:00 AM in Pasadena 

(1240 Dominion Ave)  (626) 794-0783 

 

July Meeting Program by Russ Davies 

July 8: The Santa Monica Airline morphs into Metro's Expo 

Line to Santa Monica! Tonight we'll journey from Los 

Angeles to the new Santa Monica Station, with historic "Then 

and Nows" along the way! This will be a digital presentation, 

utilizing scans of black & white prints and negatives, as well 

as scanned color slides. From the folks at YOUR PRS archives 

and museum. Be there, and bring digital briefs!  

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the soul discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!  

 

Andrew Novak - Editor 

P.O. Box 2383  

Downey, CA 90242 

 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Welcome to Wheel Clicks! - By Andrew Novak 

 

I thought I would take a minute to introduce myself 

as the new editor of Wheel Clicks. My name is An-

drew Novak and I have been involved with PRS all of 

my life. My parents and grandparents have been 

members of PRS since the 1970s and as a kid I spent 

many an hour down at our rolling stock collection in 

Commerce. In 2009 I got involved with our excursion 

program and in 2013 I was elected to the Board of 

Directors. As we started our 80th year I was elected 

Vice President of PRS.  

 

Since 1994 I have been producing my own transpor-

tation newsletters, and from 2009 to 2014, I was edi-

tor of the Southern California Transit Advocate’s 

newsletter the “Transit Advocate.” I was honored to 

take over editing Wheel Clicks.  

 

This change in editors comes at an historic time in 

PRS History, we are celebrating our 80th Anniver-

sary! As one of the oldest railfan groups in the west, 

PRS has a rich and interesting history. One of my 

goals this year is to tell the story of PRS through pho-

tographs and stories of our club’s history.  Now is the 

time to share your excursion memories and photos 

with the rest of the organization here in the pages of 

Wheel Clicks. Contact information for Wheel Clicks 

is located on the inside cover and I look forward to 

your submissions! 

 

Finally I would like to thank Charles Varnes for the 

time he spent as editor of Wheel Clicks.  

Thank You Charles!  

 

 

The Museum Report - By David Housh 

 

Recent public exposure of our museum through vari-

ous mediums has led to an increase in visitors over the 

last several weeks, particularly on Saturdays.  The 30 

to 40 visitors on recent Saturdays reveal a need for 

additional volunteers on these days.  We would wel-

come your help on a Saturday even if you come and 

just circulate through the rooms to provide additional  

security when we have multiple groups in the muse-

um. 

  

We continue to get bookings for group tours, most 

often school or senior citizen groups.  The ramp at our 

rear entrance has come in handy for wheel chairs and 

walkers.  Our facility gets top reviews from these tour 

groups  and from individuals as well.  If you know of 

a group looking for an outing, feel free to direct them 

our way.  Remember that private tours are available by 

appointment on most Wednesday mornings and Fri-

days. May “museum thank yous” go out to Dennis 

Gilkey, Steve Crise, Virginia Grupp, Dave Abbott, 

Larry Aandahl and Bob Gordon. We appreciate your 

support! 

 

 

Editor Andrew Novak and Editor Emeritus Charles  

Varnes view slides at the PRS Museum on June 6, 2016.  

–Steve Crise Photo 
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The Blue Flag - By Albert Novak 

 

As the newly-appointed chair of the Rolling Stock 

Committee this is a good time to report on the current 

status of the cars which have been recently donated, 

and those which have been donated but have not left 

Saunders Yard in Commerce.  But first, I would like 

to explain the reasoning behind the decision to reduce 

the number of cars which were stored in Commerce. 

 

For several years, the number of volunteers attending 

the Saturday work parties had been dwindling until 

there were basically three of us trying to maintain 13 

pieces of equipment.  Realistically, we couldn’t even 

contain the inevitable deterioration that occurred from 

old age and constant exposure to the weather.  With 

the possible exception of former ATSF high-level 

coach dormitory car 545, which is now maintained by 

the Excursion Committee, the likelihood of any of the 

remaining equipment ever operating on Amtrak is 

virtually nil.  Much of our carefully-hoarded supply 

of major passenger car appliances are now mostly 

obsolete in the current private car operating environ-

ment. In addition, as we found in 2014, much of this 

equipment was subjected to destruction by a relent-

less copper thief, making many large items worthless, 

except as scrap. 

 

With these considerations in mind, we began a dili-

gent search for suitable homes for these cars that 

were becoming more of a liability than an asset to the 

society.  We wanted to find responsible organizations 

who would be committed to their continued preserva-

tion and display when it would no longer be possible 

to operate them.  This was the goal of the society as 

explained to me over 40 years ago when I first be-

came involved with the private cars.  

 

Donation of surplus rolling stock and other equip-

ment is nothing new for PRS.  Since I first became 

involved with the Private Car Committee in 1973, the 

society has donated or traded many pieces of rolling 

stock to museums or other groups. The most recent 

donations that are now residing in their new homes 

are the former Gulf Mobile & Ohio Pullman  

TIMOTHY B. BLACKSTONE and the former Illi-

nois Central diner 4110 (SHADRACH BOND) to the 

Monticello Railway Museum which already owns the 

former PRS Pullman car COUNCIL BLUFFS.  The 

Southern California Railway Plaza Association in 

Fullerton are proud owners of our former UP cupola 

caboose 25052 and are custodians of leased cars 5001 

STARLIGHT CAFÉ and lounge dormitory 6101 CA-

JON PASS.  The most recent departure from Com-

merce was the Pullman IMPERIAL BIRD that now 

resides under cover in Campo under the care of Pacif-

ic Southwest Railway Museum.  All these cars were 

prepared for movement by rail or road after massive 

effort and considerable expense by the receiving or-

ganizations.  This fact alone demonstrates their inten-

tion to provide these cars with secure homes for the 

future.  

 

Currently, volunteers from Orange Empire Railway 

Museum have been working for several weeks to pre-

pare the four remaining pieces of equipment being 

donated, namely: UP bay window caboose 25886; 

TTX flat car 101211; ATSF RDC DC-191: and SP 

combine 3302.  Thus far, more than 200 man-hours 

have been invested by their volunteers and ours to 

prepare these four cars for movement to OERM.  In 

the case of the RDC, much of the work involved re-

placing the complex brake piping hacked away by our 

copper thief.  Another major task involves removing 

the various equipment and major parts stored on the 

TTX flat before it can be moved by rail.  And once 

these extremely heavy items have been unloaded, 

there is the task of cleaning up the car of all the 

“dunnage”, namely the many deteriorated pallets and 

blocking on which this equipment was stored. 

 

This pretty much sums up things as they stand at the 

moment.  I will endeavor to make the Blue Flag a 

regular item in Wheel Clicks and update the status of 

the remaining rolling stock under the responsibility of 

the Rolling Stock Committee. 



Excursion Committee  - By Marti Ann Draper 

 

A great portion of our time and effort during the past 

few months went into putting together a special ex-

cursion train to celebrate the 80th anniversary of PRS 

and to run ex-AT&SF steam locomotive 3751 on a 

main line trip to Barstow.   Amtrak was working on 

putting the train together on our selected date of Sep-

tember 10: owners of private cars had promised their 

participation; we had reserved the Harvey House in 

Barstow; and the insurance coverage had been priced 

and was in the works.  However, BNSF refused to 

allow 3751 to run on this excursion and also on one 

planned for three weeks later by the Central Coast 

Chapter NRHS.  We hope to someday find out and to 

meet what objections the railway has to the operation 

of this magnificent representative of railroad history, 

but until we do, the steam excursion to Barstow re-

mains a huge disappointment. 

 

That means it’s back to the drawing board for other 

excursions we’d like to do, including a low-cost trip 

on Metro Rail’s new lines; a trip to Perris using rail; 

trips to San Diego and to Northern California on our 

own NATIONAL FORUM; and a special train next 

spring to either the desert or to Barstow.   

 

I have to admit that the offerings have been few and 

far between.  This is largely due to the fact that yours 

truly has a 45-hour a week job that involves working 

all night on the weekends; three active teenage grand-

sons; and the job of treasurer of this organization.   I  

 

would dearly love to delegate the hardest part of the 

job, which is making contacts and setting up schedul-

ing, to someone else.  If anyone would like to learn 

more about this job, please contact me at prsexcur-

sions@live.com or by calling (626) 670-0033.  I sure 

could use the help!    

 

We’ll let you know about our next excursion commit-

tee meeting, which may be scheduled somewhere 

convenient for you if it would mean we can count on 

you to help out!  

 

In the meantime, work continues on the NATIONAL 

FORUM.  Since I have Thursdays off, most of the 

work we do has been on those days, but certain spe-

cial Saturday mornings may be scheduled as our work 

progresses.  This month, Chester Olsen, Doug Hunt, 

Dennis Gilkey, Russell Homan and Ed Saalig all 

showed up to lend muscle and know-how to our  

FORUM projects. Thanks so much!  Right now, we 

are getting ready to replace certain of our windows 

with FRA standard safety glass that is laminated so 

that condensation and clouding problems are elimi-

nated.  Every window we replace needs to have new 

custom-made gaskets put in at the same time.  In or-

der to keep the price low, we plan to purchase all of 

the gaskets at the same time, although the windows 

will be put in gradually one at a time.   We are 

launching a fundraising effort to cover the average 

cost of $707 for replacing each window.  You’ll be 

able to see at least one of these new windows in place 

by the time the Forum runs again this fall.   
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Excursion Committee  

volunteers Ed Saalig, Den-

nis Gilkey and Russell 

Homan reporting for work 

on the National Forum at  

Amtrak’s Los Angeles 

Maintenance Facility on 

May 21, 2016.  

 

-Marti Ann Draper Photo 

mailto:prsexcursions@live.com
mailto:prsexcursions@live.com


CalTrain News - By Mike Gordon 

 

For the sixth consecutive year, Caltrain has set a rec-

ord for ridership. Initial numbers from the annual rid-

ership count taken earlier this year shows that Cal-

train’s average weekday ridership is now at 62,416. 

That’s a 7.2% increase over 2015, an 83% increase 

over 2010, and a 161% increase from 2004 before 

Baby Bullet service was inaugurated and when week-

day ridership levels were below 24,000. Average 

weekend ridership levels also increased. This year’s 

numbers showed a 5.3% increase over 2015, growing 

to 27,634 from 26,241 riders last year.  

 

One number that was down was the number of bike 

riders using Caltrain. The survey showed an 11.1% 

drop in bike ridership. The drop is blamed partly on 

cyclists getting discouraged after being denied board-

ing due to capacity restrictions, and also because of 

the increased number of rainy days this past winter 

compared to previous years. In April, after the survey 

was taken, Caltrain added a third bike car to its Bom-

bardier train sets, which has eased the crowding prob-

lem somewhat. San Francisco remains the most popu-

lar station, with Palo Alto and San Jose Diridon com-

ing in second and third. 

 

Caltrain’s record ridership has been achieved despite 

all too frequent incidents that cause major delays to 

the system. The latest incident came on June 2 when 

Train No. 305 struck and killed a trespasser at Whip-

ple Avenue in Redwood City. Train No. 305 is the 

third northbound train of the morning, so pretty much 

the entire commute was severely disrupted. Trains in 

both directions were stopped until a bus bridge could 

be set up between Redwood City, and Belmont. De-

lays of up to 90 minutes were incurred. 

 

May 23 was an especially deadly day on Bay Area 

railroad tracks. Four people were struck by trains that 

day, three resulting in fatalities. Three of the incidents 

occurred within a four hour time frame, beginning  

with a Caltrain trespasser strike in Burlingame at 6:30 

a.m. At 10:00 a.m., a man was struck and killed by a  

Capitol Corridor train in San Leandro, and a half hour 

later a person was hit by a BART train at the Embar-

cadero station in San Francisco. That person sur-

vived. Later in the day, another Capitol Corridor train 

struck and killed a person in San Pablo.  

 

The following day, a mother and child were killed 

when their SUV was struck by a Capitol Corridor 

train in San Leandro when their vehicle got stuck in 

traffic on a crossing. That incident made the national 

news.  

 

In spite of people’s apparent inattention to their sur-

roundings, and objections from Caltrain and the Cali-

fornia Public Utilities Commission, the Atherton 

town council has voted to establish a “quiet zone”. 

The zone will only apply to trains approaching Fair 

Oaks Lane, which has been equipped with a four arm, 

quad gate system that theoretically prevents drivers 

from driving around gates when the gates are down.  

Engineers will be prohibited from routinely sounding 

the horn when approaching this crossing, but will still 

be able to so when circumstances arise that require a 

warning.   

 

News Briefs- By Andrew Novak 

 

Batten Kill Railroad: On June 7, 2016, an announce-

ment was made that the Batten Kill Railroad of 

Greenwich, NY would be receiving $1.3 Million in 

state funding to repair and replace ties along 4 miles 

of the railroad. The funding is part of New York Gov-

ernor Andrew Cuomo’s Passenger and Freight Rail 

Assistance Program. As part of the program, $16.3 

Million will be used state-wide to rehabilitate three 

railroad bridges and 52 miles of track.  

  

The Batten Kill operates approximately 35 miles of 

former Delaware & Hudson branches in upstate New 

York. The railroad was formed in 1982.  

(Information provided by www.poststar.com) 
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News Briefs Continued  

 

SMART: Recently the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 

Transit (SMART) announced that test trains could be 

operating as soon as September with full revenue ser-

vice expected to begin later this year. The new Diesel 

Multiple Unit (DMU) will operate from Santa Rosa  

to San Rafael along the Northwestern Pacific (NWP).  

 

This is the first phase of the project which will even-

tually be extended south to the Larkspur Ferry Termi-

nal and north to Cloverdale. In June the agency an-

nounced fares for the service and a one-way trip will 

have a base fare $3.50 with an additional $2 per zone. 

In the first phase their will be 5 zones and a one-way 

fare from end to end will be $11.50. When the full 

line is complete the agency expects to have 7 zones 

total. Fares will not cover all operating expenses and 

the fares will be reviewed after the first year of opera-

tion.  

 

Travel over the new 11-station route is expected to 

take 55 minutes from the Santa Rosa Airport to San 

Rafael as opposed to driving on US 101 which can 

take any where from 60 to 100 minutes. A draft 

schedule is currently on the agency's website which 

shows bi-directional service on weekdays and limited 

service on weekends and holidays.  

(Information for this article from the Marin Independ-

ent Journal and the SMART website.) 

 

IMPERIAL BIRD in the news! - By Andrew Novak 

 

As previously reported, PRS recently donated former 

Union Pacific sleeper IMPERIAL BIRD to the Pacif-

ic Southwest Railway Museum Association 

(PSRMA) in Campo California. Volunteers from 

PSRMA spent several days in Commerce preparing 

the car to be trucked to Campo. I am please to report 

that the car is now under cover at Campo and PSR-

MA plans a complete restoration of the car. In the 

May/June 2016 issue of the “Hot Scoop” PSRMA 

President Diana Hyatt wrote about the process of 

moving the IMPERIAL BRID from Commerce to 

Campo.  
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The “Hot Scoop” is the official publication of PSRMA. On 

the cover of the May/June 2016 issue is PRS Rolling Stock 

Chairman and Director Albert Novak and PSRMA President 

Diana Hyatt in a transfer of ownership photo.  

The Imperial Bird at Mira Loma in 1970 just after PRS  

purchased the car. –Herb Johnson Photo/PRS Collection  
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Above: SP SDP45 3209 is on the point of PRS Excursion #175 “Sunday in Solvang” train at Santa Barbara on October 29, 1967. 

 –Herb Johnson Photo/PRS Collection. 

Below: SP FP7 6451 heads a PRS Excursion train at Walong for a photo stop on April 13, 1969. This is excursion #184 one of our 

famous “Mountain Outin’” trips. –Ralph Melching Photo/PRS Collection  


