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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

Oct 6: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas 

(210 West Bonita Avenue) 
 

Oct 13: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the 

November Issue (See contact information below) 
 

Oct 20: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena 

Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street)  
 

Oct 25: Wheel Clicks Mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 

(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616 
 

Nov 4: Excursion to San Diego aboard National Forum  
 

Dec 16: Christmas Banquet & Fundraiser in Downey 

Los Amigos Country Club 

 
 

October Meeting Program by Russ Davies  

For this meeting Pacific Railroad Society will be the "Host 

Program" presenters. But, rest easy, ERHA folks, it'll be 

heavily laced with TRACTION! The program will be, "PCCs, 

here, there, and everywhere." We'll have an unusual formant 

for the presentation, and YOU, ALL OF YOU will be 

involved!  The program will be "interactive." Old time ERHA 

folks will recognize it as the famous "Bill Volkmer Alphabet 

Game" format. Russ Davies will moderate, and will explain 

the rules. Fair warning , you'll all need to bone up on your 

railroad history, and geography! PRS folks, NOTE! This will 

be the THIRD Friday in October 

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!  

Andrew Novak - Editor 

P.O. Box 2383  

Downey, CA 90242 
 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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It takes quite a crew to do what we do 

By Marti Ann Draper, Excursion Director 
 

There are a very few non-profit organizations in this 

country that own and operate Amtrak-legal cars.  PRS 

has the distinction of having preserved ex-Union Pa-

cific Pullman Standard sleeping car National Forum 

with its original interior, keeping it mechanically cer-

tified to run at up to 110 mph in Amtrak trains.  
 

If someone wants to learn about passenger car 

maintenance, working as a volunteer with PRS is still 

one of the best ways to start. 
 

The number of people willing to make the sacrifice to 

work on the Forum has been slowly growing over the 

past couple of years.  It has been a challenge, espe-

cially since the car is in an Amtrak facility and we 

can only get at it to work under the supervision of 

someone who has completed the Amtrak contractor 

qualification test and who has access to the property 

(who just happens to be yours truly).  Since my work 

day starts on Saturday and includes two overnight 

runs, days when we can get together are few.  It is 

indeed a testament to the dedication of our workers 

that they manage to get to the Forum to work at all! 
 

Since the Forum participated in the Summer Train 

Fest at Los Angeles Union Station, hosting approxi-

mately 5,000 visitors, we have been put through a 

particularly hot and grueling summer season.  Our 

members have gotten to travel extensively during this 

time, so our work sessions have been few.  Still, some 

very important work has been undertaken. 
 

Doug Hunt, with some assistance from Chester Olson 

and Ed Saalig, has drawn all the plans for a replace-

ment for the steel shroud which protects our two wa-

ter tanks.  We have removed the original shroud, got-

ten the OK from the Amtrak inspector on the condi-

tion of our tanks and their mounting structures, and 

Doug has built entirely new ends for the shroud.  

These include access hatches for the water-raising 

valves, feeds to the hot water system, and drain plugs 

in our water system.  The main shroud is right now 

being fabricated in a sheet metal shop, and we plan to 

build it onto the car in the near future.   

Another major project will be starting soon when we 

apply all new Scotchlite™ reflectorized striping and 

lettering to the car.  We are gradually removing all 

areas of corrosion on the body.  Roya Fouladi, one of 

our newest members and a Bondo artist of some note, 

has effected some pretty spectacular repairs.  Since 

we do not plan to completely repaint the yellow sides 

of the car at this time, we are faced with making 

patches as inconspicuously as possible.  We had 

spray paint custom matched to the existing yellow, 

and the results are strikingly successful.  The striping, 

however, has aged.  Replacing it takes a special de-

gree of skill and it was shaping up to be an extremely 

expensive contract job.  We are therefore thrilled and 

honored that Larry Jennings, who is greatly respected 

both professionally and among his volunteer peers at 

the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railway as an ace 

sign restorer, has agreed to undertake this task again.  

I say “again” because Larry designed and cut the 

stripes and lettering for the previous paint job on the 

Forum. 
 

In addition to skills and labor, some of you are donat-

ing funds.  Just parking the car at Amtrak is a very 

expensive proposition.  We received a most generous 

donation of $1,000 just this week towards our win-

dow glass replacement project.  The donor has chosen 

to remain anonymous, but hopefully they will read 

this “thank you” and know that all PRS supporters 

appreciate the generous gift!   
 

We are aiming to take the Forum on our Excursion 

553 to San Diego and back on November 4.  We hope 

as many of you as possible will be able to ride on 

your National Forum during this fun-filled day, 

which will also be a fund-raiser to keep the car in 

shape. 

The National Forum, is seen here at the site of the former 

Redondo Round House on September 15, 2017. One of the 

new Amtrak Siemens Charger locomotives can be seen next 

to our car. –Marti Ann Draper Photo 
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The Museum Report  

By David Housh, Curator  
 

The summer museum schedule ended September 2, 

and normal hours have resumed.  Our new Saturday 

staffing system is working well as our visitor count 

has picked up after the summer lull. 
 

Museum display improvements are a continuing pro-

gress.  Several tweaks have brought the changes in 

the front room to a close.  The train room is now get-

ting attention with upgraded display descriptions and 

a new American Freedom Train display.  For our 

young readers, the Freedom Train toured the country 

in 1975 and 1976 in recognition of our Bicentennial 

celebration.  Southern Pacific's Coast Daylight No. 

4449, a 1941 vintage Lima built GS-4 class, was re-

stored to full operation in 1975; painted red, white, 

and blue; and sent around the country pulling a dozen 

specially fitted cars featuring documents and artifacts 

reflecting our country's history.  Many of us in SoCal 

visited the train when it came into the Pomona Fair-

grounds parking lot in December 1975. 
 

No. 4449 is alive and well.  It underwent its mandato-

ry 15 year inspection starting in 2013 and returned to 

service in late 2015.  The new display will feature 

models of this classy streamline locomotive in both 

the Coast Daylight, as she is now, and American 

Freedom Train liveries.   

 

Plan to visit our museum soon to view the latest up-

grades. 

  

Meeting Change for October 

Friday October 20, 2017 

 
For the month of October we will not be 

meeting at the usual location in Alhambra, 

instead we will be meeting on the third Friday 

of the month with our friends at the Electric 

Railway Historical Association of Southern 

California (ERHA). The meeting will begin at 

7:30 PM and will be at the South Pasadena 

Library located at: 

 

1055 El Centro Street in South Pasadena 

(between Diamond and Fairview Avenues)  

 

2 blocks east of the South Pasadena  

Gold Line Station.  

“Time For Trains” 

Saturday, December 16, 2017 

 
Join us for our annual Christmas Banquet 

and Fundraiser. Once again we will be back 

at the Los Amigos Country Club in Downey. 

We will have food, fun, raffle prizes and door 

prizes. There will also be entertainment and 

special recognition for one of our volunteers. 

We will be having a lunch, similar to last 

year.  

 

The event runs from:  

10:00 AM to 2:30 PM  

Cost is $34 per person.  

 

Look for your reservation form in this Issue.  

The Los Amigos Country Club is located at: 

7295 Quill Drive 

Downey, CA 90242  

 

 

We hope to see you there!  
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Traveling Across Country on the  

Santa Fe (Part 2) 

By David Housh, Curator  
 

By 1934, the Santa Fe Railroad was no stranger to 

luxury trains.  However, the California Limited, the 

Santa Fe Deluxe, and the Chief had all depended on 

traditional steam driven locomotives pulling heavy-

weight passenger cars.  Using that technology to its 

fullest extent, the Santa Fe had reduced the travel 

time on its cross-country route to its absolute mini-

mum.    As the 1930s dawned, other major railroads 

were experimenting with diesel-electric propul-

sion.  The Union Pacific and the Burlington railroads 

had each created dramatic new diesel-electric stream-

liners, and the Santa Fe decided it was time to get into 

the act. 
 

Surprisingly, the Santa Fe's first successful entry into 

diesel-electric technology was anything 

but streamlined.  Known informally as “Amos 'n' 

Andy,” the first two units closely resembled a pair of 

shoeboxes with massive and rather ugly "eyebrows" 

tacked on and serving as air intakes at each end.  But 

with 3600 horses "under the hoods," they could move 

along swiftly.  In reality, these units were test beds 

and subjected to extensive testing with one actually 

catching fire when pushed to the extreme. 
 

Santa Fe envisioned a whole new shiny lightweight 

stainless-steel train with a dramatically streamlined 

locomotive set.  But this would take time to create, 

and the railroad wanted an upgraded train to be 

dubbed the Super Chief now!  So, it was decided to 

have a two-stage introduction of its new name 

train.  The first stage, Super Chief 1, would use the 

boxy “Amos 'n' Andy” for motive power hauling six 

heavyweight Standard Pullman cars refurbished and 

significantly upgraded from the existing fleet of the 

Santa Fe's Chief.  In reality, this train would be a 

yearlong commercial for the upcoming and revolu-

tionary lightweight stainless steel Super Chief 2.  A 

most significant feature of this new train was its run-

ning time, just 39 3/4 hours from Dearborn Station in 

Chicago to La Grande Station in Los Angeles.  The 

locomotives had proved themselves capable of speeds 

well more than 100 mph on test runs completing one 

test trip between the cities in just over 36 hours. 

Finally, after 9 months of testing, the new Super 

Chief 1 was ready for the public.  May 11, 1936, was 

the big day.  The Fred Harvey dining car was fully 

stocked with prime beef and pork, plump chickens, 

pink cuts of veal, tins of caviar, et 

al.  Uniformed porters had the four Pullman sleepers 

standing tall, and the train was ready to roll.  Such 

entertainment notables as Eleanor Powell, Eddy Can-

tor, and Edward G. Robinson were on board as the 

“Super 1” left Dearborn Station on its success-

ful inaugural dash across the country.  It arrived at La 

Grande Station in Los Angeles just 39 hours and 49 

minutes later.  Hollywood stars would flock to the 

train in this pre jet-age era just as they had to 

the Chief.  Thus, the Super Chief inherited the title 

long held by the Chief--"The Train of the Stars."  The 

train would routinely stop in Pasadena, just short of 

Los Angeles, to allow Hollywood's elite to disembark 

when traveling westbound or board the train going 

east to miss the crowds at La Grande Station and later 

Union Station. 
 

To be continued next month! 
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From our friends at the Orange Empire Railway Museum…. 
 

HELP SAVE LOS ANGELES METRO CAR NO. 144 

 

LACMTA Metro Car No. 144, a model P865 built in 1990 by Nippon Sharyo as one of 53 cars for the 

first electric railway in Los Angeles since the demise of the Red Cars and Yellow Cars, is now 27 years old 

and scheduled for scrapping in January 2018. 

 

Through the coordinated efforts of the LACMTA and volunteers at Orange Empire Railway Museum, 

LACMTA has generously offered to donate this excellent specimen to Orange Empire Railway Museum in 

Perris, California. OERM has just voted to accept the car – but needs to raise the minimum $5,000.00 

necessary to transport the car to Perris, plus additional funds to care for the car once it arrives. 

This is a one-time opportunity to save a true piece of L.A. history. If you would like to be a part of this 

exciting event, now is the time to help. 

 

Please send your donation, or call it in by credit card to Orange Empire Railway Museum. Be sure to 

specify that your donation is for the “LA Metro P865” car. 

 

Orange Empire Railway Museum 

Perris, CA 92570 

Or call (951) 943-3020 

 

Thank you!  
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Former Southern Pacific GS-4 

4449 (above) leads a special 

train through Santa Susana Pass, 

near Chatsworth, in March of 

1986. The train was coming to 

Los Angles to be used in the 

movie Tough Guys.  At right, 

Southern Pacific Train 51, the 

San Joaquin Daylight, is seen 

loading passengers at Bakers-

field on January 24, 1971.   

Both phots by Roger Puta 


