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BNSF SD60M 1410 is seen here in downtown Tulsa, Oklahoma on April 29, 2018. BNSF 1410 was built by EMD in
1990 for the Burlington Northern (BN) as 9220. The locomotive has also carried BNSF numbers 9220 and most recently 8120, before being renumbered 1410. Until 2017 the locomotive was still it’s original BN green colors.
–Joshua Thurman Photo
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Aug 4: PRS Trackless RDC Excursion from Fullerton
June Meeting Program by Russ Davies
Russ Davies will be presenting a show on the Central
California Traction Company which ran from Stockton to
Sacramento. The program will feature photos taken Don
Duke, Roger Fogt, Ira Swett, Bill Farmer, and many more. Be
there and bring digital briefs!
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Thank You!
Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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PRS House Keeping

“Trackless RDC” trip continued...

By Andrew Novak

After lunch we will continue on to San Dimas to visit
our own museum located in the former Santa Fe depot. If you have not had a chance to visit our museum, this is the perfect time to do it!

On April 1, 2018, we began our new year at Pacific
Railroad Society (PRS) and I welcome everyone back
who has renewed their membership! We thank you
for your continued support.
This new year we are pleased to offer Wheel Clicks
in PDF Format. For those of you who have opted for
the digital version we will be mailing them to your
inbox on the same day as our mailing parties. You
will get a notice with these dates and they are also
published in Wheel Clicks each month.
Speaking of the mailing parities, we have now moved
them to Thursday instead of Wednesday. The mailing
parties will still be at the museum at 10:00 AM.
Due to circumstances beyond our control, we had to
combine the May and June issues of Wheel Clicks.
Rest assured we are not planning on combining any
more issues at this time.
Finally, we have welcomed some new faces to our
board of directors. Welcome John Tellez, Mark Abbott and David Rice to the board. Thank you for serving the society!

Return of the “Trackless RDC” trips
By Andrew Novak
The late Barbara Sibert, used to arrange a PRS trip to
Tehachapi every year using a bus or motor coach. She
called these “Trackless RDC” trips and in the tradition she started, we are bringing back the “Trackless
RDC” trips here at PRS. Our goal is to offer at least
two of these one day, low-cost adventures to our
members and friends. Our first trip of 2018 will be on
Saturday August 4, 2018.
Our trip will begin at the Fullerton Amtrak Station at
10:00 AM, after we assemble at 9:30 AM. Once we
have gathered, we will tour the equipment on display
that is part of the Southern California Railway Plaza
Association (SCRPA) collection. This will include
PRS cars 5001 and 6101 which are on long term loan
to SCRPA. With our tour of the SCRPA cars complete, we will board our motor coach and head to
nearby Brea Mall for lunch. We will have about an
hour for lunch and guests will be on their own.

After leaving the museum, we will go to the Metro
Gold Line yard and shop in Monrovia for a tour. After our tour of the Gold Line yard we will return to
Fullerton.
We hope you will join of for this fun day with friends
and your fellow society members. Please see the enclosed form to order your tickets. Since we are going
on a motor coach, space is limited, so reserve your
seats early!

The Museum Report
By David Housh, Curator
March was an uneventful month at the Museum, so I
have little to report. The one donation we received
was an interbox connector (IBC) used to secure containers shipped by rail, but also by truck or ship. So
stay tuned for next month when hopefully we will
have some significant things to report. I already have
plans for one new display in mind.
April brought forth some significant donations. Three donations included a nice variety of
books, many in like new condition. A majority of the
titles were already in the PRS library and thus became available to members and the general public in
our gift shop. Another donation from John Blaubach,
son of early PRS member Carl Blaubach, included a
LARy car destination sign, a historic railroad lantern,
a hand drawn map of an early PRS mystery trip, and a
unique metal file suitable for storing photographs. We appreciate such donations which are always beneficial to our museum and thank those making these gifts.
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Behind the Scenes
By Marti Ann Draper, Excursion Director
Although I have had little time to report to you on the
activities of the Excursion Committee, including its
work on the “National Forum,” plenty has been happening. Incidentally, if any of you ever wanted to
give your inner journalist a workout, writing our adventures up for “Wheel Clicks” would be a fun way
to start. Let us know!
Our Excursion 553 to San Diego, using our “National
Forum” and the Caestecker’s “Silver Splendor,” was
a great success. Following that trip, we undertook an
air date (required periodic rebuild of the brake system) and completion of some tasks required by our
recent PC 2A (“50-year”) inspection. As part of this,
we completely replaced the water tank shroud which
protects our two stainless steel potable water tanks.
This effort was led by Doug Hunt, an engineer (not
the kind who runs a locomotive) who can run CAD to
produce plans and who fortunately has what amounts
to a machine/sheet metal shop in his backyard structure which most of us would use as a garage. The
results are beautiful; the new shroud looks just like
the old one, but is superior in that it has better bracing, modern flame resistant insulation, and is held on
by modern hardened hardware.
Rolland Graham continued his careful priming and
painting of underbody structures which had not been
cleaned or painted in decades. He and Paul Petersen
are gradually turning the vestibule from a scruffy
“work in progress” to a completely restored and functional entrance to the car. We repaired the men’s toilet and the curtain in section 8, and are getting ready
to run again as soon as the air date is completed.
However, on March 28, 2018, Amtrak caught us flatfooted with the following announcement:
“Generally, Amtrak will no longer operate charter
services or special trains. These operations caused
significant operational distraction, failed to capture
fully allocated profitable margins and sometimes delayed our paying customers on our scheduled trains.
There may be a few narrow exceptions to this policy
in order to support specific strategic initiatives, for
example trial service in support of growing new
scheduled service. Otherwise, one-time trips and
charters are immediately discontinued.
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We must narrow our focus to running a great core
railroad: safe, on time, clean cars, friendly service
and great customer-facing technology.”
Since charters and special trains have been the flagship activity of PRS since its founding, this announcement hobbles us, to say the least. In addition,
curtailment of certain private car moves have been
announced. Amtrak will not put private cars on or off
at any location where there is less than a 30 minute
dwell time. Private car moves on Surfliners, such as
our most recent excursion which involved having the
private cars taken off at San Diego to wait for a later
departure time, are prohibited. The fate of trips involving private cars on and off at Oakland has not
been clarified. Leaving a private car at Lamy will no
longer be allowed.
Amtrak thereafter refused to run any of AAPRCO’s
special trains which had previously been scheduled,
and an excursion of 4449 was cancelled. (BNSF has
operated a train using 4449 in the Columbia River
Gorge, but this was for their own publicity purposes
and had nothing to do with Amtrak).
Since this announcement, the private car community
and certain non-profit groups, such as PRS, who operate special trains in the east have made loud protests to Amtrak and their representatives. The local
private car owners, banded together as LARail.com,
face the end of their regular, well-enjoyed trips to San
Diego and “Vino Train” to Santa Barbara and San
Luis Obispo.
There are some bright spots. Private cars are not
banned entirely. We could run a trip on a private car
for the entire length of a train’s run, so long as
Amtrak feels there is enough time to switch it off at
the end. Also, we recently received a set of guidelines for private car parking at Los Angeles, which is
a welcome development after years of speculation.
After pressure was exerted by U.S. Representative
Evan Jenkins of West Virginia and by Jim Justice, the
Governor of West Virginia, who feared that dozens of
small West Virginia businesses would be bankrupted,
we have heard a report that the Collis P. Huntington
Railroad Historical Society may be allowed a special
exemption to run its New River excursions this year.
(Continued on Page 5)
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Behind the Scenes continued...
Perhaps someone is listening. In any event, it took political pressure to restore the running of these excursions. PRS is
not allowed to do political campaigning, but individual members can.
When Amtrak was formed, PRS had already been running special excursion trains for many years. It was understood
that Amtrak would take over the job of running intercity passenger trains and they have included special charters as part
of their mandate for years. Amtrak controls the amount they charge for these services and there is no reason for them to
lose money on any given special train. This is a shock and a setback. How do you feel about this? What can you do
about it?
Water Tank Shroud
work on the
National Forum.
Left: Paul Petersen,
Chester Olson, Paul
Amodei and Marti
Ann Draper admire
the new water tank
shroud which Paul
Amodei just brought
in on his trailer.
-Doug Hunt Photo
Below: Doug Hunt
carefully measures
fittings to be crafted
into the new
shroud. -Marti Ann
Draper Photo
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Above: BNSF GP-60 170 working near the Commerce Metrolink Station on April 13, 2018 switch a long string of empty
well cars from Hobart Yard. BNSF 170 was built by EMD in 1988 for the Santa Fe as 4011 and is one of a few still
painted in the Santa Fe blue and yellow paint scheme. –David Coscia Photo
Below: former Frisco 4-8-4 4500 on display at the Route 66 Villiage in Tulsa, Oklahoma on April 30, 2018. The 4500
was built by Baldwin Locomotive Works in November 1942. –Joshua Thurman Photo
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News Briefs
Metra (Chicago): In late March, the Metra Board of
Directors voted to approve a $29.4 million contract to
expand and renovate their 47th/49th Street facility,
which is the main mechanical yard for the Rock Island Line. The 49th Street Coach Yard is the railroad’s main railcar rehabilitation shop. The 47th
Street Diesel Shop will also be upgraded. The 47th
Street Diesel Shop is where the agency’s MP36 locomotives are maintained. The facility was first opened
by the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific (Rock Island) in 1947, and has not had significant upgrades
since. The agency is expecting the project will take
two years to complete. –From Metra Press Release
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Fallbrook Railroad Heritage Park: The Fallbrook
Village Association in Fallbrook, California is in the
process of creating a Railroad Heritage Park in downtown Fallbrook. The planned park will be located at
the corner of Main Avenue and Elder Street and will
include a station platform and former Santa Fe caboose. The Santa abandoned the line to Fallbrook in
1980 and the original station was torn down in the
1970s. -Information from Fallbrook Village Association via Bob Chaparro.

End of track in Fallbrook circa 1980 –Jay Roberts Photo

Above: Metra MP36 425 was repainted in Rock Island colors to honor retiring CEO/Executive Director
Don Orseno who began his railroad career on the
Rock Island in 1974. –Photo from the Metra Facebook Page
GN SD-7 Saved: The Minnesota Transportation Museum (MTM) recently announced that they have received former Great Northern (GN) EMD SD-7 558.
The locomotive was built in March 1952 and served
the Twin Cities terminal, and in ore service out of
Duluth/Superior. The 558 became Burlington Northern (BN) 6008 after the merger of Burlington, GN,
Northern Pacific and Spokane Portland & Seattle in
1970. BN retired the 6008 in 1983 and the locomotive was sold to Cargill who used the locomotive at
one of their facilities in Minnesota. Cargill recently
donated the locomotive to the museum.
For more information about the MTM, visit them
online at: http://www.transportationmuseum.org/

7

Bay Area welcomes eBART: The new eBART Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU) line is scheduled to open on
May 26, 2018. This new DMU operation will take
people from the existing BART station in Pittsburgh,
approximately 10 miles east to a new station at Hillcrest Avenue in Antioch. This new service operates
on private right-of-way down the center median of
State Route 4. BART estimates this new service will
carry approximately 2400 people per hour, per direction during rush hour. The cars for the new service
were built by Swiss company, Stadler GTW.
-Information from BART Press Release and photo
below from BART Facebook page.
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Above: MBTA (Boston) PCC 3238 arrives at the Capen Street Station on April 29, 2018. This PCC was built in 1945 by
Pullman-Standard and is one of 10 rebuilt PCCs operating on the Mattapan-Ashmont Line. –Wayne Doran Photo
Below: Atlantic City Transportation Company Brilliner 216 is seen here in Atlantic City, New Jersey in 1947. The Brilliners were the J.G. Brill Company’s version of the PCC and never was as widely used as the PCC. The fleet of 25 Brilliners in Atlantic City was sold for scrap in 1956 after streetcar service ended in 1955. – Jim Spanger Photo

