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Southern Pacific FP-7 6453 leads at Orange Empire Trolley Museum excursion to Ojai, California along the Burbank
Branch in 1968. —Dave Cameron Photo/Pacific Railroad Society Collection

Pacific Railroad Society Inc.
210 West Bonita Avenue
San Dimas, CA 91773
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Wheel Clicks is the official publication of Pacific Railroad
Society Inc. and is published monthly.

Opinions expressed in unsigned articles are those of the
editorial board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Society, its officers or directors. Opinions in signed
articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN:
0043-4744.

Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.

Participating Member ............coceveenrennens $45.00 per year
Sustaining Member...........ccceceevvereenieennnnns $60.00 per year
Corporate Member...........ccceveereereennenne. $110.00 per year
Life MemMDeT ...t $500.00

Pacific Railroad Society Museum

210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.

Telephone: (909) 394-0616.

Museum Operating Hours are:

Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!
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Vice President ........cccoevevenenencnicnicncnennene Andrew Novak
SECTCLATY ...cvvevieiieiieie ettt Rick Reyes
TreASUIET ....eeeiiiiieeiiiee e Marti Ann Draper
Director (2015-2018) ..ccvvevveeeiieiieeeieesieeeiees David Housh
Director (2015-2018) ..ccuvvevveeeiieeiieeieecieeeeene Albert Novak
Director (2016-2019) .....ooeevvverieeiieeiieennen. Stephanie Novak
Director (2017-2020) ...ccceevieiieieieeeeeeeee, Barry Draper
Director (2017-2020) ....cccvveveeieriieieeieeie e VACANT

www.pacificrailroadsociety.org

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org

Upcoming PRS Events:

Apr 5: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue)

Apr 14: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn Center in
Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)

Apr 14: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the May
Issue (See contact information below)

Apr 26: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 W. Bonita Ave) (909) 394-0616

April Meeting Program by Russ Davies

"Harvey Laner will present a video featuring LA Rail.com’s
private rail car trip to New Mexico. In June of 2016, private
rail cars Tioga Pass and Pacific Sands travelled to
Albuquerque New Mexico on the rear of Amtrak train 4 to
visit regional venues of railfan interest. The group rode the
Sandia Peak Tramway, the Cumbres & Toltec from Chama to
Antonito, and the New Mexico RailRunner Express to Santa
Fe. The group also visited the restoration headquarters for
AT&SF 2926, where the big 4-8-4 Northern is being returned
to operating condition. Be there, and bring digital briefs!”

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!

Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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PRS Election Recap
By Andrew Novak

On March 10, 2017, PRS Members John Stallkamp
and John Tellez counted the ballots received for our
2017 elections. Below is a list of the election results.

The candidates running for the four officer positions
were running un-opposed. There were no write-in
candidates for any of the officer positions. Below is a
list of the officers and how many votes each received.

President: Virginia Grupp - 71 votes
Vice President: Andrew Novak - 71 votes
Secretary: Rick Reyes - 71 votes
Treasurer: Marti Ann Draper - 70 votes

We had no candidates running for the two open Di-
rector positions. All of the votes below were write-in
votes.

Barry Draper - 5 votes
David Coscia - 2 votes
Russ Davies - 2 votes
Larry Aandahl - 1 vote
Jim Baker - 1 vote
Frank Drake—1 vote
Keith Ogle—1 vote
Gerald Pass-1 vote
John Tellez 1-vote

The following write-in votes were for Director were
ineligible votes

Steve Crise - 6 votes

Ed Saalig -6 votes

Dave Housh -1 vote
Amanda Murano - 1 vote

Steve Crise and Ed Saalig are ineligible per Article 4,
Section 4.3 of the Bylaws which states that a Director
is not eligible for reelection as a director. Dave Housh
is already serving as a director and we have no
Amanda Murano listed on our membership roster. As
of press time Barry Draper has agreed to serve the
society and the other write-in candidates are being
asked if they are willing to serve. If none are willing
the Board of Directors will decide how to fill the va-
cant board seat at the April Board Meeting.
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The Museum Report
By David Housh, Curator

February was construction month around the muse-
um. With the renovation of the downtown corridor
winding down, the city decided to designate our dete-
riorating parking lot for replacement. The timing was
perfect since the design and grade of the old parking
lot prevented proper drainage away from the museum
building which was exaggerated during the recent
severe rain storms. The buildup of water was able to
permeate the museum wall, thus flooding the lower
rooms. The city cooperated in redesigning the level
and slope of the new lot to eliminate the problem.
Added also is an attractive concrete walkway beside
the museum following a route from the front door
down to Bonita Avenue. The completed project has
definitely enhanced the overall appearance of our fa-
cility. I have to laud the San Dimas staff and private
contractor supervising this project for their coopera-
tion and understanding of our needs.

Preliminary design work has been completed for nine
panels that will comprise the new San Dimas/Citrus/
Early Railroad display. The San Dimas Historical
Society has gladly provided additional photographs to
expand the display. Producing and installing the pan-
els one at a time is now underway. This is the last
display in the museum that was showing its age, so
when its rehab is complete, all displays will have
been updated or renovated since I came on board as
curator. These displays should now be deemed in
satisfactory or better condition with several "like
new." If you haven't seen the museum in the last sev-
eral years, please plan a visit. You will see many
changes and improvements.

Many thanks to Bob Gordon, Virginia Grupp, Larry
Aandahl, and Andrew Novak for Saturday staffing
during February. An extra thank you to Bob and Vir-
ginia for helping out virtually every month! If you
wish to see the museum succeed as we on the muse-
um committee do, please consider volunteering on a
future Saturday. It is really quite painless, and you
would bring relief to some of our steady helpers.

and you would earn my most hearty appreciation!
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Caltrain News
By Mike Gondron

In a move that surprised absolutely no one, and at the
urging of California Republicans, new Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao halted a $674 million federal
grant for the Caltrain electrification project. The real
target is California's high speed rail project, but un-
fortunately, Caltrain's electrification project also takes
a hit.

In an effort to sway the new administration, Caltrain
has come up with a unique effort to save the program.
The idea: an online petition addressed to President
Trump, urging him to tell the Federal Transit Admin-
istration to approve funding for the electrification
project. The petition needs 99,082 signatures by
March 20, 2017 to get a response from the White
House. If the petition reaches that threshold, it will
be put in a queue to be reviewed by the White House.
If it is reviewed, the White House should respond
within 60 days. That time frame could be longer de-
pending on the topic and the overall number of peti-
tions they receive. Caltrain hasn't announced a Plan
B if the petition doesn't get the required signatures, or
more likely, the petition is denied.

Federal grant or no federal grant, in March, Caltrain
will hold a public hearing to receive input on pro-
posed service changes necessary to accommodate the
Peninsula Corridor Electrification Project (PECP).
The intent is to improve and streamline Caltrain ser-
vice during construction of the PECP as well as other
capital projects. The changes are expected to take
place in the spring/summer of this year.

On February 24, Caltrain announced that has termi-
nated its contract with Parsons Transportation Group
(PTG), the firm responsible for designing and imple-
menting Caltrain's Positive Train Control System.
The action was deemed necessary after continued
delays and a complete lack of progress in moving the
project forward consistent with PTG's contractual
obligations. Caltrain has now begun the process of
finding a replacement party who has demonstrated an
ability to do the job.

I Getting There: Railroad Inspired Artistry will include paintings, pho-
1 tography, lithography, carvings and sculpture which were created

Ever since the debut of railroads, whether for passenger or freight
service, many people have been "romanced by the rails." Hobby-

should have been. Curators Michael Patris and Steve Crise of the
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Caltrain passengers are a step closer to a mobile tick-
eting option, following approval by the Board of Di-
rectors. Directors approved $643,733 for a two year
contract with moovel Group to develop, implement,
maintain, and host an app that will allow passengers
to purchase fares on their mobile phones. The tech-
nology should be ready this summer. It will support
iOS and Android operating systems and will accept
major credit and debit cards, including commuter
benefit cards as forms of payment.

To close on a negative note, Caltrain suffered its first
fatality of the year on February 13 when Train No.
366 struck a trespasser at Brewster Avenue in Red-
wood City just after 5:00 p.m. Occurring in the heart
of the evening commute, the incident caused major
delays to numerous trains in both directions.

The Art of Getting There: Railroad Inspired Artistry,
soon to open at the Pasadena Museum of History
(March 29th through August 13th, 2017)

ists, artists, photographers and countless others have tried their
hands at making their own rendition of how it was, could be, or

Mount Lowe Preservation Society will celebrate the history and
beauty of railroads through this exhibit of railroad art. The Art of

from steel rail stimuli.

Hosting the show is the Pasadena Museum of History,
470 W. Walnut Street, Pasadena, CA 91103 (626) 577-1660
(pasadenahistory.org)

Opening Reception: Sunday, April 9, 2017, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
Curator’s remarks, 2:00 PM, RSVP is a must; 1-800-838-3006

Exhibition Galleries:
$7 per person
$6 Students & Seniors
Members and children under 12 free
Members receive free admission for 2



