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Santa Fe 309L (F74) with Train #23, The Grand Canyon stopped at the Albuquerque, New Mexico on August 19, 1967.
—Roger Puta Photo
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Upcoming PRS Events:

Nov 1: Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue)

Nov 4: Excursion to San Diego aboard National Forum

Nov 10: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the
November Issue (See contact information below)

Nov 17: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at the Joslyn Center in
Alhambra (210 North Chapel Avenue)

Nov 21: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616

Dec 16: Christmas Banquet & Fundraiser in Downey
Los Amigos Country Club

November Meeting Program by Russ Davies

November 17: Tonight we return to the Prado Room at Story
Park in Alhambra. Note! This is the THIRD Friday in
November. There are scheduling problems with the South
Pasadena Library that evening. This month will be a Harvey
Laner double-feature, (see page 4 for details), that you won’t
want to miss! Be there, and bring Digital Briefs!

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Thank You!

Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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Scott Inman

On December 16, 2017, we will be having our annual
Christmas Banquet and fund raiser. This year our key
note speaker will be Mr. Scott Inman. Scott will be
speaking about Pacific Railroad Society and Railroad
Boosters excursions on the Southern Pacific from the
1930s to the 1970s. Below is a little more about Mr.
Inman.

“Scott Inman has been a life-long historian, author,
and modeler of the Southern Pacific. Growing up,
Scott witnessed the twilight of the once-mighty
Southern Pacific Empire while photographing the
corporation throughout California. Documenting rail-
road operations over Donner Pass, chasing West Side
Beet Trains out of Tracy, and watching locals pass
through his hometown of Elk Grove, California pro-
vided Scott one of the last opportunities for his gener-
ation to witness the Grand Ole Southern Pacific.

He has served on the Board of Directors of the South-
ern Pacific Historical & Technical society since 2011,
currently serving as Vice President. Additionally, he
has published the society’s quarterly newsletter, di-
rected the model development department, and
planned six annual conventions of the SPH&TS.

Scott’s involvement with the California State Rail-
road Museum began more than 25 years ago when his
Grandfather, Robert Hornbeck CPA, was the Control-
ler of the Sacramento Historic Sites Association
which at one time operated the museum’s financ-
es. He spent many summer days learning from
knowledgeable docents and former railroaders about
operating practices, locomotive technology, and the
Transcontinental Railroad. In 2005, he became a vol-
unteer docent and has served the museum in many
capacities. His involvement since has included work-
ing with Maintenance of Way, staffing the Cab For-
ward, maintaining the Sefton Toy Train Exhibit, serv-
ing the Sacramento Southern Railroad as a Car At-
tendant and Narrator, participating in the Amtrak In-
terpretive Program on the California Zephyr, and
working in the restoration shops. His major accom-
plishment at CSRM was leading a restoration team to
restore Union Pacific 103, a former Texas and Pacific
Business Car. Work on the 103 was completed in
September 2012 after several months of work by a 20
person team.
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In 2015, Scott also negotiated saving Southern Pacific
109 Shasta, an 1888-built Official Car, from being
scrapped and helped relocate it to Black Butte, Cali-
fornia. In 2016, he led a campaign to save and relo-
cate Southern Pacific’s only Budd RDC, SP10, back
home to Northern California from Galveston, Texas.

Other organizations Scott is associated with include
the Pacific Coast Chapter of the Railway and Loco-
motive Historical Society, the Northwestern Pacific
Railroad Historical Society, the National Model Rail-
road Association, and the Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca. Scott has earned the rank of Eagle Scout, and is a
past Lodge Chief in the Amangi Nacha Lodge of the
Order of the Arrow. He volunteered seven years on
the Board of Directors of the Sacramento Model Rail-
road Historical Society, serving two years as Presi-
dent. Prototype modeling of the Southern Pacific in
HO scale has been one of Scott’s passions for over 15
years.

He is a graduate of California State University Sacra-
mento with a Masters of Business Administra-
tion. As a financial professional, his day job is in
public service as the Senior Accountant for the Yolo
County Housing Authority in Woodland, California.”

We hope that you will join us on December 16th to
hear Mr. Inman and enjoy the power point presenta-
tion he has prepared for us.

-Steve Crise Photo
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The Museum Report
By David Housh, Curator

It is my goal that every month bring one or more im-
provements to our museum. This month saw the rein-
stallation of the baggage cart to its spot at the en-
trance to the museum. It had been moved aside dur-
ing the repaving of the parking lot and had been left
out of sight since then, it suffering from two

flat tires. A thank you goes to PRS member Steve
Crise who procured replacement tires and

their installation at a nominal cost. Steve also found
buyers during the month for two pieces of railroad
equipment deemed surplus bringing a tidy sum to the
museum coffers.

Within the museum, an American Freedom Train ex-
hibit has been added to complement the existing
Southern Pacific No. 4449 display. Thus a visitor can
now view models of the locomotive in both liveries it
has worn during its lifetime--as the Coast Daylight
and as the Freedom Train of 1975 and 1976. In addi-
tion, upgraded signage and descriptions are appearing
throughout the museum in an effort to give it a more
professional appearance. Do plan to come by and see
what we are doing.

We are always looking for new volunteers to help us
at the museum, particularly on Saturdays. It would
be a big help if you could pledge to help us out just
on just one Saturday every three months.

Please think about it and contact me at:
busteach24@hotmail.com if you are interested.
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Harvey Laner “Double-Feature”
For the November Meeting

Part 1 - On January 21st, 2017 PRS chartered a Me-
trolink train dubbed “The Perris Express.” The con-
sist featured our own private car, National Forum.
Harvey Laner’s video captures the beauty of the sun
filled day with gorgeous snow-covered backdrop
scenes of the train traveling on the Metrolink San
Bernardino Line. Then travel on a portion of the In-
land Empire-Orange County Line and finally a trip up
Box Springs grade on Metrolink's new Perris Valley
Line. The excursion also featured a visit to The Or-
ange Empire Railway Museum in Perris.

Part 2 — Harvey continues with a European transit
review video featuring recent scenes of Venice, Italy
and Barcelona, Spain. Highlights include the Vapo-
retto Water Bus system serving the waterways of
Venice Italy and a ride on one of the 113 year-old
Tramvia Blau trams up to Bercelona’s Tibadabo Dis-
trict. The magnetic-braked cars are reminiscent of
the Los Angeles Railway’s I Line “Maggies.”

Orange Empire Railway Museum founding members, Ken
Harrison, Ray Ballash and Harvey Laner, poise in front of
Los Angeles Railway 1201 on January 21, 2017, during the

PRS Perris Excursion.

—Andrew Novak Photo
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Traveling Across Country on the

Santa Fe (Part 3)
By David Housh, Curator

A monumental effort went into the planning for and
creation of Super Chief 2. Design work on the stain-
less steel lightweight passenger cars was complete by
April 1936. Full mock-ups had been created for the
interiors of each proposed car. Noted designer-
decorator Sterling McDonald had been commissioned
to fashion the unique interiors emphasizing elements
of the southwest Indian cultures. Each passenger car
would be named. The Isleta, Laguna, Orai-
bi, and Taos were the Pullman sleep-
ers. The Acoma was the bar and lounge car, and
the Cochiti was the Fred Harvey dining
car. The Navajo was the round-ended sleeper lounge,
and observation car at the end of the train. The mail
and baggage cars would remain unnamed. Initially,
the train would provide weekly service between the
Chicago and Los Angeles, but this would change as
new cars were completed, creating Super Chief
3. Daily service would become a reality in time.

New locomotives were also built to replace the pio-
neering Amos 'm' Andy. While the diesel-electric
technology remained unchanged, the appearance of
the new streamlined EMC E1 locomotives was a dra-
matic change. They would become the ultimate
streamliners of the era and feature what would be-
come an iconic paint scheme created by artist Leland
Knickerbocker. He described his design as "the pro-
file of an Indian head and the trailing feathers of a
war bonnet." It quickly became known as simply the
"Warbonnet design." The red, yellow, and silver col-
ors still graced the Super Chief when it all came to an
end in 1971.

The Super Chief was a magnet for the Hollywood
aristocracy who made it their own, along with other
people of prominence. A four-letter word describes
the reason. . . food! Dining cars had been around
since the 1880s, but Fred Harvey's dining cars would
be compared to the finest five-star restaurants. No
other trains could match their cuisine. Such entrees as
Filet Mignon, Jardinier, Sword Fish Steak
Saute, Meuniere with Capers; Baked Sugar-Cured
Ham, Sauce Madere, Veal Chop Saute
with Corn Mexicaine, and Poached Tranche of Salm-
on, Au vin Blanc graced the menus.
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One of the most popular dishes was Pain Perdu, better
known as "Santa Fe French Toast." All entrees were
served on unique Membrano China designed by not-
ed resident architect Mary Colter. Fine linens and
formal silver service were also featured with the sil-
ver service also designed by Ms. Colter.

The original cars were decorated with the finest wood
veneers from around the world. A Santa Fe brochure
of the time described the "exquisite interiors" as fea-
turing Brazilian rosewood, ebonized maple, Ameri-
can holly, redwood burl, gumwood, teak, aspen, and
satinwood along with authentic southwest Indian ma-
terials and designs. In 1951 it got even better when
the Santa Fe introduced the Pleasure Dome with its
unique Turquoise Room for private parties and exclu-
sive dining.

But there were more reasons for the popularity of
the Super Chief. It was seen as a rolling sanctuary,
a rest from the daily pressures, a pause to resuscitate
the mind and body accompanied by that wonderful
food and drink. The inaugural brochure best de-
scribed the spectacular scenery along the

route, ". . . valleys, mesas, high majestic mountains,
wide sweeping plains, red-gold soil, sage-green cac-
ti. . . magnificent vistas of color and contrast." All

this passed by as passengers enjoyed the comforts of
air-conditioning and a brand new roadbed featuring
112-pound rails and straightened curves to handle the
higher sustained speeds.

So just who did travel aboard the Super Chief in
the ensuing years? Think Richard Burton
and Elizabeth Taylor, Humphrey Bogart and Lauren
Bacall, Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, Desi
Arnaz and Lucille Ball, James Cagney, Judy Gar-
land, Bing Crosby, Jack Benny, Mel Blanc, Shirley
Temple, Douglas Fairbanks, Gloria Swan-
son, Groucho Marx, Bette Davis, Edgar Bergen,
Dolores del Rio, Samuel Goldwyn, Charlie Chaplin,
John Barrymore, Noel Coward, Dorothy Kilgallen,
Ogden Nash, and that's just a beginning! Others who
enjoyed a cruise across the country included former
presidents Harry S. Truman and Dwight Eisenhower
with their wives. Sadly, the end came in 1971 when
the Santa Fe surrendered its passenger operations to
Amtrak.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Traveling Across Country on the

Santa Fe (Part 3)
Continued

At first, Amtrak was allowed to use the Super
Chief name, but within three years it became apparent
that the quality of service had deteriorated signifi-
cantly. Thus, the Santa Fe withdrew permission to
use its fabled name. The train was renamed
the Southwest Limited before a compromise was
reached allowing the train to become the Southwest
Chief. But with the jet age upon us, it would never be
the same again. A legend had passed into history.

The Super Chief, seen from cab of Santa Fe F7A4
309L with Train 23, The Grand Canyon, at Gloriette,
New Mexico on August 19, 1967. —Roger Puta Photo

Surviving Super Chief Cars.
By Andrew Novak

Three cars from the 1936-1937 Super Chief are still
in existence, the Acoma, the Cochiti and the Navajo.

The Cochiti, pronounced “Ko Cha Tee,” was retired
from the Santa Fe in 1968, and placed in storage
in Marceline, Missouri. In the summer of 1968 the
car was purchased from the Santa Fe by Wayne
Kerslake for use railroad-themed restaurant in South
Dakota. After searching the numerous cars stored in
Marceline, the Kerslake’s purchased the Cochiti in
1970 and moved the car to Tea, South Dakota. The
restaurant was unsuccessful and in 1977 it closed.
The Cochiti was purchased by the California State
Railroad Museum in Sacramento in 1978, and moved
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west where it was placed in storage for several years.
The car was eventually restored to it’s 1940s appear-
ance and in 1994 was placed on display inside of the
museum.

Like the Cochiti, the Acoma, pronounced “Ah Ko
Ma,” was also retired in 1968. In 1971, the car was
purchased by Frank Conaway of Chillicothe, Ohio,
and he kept the car’s lounge section almost intact. In
1995, the Acoma changed hands again, this time be-
ing purchased by John Bond and Ronald Ashcraft and
the two did extensive work on the car to bring it up to
current mechanical and Amtrak compatibility stand-
ards. This work was completed in 2012, and has seen
service in southern California operating with other
private cars.

The final preserved Super Chief car from the 1936-
1937 train is observation Navajo. The Santa Fe donat-
ed the car to the National Railway Historical Society
Intermountain Chapter on April 1, 1966. The car was
used by the chapter on various excursions out of Den-
ver. In May 1971, the Intermountain Chapter moved
the car to the Colorado Railroad Museum in Golden,
Colorado. The Intermountain Chapter transferred title
of the car to the museum in 2006.

The Navajo, at Golden, Colorado, with a replica Super
Chief drumhead. —Photo from Colorado Railroad Museum
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From our friends at the Orange Empire Rail-
way Museum....

HELP SAVE LOS ANGELES METRO CAR NO. 144

LACMTA Metro Car No. 144, a model P865 built in
1990 by Nippon Sharyo as one of 53 cars for the

first electric railway in Los Angeles since the demise of
the Red Cars and Yellow Cars, is now 27 years old

and scheduled for scrapping in January 2018.

Through the coordinated efforts of the LACMTA and
volunteers at Orange Empire Railway Museum,
LACMTA has generously offered to donate this excel-
lent specimen to Orange Empire Railway Museum in
Perris, California. OERM has just voted to accept the
car — but needs to raise the minimum $5,000.00
necessary to transport the car to Perris, plus additional
funds to care for the car once it arrives.

This is a one-time opportunity to save a true piece of
L.A. history. If you would like to be a part of this
exciting event, now is the time to help.

Please send your donation, or call it in by credit card to
Orange Empire Railway Museum. Be sure to specify
that your donation is for the “LA Metro P865” car.

Orange Empire Railway Museum
Perris, CA 92570
Or call (951) 943-3020

Thank you!
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: “Time For Trains” :
l Saturday, December 16, 2017 I
| |
| |

Join us for our annual Christmas Banquet
I and Fundraiser. Once again we will be back |
I at the Los Amigos Country Club in Downey. 1
I We will have food, fun, raffle prizes and door |
I prizes. There will also be entertainment and I
' special recognition for one of our volunteers.
We will be having a lunch, similar to last
year.

The event runs from:
10:00 AM to 2:30 PM
Cost is $34 per person.

The Los Amigos Country Club is located at:
7295 Quill Drive
Downey, CA 90242

We hope to see you there!

|
1
1
|
1
1
|
I Look for your reservation form in this Issue.
1
|
1
1
|
1

Congratulations Travel Town!

Recently, Travel Town in Griffith Park, unveiled their
restored former Santa Fe “Doodlebug” M177 after
many years of restoration work. The M177 was built in
1929 and for many years operated on rural lines
throughout the Santa Fe system. The car last operated
in 1953 on the line between Pampa, Texas and Clinton,
Oklahoma. It was then retired and Santa Fe donated the
car to Travel Town in 1957. Thanks to a dedicated
work force, the car now operates with it’s 1929 vintage
Winton gasoline engine for the first time in over 60
years! Below is a photo of the car during its restoration
from the Travel Town website.
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Southern Pacific 6461 (FP7-A4)
is in charge of a southbound
Amtrak San Joaquin at Fresno,
in April 1974. At right, Amtrak
Train 3, the Southwest Limited,
is seen here near Darling AZ in
March 1981. On the point is
Amtrak F40PH 292.

Both phots by Roger Puta




