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Amtrak P30CH #714 leads PRS Excursion 332, the “Coachella Valley Daylight,” through El Monte on May 15, 1982.
–Jay Roberts Photo
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Upcoming PRS Events:

Wheel Clicks is the official publication of Pacific Railroad
Society Inc. and is published monthly.

June 7: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue)

Opinions expressed in unsigned articles are those of the
editorial board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Society, its officers or directors. Opinions in signed
articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN:
0043-4744.

June 9: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn Center in
Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)

Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.

June 28: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616

Participating Member ................................$45.00 per year
Sustaining Member ....................................$60.00 per year
Corporate Member...................................$110.00 per year
Life Member ......................................................... $500.00
Pacific Railroad Society Museum
210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.
Telephone: (909) 394-0616.
Museum Operating Hours are:
Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org

June 13: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the July
Issue (See contact information below)

June Meeting Program by Russ Davies
This evening we'll ride along with Harvey Laner on both the
Amtrak CZ, and the ORIGINAL California Zephyr, both at
the same time! Another Laner video masterpiece, "Riding the
Silver Fleet to Denver." This was a California Zephyr Railcar
Charter excursion utilizing the cars, Silver Rapids, Silver
Lariat, and Silver Solarium, this past March. The journey
begins in Los Angeles with the three cars part of the consist of
the Coast Starlight. We'll spend the first night overnight
onboard the cars in Amtrak's busy Oakland servicing facility,
a rare experience! Then on to Denver as part of Amtrak's
California Zephyr. We'll traverse all six of the famous
canyons, including my favorite, Glenwood Canyon. Be there,
and bring Digital Briefs!
Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks
Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!
Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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The Museum Report

Caltrain News

By David Housh, Curator

By Mike Gondron

April was a good month for the Museum with some
300 visitors touring the premises and viewing our
displays. Our new hot water heater was installed for
which we will still welcome donations, and our new
Rod Aszman SP Coast Daylight print has been
framed and is now prominently displayed in our train
room. Installation of the new San Dimas/Citrus/
Railroad display in the waiting room is progressing as
quickly as QIP can produce the panels and should be
completed this month. I might make a correction
here. QIP stands for Quality Instant Printing, not
"Press" as indicated here last month.

Reaction to President Trump's decision to delay a
federal grant of $647 million to help fund Caltrain's
electrification project continued through the month of
April. Getting involved was Senator Diane Feinstein,
who began pressuring Transportation Secretary
Elaine Chao, as well as 14 Central Valley Republicans who opposed the funding, to change their
minds. She also urged 400 members of the Silicon
Valley Leadership Group to do the same. The grant
was scheduled to be awarded in February, but has
been on indefinite hold since Chao and the 14 Republicans intervened.

Thank yous for April Saturday help go to Russ Davies, Andrew Novak, Bob Gordon, Larry Aandahl,
and Virginia Grupp. Additional thank yous were
earned by Larry Aandahl and Steve Crise for the professional hot water heater installation and it passed
city inspection. And finally, Dennis Gilkey paid two
visits to the Museum to clean and maintain the
grounds surrounding the facility for which he deserves our thanks. Dennis comes down from Lancaster and also participates in the monthly Wheel Clicks
mailing party. We appreciate such dedicated volunteers and would certainly welcome any of you who
would like to help out.

In April, a local study group suggested that the 22nd
Street Caltrain station should be replaced, or even
eliminated, for a variety of reasons. A San Francisco
Planning Department spokesperson says that that suggestion is inaccurate, even though the station does
have some drawbacks. The station is isolated between tunnels one and two, beneath the I-280 freeway
and below San Francisco's street grid. Platforms are
accessed only by a long stairway and there is no
handicapped access. The study group said that eliminating the 22nd Street station would result in significant cost savings, and noted that a reasonable argument could be made for a new station on Third Street
at either 16th Street or Mission Rock.
On April 26, Caltrain began a three week rail grinding project to smooth out rail defects, resulting in a
smoother, quieter ride, and less wear and tear on
equipment. Work is being performed between Midnight and 4:30 a.m., so it doesn't interfere with normal rail operations. The grinding began at the 4th
and King station in San Francisco and is progressing
south to San Jose where the project will be completed
on May 19.
Another improvement project is going on at the 4th
and King station where the station's flooring is being
replaced. The project will be accomplished in two
phases, each taking five working days to complete. All work will be done at night, beginning at
8:00 PM on May 5 and be completed by Monday,
May 15. During construction, some sections of the
station will be closed off to pedestrian traffic, including some entrances to the station and shops.
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If you have not had a chance to visit our museum in San Dimas, here are a few photos of what we have inside. These
photos were all taken by Russell Homan and show some of the various displays we have. If you want to see them in
person we are open Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM and on Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
Admission is always free, however donations are gladly accepted. The museum is located at 210 West Bonita Avenue
in San Dimas. See you there!
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National Forum Involvement Grows
By Marti Ann Draper, Excursion Director
The National Forum is currently parked in the whisker tracks next to the site of the AT&SF Redondo
Roundhouse at Amtrak’s 8th Street Mechanical Facility. When you take an Amtrak or Metrolink train to
San Diego or the Southwest Chief, you can look westward off of the flyover and see it next to Amtrak
power or, during the last couple of weeks, steam engine 3751 .
There are a few items which were pointed out during
our PC2A inspection (that’s a “fifty-year” inspection,
involving taking the trucks off of the car and inspecting it from every possible angle, which we went
through two years ago) that needed to be completed.
One involved inspection of the bolts and structure
holding the water tanks in place. Since they are contained in an insulated shroud that incorporates the two
water fill boxes, they could not be seen and inspected
without removing at least parts of the shroud. So, we
took the ends off of the shroud and carefully removed
50 years of dirt so the inspector could crawl up and
see the hardware. Fortunately, the tanks and mounting hardware are all in excellent condition, but the
shroud is showing its age and instead of patching it,
we determined to replace the entire structure. The
heavens have smiled upon us in the person of Doug
Hunt, one of our newer members and a pal of Chester
Olson, who likes to build things in his garage/
machine shop. Doug has already completed the new
end sheets for the water tank shroud, and now is
drafting the plans for the completed shroud.
Another new member who has been a great blessing
is Roya Fouladi, whose experience in design includes
Bondo work with metals. The inspector insisted that
we eliminate any metal corrosion near to the
grabirons on the car, which we have done, but that
started an entire independent effort to eliminate aluminum corrosion on the body which could grow and
effect the life of the car, not to mention its appearance. Tackling the biggest problem areas first, Roya
skillfully re-contours the ground-out voids in the
sides.
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Several of our projects now have to do with improving the appearance and enjoyability of riding in our
car. First, of course, is replacing our windows with
clear glass that does not fog up. Three windows are
now done. This effort is underway, one pane at a
time, under the direction of Chester Olson.
The paint on the roof of the car was peeling and fading. Thankfully, the roof itself is in good condition.
Gradually, Russell Homan, Chester, and myself have
scraped off the loose flakes and are repainting it by
hand using a modern, water-based metal primer and
Harbor Mist gray color coat. (You have no idea how
long a railroad car can seem until you have to scrape
the whole thing on your hands and knees!) This particular effort will only be appreciated when we run
with a dome car, or get photographed from a drone or
bridge.
Working where we are poses several challenges. We
are on Amtrak property and can only approach the car
with their permission. We start the day with a job
safety briefing and get blue flag protection from the
Roundhouse Mechanical Foreman after letting him
know what jobs we will be doing and for how long.
Fortunately, the staff at Amtrak is very helpful. Basically, the big constraint is that I need to be around to
let everyone in and to guarantee to Amtrak that we
are following the rules. In addition to being an employee there, I have completed a safety course and
test and have obtained contractor status for PRS. It’s
my job to see that we comply with all of the requirements.
In exchange for the challenges, we get a place to keep
the car which is highly secure and which keeps us in
position to go on trips. That, of course, is the purpose
of being there.
Once we get all of the current work items ticked off,
we will run a couple of short excursions on the
Surfliners centered on letting the workforce, and you,
experience the car first hand. These trips will be offered to members and only to non-members if they do
not sell out quickly.
(Continued on Page 6)
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National Forum Involvement Grows
Continued
I would then like to take a longer trip, probably next year but hopefully this year, using the car in overnight service. This
will be offered to the general public on the basis that they can have the rare opportunity to experience overnight service
on a real Pullman car.
If you have any idea that you would like to help work on your very own passenger car, contact Marti Ann Draper at
prsexcursions@live.com any time. You can also text message me at (626) 297-8014. We usually have been working
on Thursday, since that is my day off, but occasional opportunities pop up on Fridays or on weekends. Let me know
when you are available. If you don’t want to work, but want to help, each of these projects will require funding; the materials for the new shroud, the new glass, the new gaskets for the windows, hardware, and the primer and paint. Our replacement lettering for the areas where it is peeling may cost over $1,000. Russell has posted a “Go Fund Me” page on
Facebook to support the window replacement; check it out. Any contributions to the National Forum are greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged, especially in front of those who ride it in the next few months!
Lastly, when we announce these trips, please come on down and ride on your car. Yes, we’ll ask you to buy a fare to
help support it, but we promise to keep those fares as low as we reasonably can. The folks who rode in it on the Perris
Express were not disappointed. You will not be disappointed, either!

The National Forum crew poses for a photo on April
20, 2017. Pictured are (clockwise) Roya Fouladi at the
top, Marti Ann Draper, Rolland Graham, Dennis
Gilkey, Noelle Crowther, Matt Allen, Chester Olson,
and his friend Peter on April 20, 2017.
-Sean Breen photo

Doug Hunt and Paul Petersen remove the former water
box on May 11, 2017.
–Marti Ann Draper Photo
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At left: former Santa Fe 4-8-4 #3751
steamed up with the pilot in front of the
Forum as the engine prepares for the
trip to Fullerton Railroad Days on
May 5, 2017.
–Marti Ann Draper Photo
Below: 3751 is being prepared by San
Bernardino Railroad Historical Society
crew members for what could be her
last outing before the clock runs out on
her 15 year rebuild. The destination will
be Fullerton, California for display at
the Fullerton Railroad Days event, May
6 & 7, 2017, at the Fullerton Amtrak
station. Saturday evening the SBRHS
hosted a benefit night photo shoot at the
depot with the 3751 as the main event.
Tickets to this event sold out within 3
days of the announcement as fans
anticipate that the next opportunity for
a night photo shoot could be a few
years away.
– Steve Crise Photo
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Conductor Steven Phares is on the footboards of ATSF 3751 sporting a vintage Santa Fe conductor’s uniform complete
with kerosene fueled hand lantern. This scene was part of a fund raising shoot for the San Bernardino Railroad Historical Society to help defray the costs to bring the 3751 to Fullerton Railroad Days event, which was held on May 5 & 6
2017. The SBRHS will soon begin the necessary repairs required by the Federal Railroad Administration to bring her
into compliance with the one thousand four hundred seventy-two (1472) service day inspection. This process could take
up to two years to complete. Your donations would be greatly appreciated. Please visit www.SBRHS.org to find out how
you can help keep her on the rails and running! -Steve Crise Photo

