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Celebrating 80 years! 1936-2016 

Santa Fe GE C40-8W #803 leads an eastbound trailer train through Woodford, California on March 30, 1996. This 

locomotive was built for the Santa Fe in 1992 and was sold by BNSF to Canadian National and is now their 2163. 

 –Andrew Novak Photo 
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

Feb 1: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San 

Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue) 
 

 

Feb 10: Member ship Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn 

Center in Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)  
 

Feb 10: Deadline for  Wheel Clicks submissions for  the 

March Issue (See contact information below) 
 

 

Feb 22: Wheel Clicks Mailing  10:00 AM in Pasadena  

(1240 Dominion Ave)  (626) 794-0783 

 

February Meeting Program by Russ Davies 
 

"Harvey Laner will present a video featuring LA Rail.com’s 

private rail car trip to New Mexico.   In June of 2016, private 

rail cars Tioga Pass and Pacific Sands travelled to 

Albuquerque New Mexico on the rear of Amtrak train 4 to 

visit regional venues of railfan interest.  The group rode the 

Sandia Peak Tramway, the Cumbres & Toltec from Chama to 

Antonito, and the New Mexico RailRunner Express to Santa 

Fe.  The group also visited the restoration headquarters for 

AT&SF 2926, where the big 4-8-4 Northern is being returned 

to operating condition. Be there, and bring digital briefs!” 

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 
 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!  

 

Andrew Novak - Editor 

P.O. Box 2383  

Downey, CA 90242 
 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Department of Corrections 

By Andrew Novak  
 

After viewing the printed version of the January 2017 

“Wheel Clicks” and my original Publisher File I no-

ticed that several stories were cut off. I am not sure 

what happened to cause this, but I will ask our printer 

about the error. Below are the paragraphs that were 

missing from the January issue.  

 

Caltrain News by Mike Gondron 
 

“To accommodate the PCEP, Caltrain is proposing a 

number of schedule changes to take effect on April 

10 for weekday service.   A public hearing will be 

held at the Caltrain Administrative Office on March 2 

to finalize and approve the changes which are availa-

ble online at www.caltrain.com/proposedchanges” 

 

PRS 80th Anniversary, History taken from Museum 

Archives: the 1970s   

By Ed Saalig  

 

“In 1979 PRS held another car naming contest. The 

winners of our car-naming contest were Steve Hoff-

man, who submitted the name Shasta Springs for our 

48-seat Shasta Daylight coach 2397, and Chard 

Walker, whose name Cajon Pass was selected for the  

dormitory-lounge 6101.” 

 

“In closing out a review of the 1970s, I must note that 

Rolland Graham in 1979 completed 12 years as ex-

cursion director.  He had organized hundreds of ex-

cursions during those years.  The Society owes him a 

great vote of thanks for the untold hours he spent in 

bringing us those high-quality trips that so many of us 

have such wonderful memories of.” 

 

It should also be noted that on page 7 in the January 

issue that the photograph of the CHP Fairbanks 

Morse was taken by Albert Novak.  

 

We apologize for these errors.  

The Museum Report  

By David Housh, Curator  
 

December was an eventful month at your museum.  I 

had previously mentioned our successful participation 

in the San Dimas Tree Lighting Ceremony.  Our visi-

tors and donations were up nicely in spite of being 

closed on three Saturdays because of our holiday par-

ty and how the holidays fell.  Contributing to the visi-

torship was a very successful school tour. 
 

The new Greyhound/Trailways "alternative transpor-

tation" display is now complete.  Please don't hesitate 

to come see this display and our other continuing im-

provements.  Next on the docket is a revamp and up-

grade of our San Dimas/Citrus Industry corner. 
 

Andrew Novak has stepped up and entered some 75 

recently-acquired books into out computerized library 

catalog.  Our ever-growing library book collection 

now well exceeds 4,000 volumes,  and remember that 

it is open to the public for research or pleas-

ure.  Thanks for your help Andrew. 
 

Thank yous this month go out to our usual Monday 

gang of Harvey Laner, Jim Baker, Russ Davies, Mark 

Effle, and Steve Crise.  Saturday helpers included Jim 

and Steve along with Larry Aandahl, Bob Gordon, 

and Virginia Grupp.   Thank you all! 

PRS Elections are coming soon!  

Are you interested in running for office at Pacific 

Railroad Society? Now is the chance for you to 

step up and serve your society.  

 You can run for any of the  

following positions: 

 

-President 

-Vice President 

-Treasurer  

-Secretary  

-Director  

 

Interested parties should contact Andrew Novak 

at: rtd1121@yahoo.com or see him at the  

February Membership meeting.  

http://www.caltrain.com/proposedchanges
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PRS 80th Anniversary, History taken 

from Museum Archives: the 1980s  

By Ed Saalig  
 

In 1980, the PRS membership was at 754, and Marti 

Ann Draper was the President.  The annual Christmas 

Party was held on December 12th, finishing the year's 

activities with a sell-out crowd attending at the Pasa-

dena Hilton.  In 1981, the PRS Board voted $12,200 

toward construction of a carbarn at OERM to house 

the Descanso.  The Descanso was open to visitors on 

March 7.  In 1981, inflation caught up with PRS, and 

dues were raised to $15 in October.  The annual 

Christmas banquet was held on the Queen Mary in 

Long Beach.  
 

In 1982, the year of mainline excursions started out in 

February with a Winter Wonderland trip to Colorado.  

In May the Society ran the Coachella Valley Daylight 

excursion to Yuma, Arizona.  The train, with approxi-

mately 450 passengers, was met in Yuma by many 

townspeople including a TV news crew.  During the 

summer, a total of eight trips ran to San Juan Ca-

pistrano.  These trips used regular Amtrak San Die-

gan service.  PRS activities throughout the year in-

cluded monthly membership meetings held at Pro-

gressive Savings and Loan in Alhambra.  
 

1983, the Carlsbad Holiday excursion to Carlsbad 

Caverns in New Mexico departed February 18, re-

turning on February 23.  May 1 was PRS Day at 

Knott’s Berry Farm in Buena Park.  Participants were 

treated to a tour of Knott’s roundhouse.  The Gold 

Spike Railroader excursion departed May 7 and re-

turned on May 14.   
 

The PRS excursion program for 1985 included four 

Winter Wonderland excursions to Denver during the 

first three months.  On the 27th of April the Descanso 

was again open to visitors.  A series of excursions 

took place in May, July, August and September.  Hit-

ting the rails were the Cushenbury Caravan, Narrow 

Gauge Land to Colorado, Arizona Getaway to Page, 

Arizona, and Penn Dutch to Wilmington, Delaware.  

Membership meetings moved to Alhambra’s Joslyn 

Center in September where they are still held to this 

day.  The Private Car Committee installed Amtrak-

compatible diaphragms on the National Forum.  The 

annual Christmas banquet was held at Luminarias 

Restaurant in Monterey Park.  

Caltrain News 

By Mike Gondron  
 

Caltrain suffered two fatal incidents at the end of De-

cember to mar an otherwise encouraging year.  On 

December 23, a man stopped his truck on the tracks 

at Charleston Avenue in Palo Alto in front of a north-

bound train.  On December 27, a man was struck and 

killed at Howard Avenue by another northbound train 

just south of the Burlingame station.  Both incidents 

caused significant delays and were determined to be 

suicides.  They marked the eleventh and twelfth fatal-

ities of 2016, compared to twenty in 2015. 
 

On a much more positive note, Caltrain's 2016 Holi-

day Train was a rousing success.  Approximately 

25,000 people turned out over the weekend of De-

cember 3-4 at select Peninsula stations to greet the 

train.  Nearly 2,500 toys and almost $2,500 were col-

lected to benefit the Salvation Army's Season of Shar-

ing program.  A donation of $15,000 to the U.S. Ma-

rine Corps Reserve's Toys for Tots program provided 

approximately 1,500 toys for needy children in the 

Bay Area.  
 

Officials are finalizing their request for nearly $647 

million in federal funding to electrify the Peninsula 

corridor. Plans are to have a fully electrified system 

by late 2020, but that all depends on a hefty federal 

contribution from the Federal Transit Administra-

tion's (FTA) Core Capacity Grant.  Thus far, Con-

gress and the Obama administration have been sup-

portive of the electrification project, and officials 

hope the Trump administration and the new Congress 

will continue that support.  
 

On December 4, Caltrain and passenger rail in gen-

eral, lost one of their greatest champions when former  

board member Arthur Lloyd passed away at age 

91.  Mr. Lloyd joined the Caltrain board in 1993 and 

retired in 2014.  He previously worked for Amtrak 

and Western Pacific for forty years before retiring in 

1991.  He was also active in Operation Lifesaver, and 

served on the Board of Directors for the California 

State Railroad Museum Foundation and the Golden 

Gate Railroad Museum. On December 7, the 

SamTrans Board of Directors gathered to honor Mr. 

Lloyd's memory and his many contributions to the 

advancement of passenger rail.  


