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Celebrating 80 years! 1936-2016 

Los Angeles Transit Lines Line car 9350 is parked in front of Car Barn 1 at the Orange Empire Railway Museum on 

October 1, 2016. There is still time to book for our excursion to OERM on January 21, 2017. –Andrew Novak Photo 
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

Jan 4: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San 

Dimas 

(210 West Bonita Avenue) 
 

 

Jan 13: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn 

Center in  

Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)  
 

Jan 13: Deadline for  Wheel Clicks Submissions for  the 

February Issue (See contact information below) 
 

Jan 21: Excursion to Per r is from Los Angeles Union 

Station 
 

Jan 25: Wheel Clicks Mailing  10:00 AM in Pasadena  

(1240 Dominion Ave)  (626) 794-0783 

 

January Meeting Program by Russ Davies 

"Join father and son team Albert and Andrew Novak as they 

take a personal look at Southern Pacific's (SP) Los Angeles 

Division in the 1970's and 1980's with emphasis on the many 

miles of branch lines in southern California. See local freights 

and haulers as they crisscross the south land on SP and former 

Pacific Electric (PE) trackage. For the high iron fans mainline 

action is also covered. Be there and bring digital briefs."  
 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!  

Andrew Novak - Editor 

P.O. Box 2383  

Downey, CA 90242 
 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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The Best PRS Christmas Party and 

Luncheon in Years 

By Ed Saalig  
 

The 80th Annual Christmas Party and Luncheon was 

an overwhelming success.  Eighty PRS members and 

friends were in attendance.  Lunch was served at 

11:30 AM and over 65 door prizes, valued at over 

$900, were given out during the luncheon.  Marti Ann 

Draper gave us a brief update on work being done on 

the National Forum. At 12:15 PM Harvey Laner pre-

sented a 50 minute video on three of the PRS most 

historical excursions.  Rare footage of the last Mt. 

Lowe passenger trip was shown.  With videos clips, 

photos and maps it was truly a rare glimpse into this 

PRS excursion.  At 1:15 PM our special guest Ed 

Dickens from Union Pacific gave us a 50 minute 

glimpse into what it is like to restore Union Pacific’s 

mighty steam locomotives.  We can’t thank Harvey 

Laner and Ed Dickens enough for their time and ef-

fort to bring us these two outstanding presentations.  

 

This year our first “Lifetime Achievement” award 

was given to Rolland Graham for his 50 plus years of 

service to PRS.  Congratulation to Rolland.  Our pro-

gram continued with our annual Christmas Quiz and 

our raffle award winners.  The raffle baskets were ad 

door prizes were all valued at well over $900.  The 

program ended by 3:00 PM.  Everyone had a wonder-

ful time.  We hope you will all return for our 81st 

Annual Christmas Party and Luncheon next year.  
 

I want to give a special thank you to Albert and An-

drew Novak, Steve Crise, and Larry Anndahl for all 

their help in putting our program together and a very 

special thank you to Stephanie Novak for getting our 

raffle prizes and her many donations to the Luncheon.   

PRS Vice President Andrew Novak presents the “Lifetime 

Achievement” award to Rolland Graham. –Steve Crise Photo 

Ed Dickens as he begins his presentation on the UP Steam 

Program –Steve Crise Photo 

Director Ed Saalig (right) was our MC for holiday 

luncheon. –Steve Crise Photo 
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PRS would like to thank the following individuals and corporations who donated door prizes  

and raffle prize for our holiday luncheon on December 10, 2016.  

 

Jason Shron - Rapido Trains 

Fred Hill - The Original Whistle Stop in Pasadena 

Claire Kinzinger - A&C Crafts Burbank 

The Novak Family 

Ed Saalig 

David Coscia - Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society 

Dick Donat 

Ed Von Nordeck 

Scaletrains.com 

White River Publications 

Kalmbach Publishing 

English’s Model Railroad Supply / Bowser Model Trains 

 

Thank You!  

Ed Dickens draws the name of a  

raffle basket winner as PRS Member 

Ryuko Novak-Murano reads off the 

name at the holiday luncheon on 

December 10, 2016. 

-Steve Crise Photo 



Ed Wolfe, retired music teacher conducts his band in a concert of Christmas standards preformed in the parking lot of 

the Pacific Railroad Museum in San Dimas, CA on December 3, 2016. PRS again played a key roll in hosting the fes-

tivities at Rhoads Park. -Steve Crise Photo 

San Dimas Mayor Curtis W. Morris counts down to the lighting of the giant Christmas tree in Rhoads Park by Miss 

San Dimas 2016, Cora Steffy. Santa helps out with the festivities at our museum on December 3, 2016. 

–Steve Crise Photo 
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Caltrain News 

By Mike Gondron  
 

The results are in from Caltrain's latest customer sat-

isfaction survey, and nearly 80% of respondents are 

satisfied with Caltrain's service.  That number is an 

improvement over the 75% satisfaction rate Caltrain 

earned in the 2015 survey.  The survey, which is con-

ducted every year, included questions related to 18 

facets of the Caltrain system, such as station environ-

ments, onboard characteristics, and evaluation of po-

tential service improvements.  A total of 4097 people 

responded to the survey. 
 

On November 14, Caltrain began adding an extra car 

to certain trains in an effort to ease the crowded con-

ditions on those trains.  The trains involved are south-

bound trains #220, departing San Francisco at 7:44 

a.m., #272, departing San Francisco at 5:20 p.m., and 

#278, departing San Francisco at 5:55 p.m.  All the 

affected trains are "Limited" trains, making only se-

lected stops.  Curiously, no northbound trains were 

mentioned as receiving extra cars, but the equipment 

has to get back to San Francisco somehow.  The addi-

tional car will not have bicycle capacity and will pro-

vide nearly 200 additional seats per train.  
 

In mid November, work began on the Peninsula Cor-

ridor Electrification Project (PCEP).  The work 

should last three months and is the first step in Cal-

train's electrification which is expected to be complet-

ed by late 2020.  This initial work will only include 

locating utilities and testing soil and ca-

bles.  However, while this occurs, single-tracking 

may be necessary during non-peak commute times, 

resulting in delays as well as some platforms being 

taken out of service.  Signs will be posted to notify 

passengers of platform changes.  Actual construction 

activities will begin in spring or summer of 2017.  
 

To accommodate the PCEP, Caltrain is proposing a 

number of schedule changes to take effect on April 

10 for weekday service.   A public hearing will be 

held at the Caltrain Administrative office on March 2 

to finalize and approve the changes which are availa-

ble online at www.caltrain.com/proposedchanges 

The Museum Report  

By David Housh, Curator  
 

The holiday season is upon us once again, and the 

city of San Dimas and our railroad museum staged 

another successful Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremo-

ny on December 3.  We had many visitors, both 

young and old, who obviously enjoyed the festivi-

ties.  Virginia Grupp, Steve Crise, and Larry Aandahl 

were on hand to welcome our guests and monitor ac-

tivities.  I thank them!  
 

A new display reflecting the history of bus transporta-

tion is well on its way to completion in the muse-

um.  Railroads were very much in the bus business 

"back in the day," and so it seemed appropriate to 

highlight this relationship.  Historic Greyhound and 

Trailways buses are displayed as will be appropriate 

logos. The display features a written history of the 

development of early intercity motor transport, and 

copies of this story are available to visitors.  

 

I recently attended a San Dimas Historical Society 

dinner featuring a raffle of historical artifacts and 

photos.  I quickly spied a photo I felt the museum 

should have.  It is a panoramic shot looking north and 

taken from a school bell tower on Cataract Avenue, 

southwest of the Santa Fe depot location.  I judge it to 

be circa 1907, and the original Santa Fe depot is 

prominent in the three foot wide photo.  I put 20 raf-

fle tickets in its jar in the museum's name since I nev-

er win anything, and it worked.  You can now see this 

photo on display in the waiting room.  
 

Thank yous this month go to our regular Monday 

crew of Jim Baker, Russ Davies, Harvey Laner, and 

Mark Effle.  Saturday museum support came from 

Virginia Grupp, Andy Novak, Dave Abbott, Bob 

Gordon, and Virginia again.    Larry Aandahl and 

Dennis Gilkey devoted time for repair and mainte-

nance of our facility.  Thanks to them all! 
 

A very Merry Christmas and Happy Holiday to you 

all.  And let's wish for a rewarding New Year.  

http://www.caltrain.com/proposedchanges


PRS 80th Anniversary, History taken 

from Museum Archives: the 1970s   

By Ed Saalig  
 

In 1970 the Board approved the purchase of two 

sleeping cars.  They were the Imperial Bird from the 

Union Pacific (UP) and the Timothy B. Blackstone 

from the Gulf, Mobile and Ohio.  Later they pur-

chased the cafe-lounge No. 5001 from UP. The car 

was named the Starlight Cafe after a PRS Name-the-

Cars contest.  In 1971, Excursion Director Rolland 

Graham stepped up the schedule of excursions; with a 

total of 17 operated by year’s end.  From 1970 until 

the end of 1979 PRS sponsored 195 excursions.  
 

In July of 1971 the Society’s meeting place was 

moved to the Holiday Inn at West Olympic and South 

Figueroa Street.  Later that year five more cars were 

purchased:  sleeper Council Bluffs, full diner 4110, 

and sleeper Bloomington from Illinois Central, dor-

mitory-lounge 6101, and sleeper Nation Forum were 

purchased from UP.  In 1972 the UP National Embas-

sy and Penn Central Chippewa Creek were pur-

chased.  By 1973 the private car fleet was up to ten 

cars.  Seven of the cars were used in excursions for 

years to come, with the exception of the 4110, Coun-

cil Bluffs and National Embassy.  
 

In 1974, the excursion highlight was a special train to 

Yellowstone via the Santa Fe, Union Pacific, and 

Burlington Northern.  Five of the cars in the train 

came from PRS; Imperial Bird, Bloomington, Chippe-

wa Creek, lounge 6101, and the Starlight Cafe.  On 

the return trip Trains magazine Editor David Morgan 

joined the trip.  
 

During 1975, the Society became substantially in-

volved in saving the former Pacific Electric Palms 

Depot on the Santa Monica Air Line.  The Cultural 

Heritage Foundation, cooperating with the city’s Cul-

tural Heritage Board, arranged for a home in Heritage 

Square along the Arroyo Seco in Montecito Heights. 

The depot was moved there during an all night opera-

tion in 1976.  
 

In 1979 PRS held another car naming contest. The 

winners of our car-naming contest were Steve Hoff-

man, who submitted the name Shasta Springs for our 

48-seat Shasta Daylight coach 2397, and Chard 

Walker, whose name Cajon Pass was selected for the  

dormitory-lounge 6101. 
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The first section of our two-day Bakersfield trip left 

with 600 passengers on March 31, and the second 

section departed on April 28 with 300 passengers, 

many of whom had been turned away from the first 

trip.  After years of being unavailable for viewing by 

the public, the funeral streetcar Descanso was given a 

thorough cleaning inside and opened for inspection 

on April 21 and 22 of 1979 at Orange Empire 

Railway Museum.  A proposal emerged to build a car 

barn to house the Descanso and LARy car 1559.  
 

In closing out a review of the 1970s, I must note that 

Rolland Graham in 1979 completed 12 years as 

excursion director.  He had organized hundreds of 

excursions during those years.  The Society owes him 

a great vote of thanks for the untold hours he spent in 

bringing us those high-quality trips that so many of us 

have such wonderful memories of. 

Chihuahua al Pacífico (CHP) Fairbanks Morse H-16-44 

#601 sits outside of the CHP shops in Nuevo Casas Grandes, 

Mexico during the November 1975 PRS excursion to Mexico. 

–Albert Novak Photo. 
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