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Celebrating 80 years! 1936-2016

In Memory of the late great Southern Pacific which was merged into the Union Pacific System on September 11, 1996.
Here we see Southern Pacific 2-8-0 #2849 with a short freight train coming from Pasadena about to cross the Pacific
Electric four track mainline on Huntington Drive at Marengo Avenue in South Pasadena on August 26, 1949.
–L.T. Gotchy Photo/Pacific Railroad Society Collection
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Upcoming PRS Events:
Sep 7: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue)
Sep 9: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn Center in
Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)
Sep 16: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for
September (See contact information below)
Sep 28: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in Pasadena
(1240 Dominion Ave) (626) 794-0783
Oct 1: Excursion to Perris from Los Angels Union Station
September Meeting Program by Russ Davies
O’ Canada! Tonight we'll see a digital slide program that I
presented at the Lexington Group meeting in Calgary in
October, 2010. It's a "composite" of images from visits to
Canada in the late 80's and the 1990's. I was fortunate to have
been there on some excursions in Canada both as a passenger,
and on three occasions as a tour manager. We'll cover most of
Canada, including Montreal on the very last year that they
were still running their famous GE, and English Electric WW
I-vintage box motors on their commuter trains! Be there, and
bring Digital briefs!
Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks
Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!
Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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The Museum Report

The Blue Flag

By David Housh, Curator

By Albert Novak, Chairman, Rolling Stock
Committee

Last month I had reported a relatively slow June visitor wise. Well July turned it around nicely with five
very busy Saturdays. So I decided to rescind the previously reported "summer schedule" and plan to be
open every Saturday as is posted on our door. If 25
to 30 folks make an effort to come to our door on a
Saturday, it should be open for them.
It will probably be mentioned elsewhere in this issue
that Peter Balch passed away recently. Pete was a
long time member of the PRS and contributed many
hours of his time working on museum projects. He
was particularly helpful with setting up our library
filing system. I would further like to say that Pete
was a wonderful person and a friend.
The museum is constantly moving ahead with projects large and small. We have long had a fine original watercolor by G.M. Lewis hanging on our wall
featuring "Butterfly Twelves" 1216 and 1220 enroute
to San Bernardino. Steve Crise recently noticed that,
though framed, it was not protected by glass. Worse
yet, it was hanging adjacent to our coffee pot. Fortunately it was still relatively undamaged by errant
splashes and has now been reframed with glass. The
image has also been adapted very effectively into a
new postcard for our museum store. I can find no
information on Mr. Lewis. Does anyone reading this
article recognize the name?
A long needed improvement outside the museum is
the removal of a large bush/tree adjacent to the front
entrance. It blocks any view of the track east through
the bay window. I have contacted the city, and they
have agreed to remove it.
Thank yous for last month include the usual Monday
tech crew of Russ, Steve, Harvey, and Mark. Helpers
on July's five Saturdays were Larry Aandahl, Steve
Crise, Russ Davies, Virginia Grupp, and Andrew
Novak. Thank you one and all!
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There were four work sessions at Dart during July.
Over 100 man-hours were spent on the continuing
work to prepare the four cars that have been donated
to Orange Empire Railway Museum (OERM) for their
move to Perris.
Most of the work in July centered on the braking system of TTX flat car 101211. The slack adjusting
mechanism was removed, (and it is very heavy!) services, and reinstalled during one work session. A test
of the brake system that day appeared to be successful,
and we thought that we had solved the braking problem. Tests the following week showed that brakes
would not apply with a normal brake pipe reduction;
only after “dumping the air” or making an emergency
brake application, would the brakes then operate correctly.
When the car was in service, more than 20 years ago,
the car’s braking system was modified to use composition brake shoes in place of cast iron shoes. In order
to avoid overbraking the car with the composition
shoes greater braking ability, the trainline pressure to
the brake cylinder had to be reduced. This was accomplished by adding a pressure reduction valve to
the rear of the brake cylinder. Since the main control
valve had already been serviced and reinstalled, it was
suspected that the pressure reduction valve was the
cause of the inconsistent brake operation. The valve
was removed and taken to OERM for servicing.
The handbrakes on UP caboose 25866 were tested and
found to be inoperative. They were serviced, tested
again, and now function properly in both set and release.

(Continued on Page 4)
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The Blue Flag continued
A difficult project which required additional help involved the transfer of the seat frames and bases (24 of
each) from our baggage car 6615 to SP combine
3302. The seat frames are heavy and awkward to
maneuver, and each frame had to be untangled from
one another in the baggage car, walked/carried to the
door, lowered to the ground, then hoisted into the
vestibule end of the 3302. Once on board, they had
to be wrestled into the passenger end of the car and
stacked so they can make the trip to OERM. The
same procedure followed for the transfer of the seat
bases, but they had to be carried to the far end of the
car and loaded into the baggage compartment.
We also salvaged most of the seat backs and seat
cushions for their hardware and transferred them
from outdoor storage to the car using the pushcart for
transportation. Although all the cushions had been
badly burned, there were enough of them left that
could be used to develop patterns to recreate the
wood frames using the unique salvaged metal hardware.
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The missing handbrake chain on the 3302 was installed with the usual amount of difficulty for a seemingly simple project. When the handbrake was tested,
we found that it applied correctly, but would not release without the assistance of a pipe wrench. That is
not acceptable. Further inspection of the gear and
pinion under the vestibule showed excessive wear to
these components so that when the chain was
stretched tight, the gear mechanism would bind up
and needed the pipe wrench assist to release. Work is
planned to gain access to this underfloor mechanism
and make the needed repairs.
Finally, using a forklift rented from the pallet yard
down the street, we were able to load the last three
pieces of obsolete equipment that had been stored on
the flat car for transport to OERM. Last month, these
items had to be left behind due to the limited hauling
capacity available.
A big thank you to OERM members Ray Ballash,
Fred Nicas, Warren Buchanan, Hank Winn and Danny Giles for their assistance in July. Once again, this
difficult and dirty work was carried out safely and
professionally.

Above: Fred Nicas removes the Mod 70 value from TTX
101211 for servicing. Left: Warren Buchanan and Ray Ballash
hand one of the 24 seat frames up to Danny Giles for storage
in SP 3302.
–Both photos by Albert Novak
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Crew Gives FORUM the Special Treatment
By Marti Ann Draper, Excursion Director
There are plans afoot for excursions; look through the
pages of this and upcoming editions of Wheel Clicks
for final plans for trips to come. You can always contact the Excursion department at
prsexcursions@live.com or by calling us at (626) 570
-0033 if you have questions or want to volunteer.
Work continues on our Pullman car, the NATIONAL
FORUM, at Amtrak’s Maintenance facility. This
month, we continued the project of having all new
gaskets made for our windows. Chester Olson drove
one of our existing window panes down to our glass
supplier in Wilmington for size comparisons. He and
Doug Hunt helped to fit the prototypes. The first two
prototypes were not perfect, but we hope that by the
time you read this, the car will be wearing gaskets
which fit safely and securely. Sean Breen, owner of
the private car MONTANA, has very kindly leant us
two commercial-grade suction glass handlers, which
make it easier to deal with the new window glazing.
All twelve of the armrests in the open sections now
have their stuffing replaced with modern foam and
Dacron. This greatly improves the look and feel of
the armrests and demonstrates that replacing the balance of the upholstery stuffing to bring back its original look and texture is possible.
Doug Hunt applied the new end which he engineered
and built to the Genemotor (which formerly had a
clutch for the Spicer Drive Unit, which has been outlawed for use on Amtrak) and it looks great!
While we are repainting gray sections of the car,
some of our volunteers have begun to polish the yellow sides. Ed Saalig procured some polishing compound which removes most of the oxidation, and with
considerable elbow grease provided by Rolland Graham and Dennis Gilkey, we are on our way to polishing the entire car.

Chester Olson, Ed Saalig, Dennis Gilkey (at other end of
car) and Doug Hunt fix the new FRA approved glazing into
the window frame of Section 10.
-Marti Ann Draper Photo

Russell Homan stopped by on Thursday to demonstrate the proper deployment of safety harnesses and
lanyards which are necessary to use when working on
the car roof. On Saturday, August 13, he scraped off
a segment of the roof near the end, cleaned it with a
prepping compound, and brush painted it with a primer designed to make the paint adhere to the aluminum. This will be a big job, impaired greatly by the
hot summer sun, but we will keep at it until we have
the whole surface painted and protected.
As you can tell, there are lots of chores involved in
getting the FORUM ready to run, many of which
don’t even involve being at the car. We spend time in
our garages (Doug’s is more like a machine shop),
specialty hardware stores, and at the rubber factory.
If you think you would like to help out, please let us
know. When you get to ride the Forum, it will feel
even more special if you can see the work you yourself put into it!
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Above is the GM Lewis post card that Dave mentioned in his museum report. This post card, along with several other
unique design cards can be purchased at the museum.
Below during August, the Forum was moved from the west side of the Redondo turntable to the east side, so that Amtrak
contractors could install an extensive drainage system through the area. To get to the new spot, the Forum had to be
turned on the table. This photo was taken on the turntable but several months back as the Forum was being readied by
Amtrak to place it in the main locomotive shop for its PC-2A inspection in November, 2014. –Marti Ann Draper Photo
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PRS 80th Anniversary,
History taken from Museum Archives
By Ed Saalig
This is the 80th year that the Pacific Railroad Society,
Inc. has been serving railfans across southern California. Over 550 excursions and hundreds of additional
events have taken thousands of railfans across the
United States and even into Canada and Mexico.
With a membership that at one time reached over
1,100 and a private car fleet that was among the largest in the Western United States, the PRS is still going strong. But how did it all start? Over the next
few issues I hope to share some of the PRS history
and excursion high lights.
Early in 1936 six devoted railroad fans from the west
side of Los Angeles, who had banded together on
occasions to engage in the popular pastime of “train
shagging,” decided that there was need for a more
substantial bond between the fans in Southern California and set about to make plans for an organization
to satisfy this need. On March 4th the group was
called together to take definite action on the matter.
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Ralph and Wayne Melching, were elected president
and secretary, respectively, and a charter was adopted
defining the club’s prime aim: “To foster closer cooperation between those interested in railroads.” The
name “Railroad Boosters” was adopted.” The six
charter members of the Railroad Boosters were; Roy
and Richard Fleming, Ralph and Wayne Melching,
Lewis Harris, and Alfred Haij. In years to come the
membership would raise to over 1,100 and the name
would change to the Pacific Railroad
Society in 1949.
In the first three years no less then 24 excursions
were recorded. The very first being on January 14,
1937, where the Railroad Boosters toured the San
Bernardino Shops, taking Santa Fe trains 10 and 9.
A headquarters for “Railroad Boosters” was big news
in 1939. Pacific Electric provided a room in the
terminal building at Sixth and Main Streets, and an
office and library were established there. Meetings,
also, were held at two-week intervals in a room
provided by Pacific Electric. It was a big year for
excursions in 1939. No less then 12 were recorded.
One excursion each month.
(Continued on Page 8)

First railfan excursion
in the West - Nineteen
Boosters traveled to
San Bernardino on
February 14, 1937
-Melching Collection
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PRS 80th Anniversary, continued
The first excursion for 1939 was a run over the Ventura County Railway and the Southern Pacific’s Santa Paula and
Ojai Branches. The special train consisted of two all-day lunch cars, three coaches, a club car and a lounge car. The
excursion left Los Angeles at 8:30 AM, through Newhall tunnel to Saugus then stop for helper pictures. On through
Santa Paula Valley to Ventura, then 15 miles up to Ojai Valley. Then return via the main line to Oxnard, ride 5 miles
on the Ventura County railway to Hueneme on the coast. They arrived back in Los Angeles at 7:30 PM. The Fare
was $2.85 and a special souvenir was furnished to each.
.

Southern Pacific 2-8-0 #2799 is seen in these two photos leading the Railroad Boosters Excursion #17 on April 2, 1939.
Both photos were taken that day by Allan Youell.

