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Southern Pacific narrow gauge 4-6-0 #9 takes water at Laws, California on May 30, 1956. This 1909 built Baldwin
product was retired by the SP in 1960, and has be on display at Laws ever since.
–Chard Walker Photo, Pacific Railroad Society Collection
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Upcoming PRS Events:
Sept 6: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue)
Sept 8: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn Center in
Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)
Sept 12: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the
August Issue (See contact information below)
Sept 27: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616
Dec 16: Christmas Banquet & Fundraiser in Downey
Los Amigos Country Club
September Meeting Program by Russ Davies
Steam! Narrow Gauge Steam! SP narrow gauge steam!! This
evening we'll see a video from our vast PRM archives;
"Narrow Gauge East of the Sierra" A treat for all you hard
core SP fans! Be there, and bring Digital Briefs!

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks
Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!
Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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Caltrain News
By Mike Gondron
On July 21, Caltrain held a groundbreaking ceremony
at the Millbrae station for its electrification project
which is being called the most important upgrade in
the rail line's 153-year history. The ceremony
brought in a parade of heavy-hitting politicians, including House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi and
Governor Jerry Brown who praised the state's congressional delegation for convincing the Trump administration to change course and release a $647 million federal grant to fund the $2 billion project. The
first electrified trains are expected to begin running in
2021.
In July, the Caltrain Board approved an award of
$82.9 million as part of a $180 million project that
will raise the tracks between Highway 92 and Hillsdale Boulevard in San Mateo, and grade separate the
25th Avenue crossing at the San Mateo County Fairgrounds. A new elevated Hillsdale station will be
built at 28th Avenue, just north of its current location,
that will feature a number of improvements. The project is expected to begin this fall and be completed by
spring of 2020.
On August 3, the Caltrain Board approved a series of
fare and parking changes to be implemented in three
phases. On October 1, zone fares will increase by 25
cents, the discounted 8-Ride ticket will be eliminated,
and monthly parking rates will increase by 50%. On
January 1, 2018, the GoPass rate will increase by
25%, then by another 25% on January 1, 2019.
Cal Train F40PH 909, leads a special
consist from San Jose on June 26, 1994.
This train was a midday run made up of
cars borrowed from the Golden Gate
Railroad Museum to ease equipment
shortages during the World Cup events.
On this train are ex-SP 2097, ex-SP
2143, Coach Red River, Pacific Railroad
Society 2397 and Amber Trail. Our car,
2397, was on loan to Golden Gate at the
time. Matthew G. Vurek Photo,
Bill Farmer Collection
(Pacific Railroad Society Collection)
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After years of record increases, Caltrain's average
daily ridership actually dropped 0.4% in 2017 to
62,190. That is still a 159% increase since 2004
when Baby Bullet service was inaugurated. San
Francisco continued to be the most popular station,
with Palo Alto being the most popular intermediate
station and second most-popular overall.
On July 29 and 30, Caltrain ran a special train from
San Jose to Gilroy for that city's annual Garlic Festival. The train departed San Jose at 10:00 a.m. each
day and departed Gilroy at 5:00 p.m. for the return
trip. Shuttle service was provided between the Gilroy
station and the festival. Unlike in years past, the train
was not well publicized, and therefore, was lightly
patronized.
Sometime back in the 1980s, I convinced Tom Nelson to let me submit a column to Wheel Clicks about
Caltrain. Now, after 30+ years, this will be my final
column. We will soon be moving out of state and I'll
be even more out of the loop than I already am since
retiring nine years ago. Many thanks to Tom, as well
as to Dick Finley, Charles Varnes, and Andrew Novak for their help. Thanks also to everyone who took
the time to read the column. Though I'll no longer be
submitting a monthly column, I fully plan to remain a
member of PRS. Mike Gondron.
I would like to thank Mike for his many years of contributions to Wheel Clicks and hope he enjoys his
next adventure in life!
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The Museum Report

The museum's summer schedule will end on September 2.

By David Housh, Curator
As I have reported in the past, staffing the museum
on Saturdays had become a real challenge. A solution had to be found, and it seems that it has been
achieved. Starting Saturday, September 2, we will be
implementing a revolving roster for which 12 members have volunteered. Two members, Bob Gordon
and Virginia Grupp, have signed on for two
slots. Thus, with 14 slots filled, each participant will
only have to serve every third month with the exception of Bob and Virginia.
I very much appreciate the support from these 12 who
are listed below. They get a big "thank you" from
me!
Larry Aandahl
Mark Abbott
Jim Baker
Steve Crise
Russ Davies
Mark Effle
Bob Gordon
Virginia Grupp
Russell Homan
David Rice
John Tellez
John Ulloth
Your name could go here!

Thinking ahead, the annual San Dimas Christmas
Tree Lighting Ceremony, on Saturday, December 2,
will once again feature our museum's participation. The tree lighting will take place at 5:30 PM this
year with food and entertainment available outside
the museum. Our museum will be the finish for the
downtown treasure hunt. We will need volunteers to
help man our facility. Your help would be welcome
even if only for an hour or two. The holiday activities attract many visitors.
The hours for the extravaganza are 12:00 PM to 6:00
PM, but the heaviest traffic comes later in the afternoon. Hope to see you there.

“Time For Trains”
Saturday, December 16, 2017
Join us for our annual Christmas Banquet and Fundraiser. Once again we will be back at the Los
Amigos Country Club in Downey. We will have food, fun, raffle prizes and door prizes. There will
also be entertainment and special recognition for one of our volunteers. We will be having a lunch,
similar to last year.
Look for a reservation form in the October Issue.
The Los Amigos Country Club is located at:
7295 Quill Drive
Downey, CA 90242
We hope to see you there!
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Traveling Across Country on the
Santa Fe (Part 1)
By David Housh, Curator
As the 19th century was winding down, there was just
one mode of travel to move you across these United
States in relative comfort, the growing network
of transcontinental railroads. But those early trips
were decidedly a challenge. Food was scarce, and
what could be found at train stops was often well beyond its "sell date" if not downright rancid. Air conditioning was well into the future, and soot from coal
burning locomotives would find its way into
the passengers' accommodations. The major railroads
all competed for cross country passengers, and
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe had great success
transporting its clientele through the southwest, still
home to less than friendly Indians and railroad bandits.
As early as 1892, the Santa Fe saw the value of
providing a higher degree of service and introduced
the California Limited to "signify completion of the
Santa Fe System." It was billed as the "finest train
west of Chicago." It would pass through San Dimas
as it raced from Chicago to Los Angeles in just short
of 84 hours which was reduced to 68 hours by
1902. The Limited was an all Pullman sleeper train,
and demand was great. Santa Fe followed the Limited with the Santa Fe Deluxe in 1911 which was advertised as "Extra Fast--Extra Fine--Extra Fare." It
was designed to be the equivalent of the other famous
name trains of the day, the 20th Century Limited and
the Broadway Limited serving the eastern United
States.
The new train cut travel time to
63 hours. The extra fare for the extra speed and
amenities was $25.00. But for this, the ladies were
presented with an orchid corsage upon departure, and
men received a pigskin wallet. This was the first in
the series of Santa Fe's 20th century name trains.
Operation of the Santa Fe Deluxe would be suspended at the outbreak of World War I, but its memory
would soon morph into the railroad's Chief and eventually the top-of-the-line Super Chief. But before
moving there, let's briefly sketch the Santa Fe's ambitious adventure taming the southwest of the 19th century.
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As early as the 1860s, the Santa Fe's goal was to provide service using its own tracks exclusively from
Chicago to the Pacific coast. Construction of this
system was a daunting task, but the early 1870s saw
tracks appearing in Topeka and continuing into Texas
by 1877. Surprisingly, the Santa Fe bypassed Santa
Fe when passing through New Mexico because of the
challenging terrain in that area. Those traveling to
Santa Fe would have to disembark in Lamy and ride
on a branch line train, north some 18 miles to their
destination. The railroad would reach the Los Angeles area in 1887, acquire several regional rail systems,
and finally achieve its long-held goal of reaching the
Pacific coast. Virtually every community along the
route in San Bernardino and Los Angeles Counties
would come to have a depot. Think Claremont, Pomona, Lordsburg (now La Verne), Mud Springs (now
San Dimas), Glendora, Azusa, Duarte, Monrovia,
Pasadena,
Lamanda
Park,
South
Pasadena. Nobody wanted to be left out!
Now back to the name trains of the Santa Fe. The
Chief was inaugurated in 1926. Like its predecessor,
the Santa Fe Deluxe, the Chief made the trip in 63
hours, but with the surcharge reduced to $10.00. It
too was dubbed "Extra Fast--Extra Fine--Extra Fare"
and would become the darling of the film stars and
Hollywood executives of the day. The Chief would
have been considered the "crown jewel" of any passenger railroad fleet, but the Santa Fe had grander
ideas.
To be continued next month!
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In Memory of….
We recently lost a couple long-time members of PRS.
We take a moment to remember those members, along
with a couple of other individuals that were supportive
of rail transportation.
In March, long time PRS Member and former locomotive engineer Richard Weigle passed away. Richard had
worked for Union Pacific, Amtrak and Metrolink as an
engineer. He also served as PRS Treasurer for a brief
time.
In early August, PRS Member Ted Creveling , passed
away at age 93 from Lukemia. Ted was active on our
rolling stock committee for many years and was qualified to operate our locomotive used to switch cars at
Saunders Yard. Ted was a life-long rail fan, although
he was a licensed pilot and owned his own plane. Ted

is survived by his wife Frances, a son, and 14 cats!
Ted is seen in the cab of PRS 45-tonner #7199.
On July 25, 2017, noted transportation historian Edmund A. Buckley Jr. passed away from complications
from pneumonia. While never a PRS Member, Edmund
was an advocate for all forms of public transportation
including rail. He worked in the transportation industry
for fifty years, first at Continental Trailways and after
that for the newly formed Orange County Transit District, later Orange County Transportation Authority
(OCTA). He was still employed at OCTA at the time of
his passing. In the 1960s, Edmund, and the late Jerry
Squire, formed the United Transit Boosters, borrowing
the name Booster from Railroad Boosters. The UTB
would later become the Western Transit Society.
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Ray Garcia 1959-2017
Amtrak Conductor
Amtrak conductor Ray Garcia passed away July 25,
2017. Ray was a long time railroader having served on
Amtrak, Metrolink and the Santa Fe railroads. His last
assignment was on Amtrak’s Southwest Chief Trains
#3 and #4.
Ray hailed from Flagstaff, Arizona and worked Santa
Fe trains out of Winslow on the Seligman Subdivision.
He came to work for Amtrak about 1994. At various
times he served as a conductor at both Metrolink and
Amtrak. He also served a couple of terms as Local
Chairman (Shop Steward) for United Transportation
Union (UTU) now Sheet Metal Air Rail Transportation
(SMART) union Local 84.
He was the leading local advocate for conductors during difficult times at Amtrak. After the disastrous Metrolink/Chatsworth wreck in 2008, he helped to insulate
the injured Metrolink conductor from being hounded
by reporters while he was in the hospital. After the
wreck, and on his own, he attended Metrolink Board of
Directors meetings to advocate having Amtrak return
as the contract operator for Metrolink. Once it was
clear that Amtrak would replace Connex as the contract
operator, he then threatened a boycott if Metrolink implemented a controversial “personality test” on conductors and engineers. He worked hard at negotiating fair
treatment for conductors who got into trouble. He
fought for members of his local up to the highest levels.
He even pleaded cases directly to then Amtrak President Joe Boardman. His aggressive style at protecting
contract rights saved many conductors’ careers.
He is survived by his wife and adult son. The humble
man that he was, he desired no service or memorial be
held. -Rick Reyes
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Imperial Bird in N-Scale
In May 2017, Centralia Car shops announced a new run of N-Scale 4-4-2 sleepers. Included in this run will be Illinois
Central leased 4-4-2s, including one lettered for “Imperial Bird.” The “Imperial Bird” was the first piece of mainline
rolling stock acquired by PRS in 1969.
In 2016, we donated the car to the Pacific Southwest Railway Museum in Campo, California. They plan to restore the
car to it’s UP appearance.
The model of the car is expected to retail for $49.95 and is scheduled for delivery in December 2017 or January 2018.
More on the model at:
http://www.intermountain-railway.com/distrib/ccs/ccsn.htm
More on the “Imperial Bird” at:
https://www.psrm.org/trains/passenger/imperial-bird/

Santa Fe RDC’s in HO Scale
Rapido Trains of Canada, has recently announced a new project to produce Santa Fe RDCs DC-191 and DC-192 in HO
scale. The cars will be modeled as they appeared after the tragic Redondo Junction wreck when they worked in Kansas,
New Mexico, and Texas before being sold to the B&O. The Santa Fe cars will be sold only as a pair and are expected to
retail for $450 (DC/Silent) or $650 (DC/DCC/Sound). Rapido plans to donate 5% of the retail price to Orange Empire
Railway Museum for the restoration of DC-191. These models are expected sometime in 2018. We are hopeful that the
real DC-191 will make it to OERM before the models arrive on store shelves. Rapido will also be producing a B&O
version of DC-191 as their 9918. There are no plans for a PATrain version of the 9918 at this time.
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Union Pacific GP-9 #296 is seen
in these two photos pulling a
special Pacific Railroad Society
Excursion train on November
13, 1960. Excursion 133 was
operated over various UP branch
lines. The photo above shows the
train in Anaheim and the photo
at right shows the train stopped
on the Harbor Branch just after
crossing the Los Angeles River
in South Gate. Today, the 296
can be found on the Heber Valley Railroad in Utah.
Both phots by Chard Walker,
PRS Collection
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