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Union Pacific 0-6-0 #4439 leads an excursion train on Glendale Avenue in Glendale, California on June 9, 1956. The
train is about to cross Broadway when this photo was taken. This is the last Union Pacific train to operate in Glendale.
The passenger cars were borrowed from RKO pictures and after retirement in 1958, #4439 was donated to Travel
Town. –Burt Edwards Photo/Pacific Railroad Society Collection
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Upcoming PRS Events:

Wheel Clicks is the official publication of Pacific Railroad
Society Inc. and is published monthly.

May 3: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue)

Opinions expressed in unsigned articles are those of the
editorial board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Society, its officers or directors. Opinions in signed
articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN:
0043-4744.

May 12: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn Center
in Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)

Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.

May 24: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616

Participating Member ................................$45.00 per year
Sustaining Member ....................................$60.00 per year
Corporate Member...................................$110.00 per year
Life Member ......................................................... $500.00
Pacific Railroad Society Museum
210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.
Telephone: (909) 394-0616.
Museum Operating Hours are:
Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org

May 12: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the June
Issue (See contact information below)

May Meeting Program by Russ Davies
Berlin, June, 1991! The wall is gone, the unification is a little
shaky, but happening! Tonight we'll go there with the ERA,
the New York City "Electric Railroaders." You'll see multihued passenger trains (like early Amtrak), amazing subway
and commuter rail operations, and the varied rolling stock of
the former huge East Berlin tram system. I was lucky enough
to be there, we'll see my now-digitized images. Be there, and
bring digital briefs!
Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks
Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!
Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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Taking the last train…
On February 5, 2017, we lost long time member Harold Leacock. Harold was a regular attendee of our
monthly meetings and could also be found on almost
every excursion. He also volunteered to help staff the
National Forum during the National Train Day Celebration at Union Station a couple years ago.
On March 17, 2017, we also lost long time member
and former Wheel Clicks editor, Dick Finley. Up until the time of his passing Dick was still hosting the
Wheel Clicks mailing parties at his home. Both Dick
and Harold will be missed.
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The Museum Report
By David Housh, Curator
A limited edition print of Southern Pacific's Coast
Daylight by noted railroad artist Rod Aszman has
been donated to the museum by PRS member Fred
Banuelos. We plan to have it framed and displayed
with our growing collection of fine railroad art.
Thank you Fred.
All ten panels of a new San Dimas/Citrus/Railroad
display are printer ready with two already finished
and installed. These will replace a display which
probably dates from when the museum opened some
22 years ago and was showing its age. I hope to have
everything in place by early May. Quality Instant
Press, here in San Dimas, does my printing. They
live up to their name, quality, so I don't push for instant. For those of you in the area who have not visited your museum recently, let me invite you to come
and view this and other recent additions.
My thanks to Steve Crise, Virginia Grupp, Bob Gordon, and Larry Aandahl for their Saturday support in
March. It is essential to have this extra help on our
busiest day of the week when we frequently have
multiple groups in the museum at one time. We invite all members to come out and help.

Harold standing in the vestibule of the
National Forum during the National Train Day event.
–Marti Ann Draper Photo
To the right is one of the new display panels at the
PRS Museum in San Dimas. –Russell Homan Photo
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The Water Heater Woes

Caltrain News

By David Housh, Curator

By Mike Gondron

Dear PRS members and anyone else,

After the news that $647 million in federal grants for
Caltrain's electrification project may not be coming
after all, Caltrain officials are now trying to come up
with a Plan B to fund the project.

This past week I entered our back storage closet only
to find it awash in water. It seems that our water
heater had given up the ghost. It being over 20 years
old, repair is not an option. Replacement will require
more than just hooking up a new unit. Reconstruction of its enclosure will be required to bring the installation up to code. So we are asking for your help
in covering the unexpected $1,000 cost of this project. We are hoping that those of you who are able
will feel free to send your water heater donation to
the Pacific Railroad Museum at 210 W. Bonita Avenue, San Dimas, CA 91773. This is not something
for which we had budgeted, so your help would be
appreciated and acknowledged in a future Wheel
Clicks. Thank you.
David B. Housh - Museum Curator

Caltrain Chief Modernization Officer Michael Burns,
Executive Director Jim Hartnett, Governor Brown,
and a number of Silicon Valley lawmakers and regulators in Washington D.C., are exploring other potential funding options, particularly with the state. Funding from the private sector is also being explored.
Most regulators, lawmakers, and others seem to have
no problem with the project itself. Their problem is
its tie-in to the state's high speed rail project which
most, if not all, California Republicans oppose. The
Governor also met with California Republican leaders
about restoring funding and emerged cautiously optimistic. In addition, 120 Silicon Valley business leaders wrote a letter to President Trump and Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao, urging them to make
good on their promise of the $647 million grant.

Despite the cloud hanging over the electrification
project, Caltrain's Board of Directors approved a new
timetable that will reduce service during the project,
as well as other upcoming capital improvement projects. The new timetable will reduce Saturday service
from 36 to 28 trains and Sunday service from 32 to
24 trains. Headways between trains will increase
from 60 minutes to 90, however the four weekend
Baby Bullet trains will remain. The changes are anticipated to begin this summer and last approximately
three years.
In March I reported that Caltrain had fired Parsons
Transportation Group, its contractor for installing
Positive Train Control, because of continuing delays
and a lack of progress. Not surprisingly, on February
22, Parsons filed a counter suit in San Mateo County
Superior Court, saying that voiding their contract was
unlawful and that Caltrain was responsible for all the
delays.
(Continued on Page 6)
Dave with the old water heater. – Steve Crise Photo
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The Art of Getting There: Railroad Inspired Artistry, at the Pasadena Museum of History
(March 29th through August 13th, 2017)
Ever since the debut of railroads, whether for passenger or freight service, many people have been "romanced by the
rails." Hobbyists, artists, photographers and countless others have tried their hands at making their own rendition of
how it was, could be, or should have been. Curators Michael Patris and Steve Crise of the Mount Lowe Preservation
Society will celebrate the history and beauty of railroads through this exhibit of railroad art.
The Art of Getting There: Railroad Inspired Artistry will include paintings, photography, lithography, carvings and
sculpture which were created from steel rail stimuli. Objects from the extensive archives of the Mount Lowe Preservation Society Collection will be on display, in addition to several unique and amazing pieces of art from private collections as well as pieces on display courtesy of the artists themselves. Nineteenth century to contemporary art will be
exhibited, including a few pieces created by artists specifically for this show. This will be a memorable visit for all age
groups who love the sight of motion depicted by some amazing artists.
From traditional art, such as paintings and photographs, to advertising art, to sculpture and carvings, the technical innovation and artistry of railroads will be celebrated in this exhibit. Sponsored by the Mount Lowe Preservation Society,
Inc. (mountlowe.org) and co-guest curated by Michael Patris and Steve Crise. Hosting the show is the Pasadena Museum of History, 470 W. Walnut Street, Pasadena, CA 91103 (626) 577-1660 (pasadenahistory.org)
Their hours are:
Wednesday to Sunday 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM (Closed Monday and Tuesday)
Exhibition Galleries:
$7 per person
$6 Students & Seniors
Members and children under 12 free
Members receive free admission for 2
Artist include: Sam Hyde Harris, Emil Kosa, Jr., Raymond Loewy, Howard Fogg, John Winfield, Ernest Hamlin
Baker, Bradford Salamon, Moira Hahn, Jack Laycox, Emma Jacobsen, Steve Crise, Yoko Mazza, Eugene Clarence
Wallin, A. Lassell Ripley, William Wray, Eric Smith, Edward Lanfair, Donald Duke, John Signor, Carl Fallberg, Harlan Hiney, Gil Reid, Stan Repp, Louis Osborne, Ted Benson, Matthew Malkiewicz, Edmund D. Lewandowski, Frank
J. Peterson, J. Michael Walker, Dr. Stephen Lopuc, and G. Butcher
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Caltrain Continued
In some non-Caltrain news, BART riders got a step closer to San Jose on March 25 when the new Warm Springs/South
Fremont station opened. The station is five miles south of the Fremont station, which has been BART's southern terminus since 1972 when the system opened. Future stations are planned for Milpitas, Berryessa, and downtown San Jose,
where it will supposedly tie into Caltrain. Hopefully sometime this century.

Ventura County Railway 2-6-0 #1 leads Railroad Boosters excursion number 17 on April 2, 1939. This was one of two
Railroad Boosters excursions on the Ventura County Railway with engine #1. The second excursion was number 40 on
July 27, 1941. –Photo by Nolan Black, courtesy of Brian Black.
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This a Southern Pacific (SP) Transportation Notice for PRS excursion number 130. This trip was to San Simeon (Hearst
Castle) on March 26-27, 1960 using SP Mail Trains 91 and 90, commonly referred to as “Sad Sam.”
-Courtesy of Ed Von Nordeck
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Since May is “Golden Spike” month, I thought I would close this issue with two photos from the PRS Collection showing
the Golden Spike Centennial Excursion Train of May 1969.
The top photo shows SP FP7 6447 in Sacramento, Herb Johnson Photo and the bottom photo shows the train in Colfax
with brand new SP SD45 9010 as a helper, Bill Farmer Photo.

