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Coaster F40PH-2C 2105 has just arrived in Los Angeles on the point of a Metrolink train and will soon be headed over 

to the Metrolink shops for work.  This photo was taken on July 7, 2009 and in 2021, these units are scheduled to be re-

placed with new Siemens built locomotives. –Andrew Novak Photo 
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

Aug 4: PRS Trackless RDC Excursion from Fullerton 

(Call Stephanie Novak 562-862-3214 for details or to book) 
 

Aug 17: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the 

September Issue (See contact information below) 
 

Aug 17: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena 

Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street)  
 

Sep 5: September Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in 

San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue) 
 

Sep 6: Wheel Clicks Mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 

(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616  

(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)  
 

Dec 1: Tree Lighting ceremony at the Museum in San Dimas 

(210 West Bonita Avenue) 
 

August Meeting Program by Harvey Laner  
 

Harvey’s Teen-Years “Wanderlust” 1955-1958 
Pacific Electric Railway Historical Society Monograph No.10, 
Remembrances Of The Pacific Electric Railway chronicles 
Harvey Laner’s first person experiences riding the last days of 
the Pacific Electric’s Red Cars in Southern California.  Then, 
it follows his participation in the rail car preservation activities 
following the demise of Southern California traction, 
culminating in his being one of the fourteen founders of the 
Orange Empire Railway Museum.  This video brings the 
“Wanderlust” chapter of Harvey’s recently published 
monograph to life by replacing the photos in the book with 
actual digitized movie footage he shot in and around Chicago 
and eastern US and Canadian cities that still had streetcars and 
interurbans operating in the mid-to-late1950s.  The video’s 
narration matches the text in the monograph.   
 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 
editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 
format may not be included since it would have to be re-typed. 
Thank You!  

Andrew Novak - Editor - P.O. Box 2383 - Downey, CA 90242 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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The Museum Report  

By David Housh, Curator  
 

June was a remarkable month for the museum with 

many visitors and record donations.  Such is always 

welcome! 
 

Our Saturday volunteer system continues as a reliable 

means of scheduling help, but we can always find a 

use for more dedicated volunteers.  How about you? 
 

It is always fun to receive unexpected but valuable 

donations.  Just such a surprise arrived recently in the 

form of the "SAN DIMAS" depot sign that stood for 

many years beside the tracks just outside our build-

ing.  We received both sides of the sign and all the 

original mounting hardware.  Though weathered, it is 

in remarkable condition.  Plans call for the best side 

to be mounted on the east wall of the museum's wait-

ing room just above the entrance.  The installation 

will be accompanied by an explanation and photos 

showing the sign when in service.  Please plan to stop 

by and admire it.   In the meantime, enjoy the accom-

panying photographs. 

Museum Curator, David Housh, poses with the newly  

acquired San Dimas sign inside of the museum.  

-Steve Crise Photo 

In this June 1972 view, a Santa Fe F-unit leads an early Amtrak train past the San Dimas Station. The newly acquired San Dimas 

sign can be seen to the left of the train. -Bob Gottier photo, Steve Crise Archive 
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Thousands find out what fun a train 

can be 

By Marti Ann Draper, Excursion Director  
 

On July 14, 2018, over 13,000 happy visitors filled 

Los Angeles Union Station to get up close and per-

sonal with trains. The event was the 2018 Union Sta-

tion Summer Train Fest, sponsored by Metro as a 

means to reach out to the general public and celebrate 

the joy of trains. This event is, in effect, a continua-

tion of the “National Train Day” festivals which 

Amtrak once sponsored to encourage interest in rail-

roading.  
 

Model railroads were represented in the historic ticket 

concourse by HO layouts set up by the Los Angeles 

Model Railroad Society, the SoCal Free-Mo Club, 

and the High Desert Model Railroad Club, as well as 

a G scale set-up by the Del Oro Pacific. The com-

bined show was touted to be the largest collection of 

operating model railroads ever to appear at Los Ange-

les Union Station. 
 

A variety of displays, information booths and food 

vendors was set up east of track 15. Because of this 

proximity, many children asked why our car smelled 

like bacon cooking.  
 

The walk-through tour on Track 14 consisted of eight 

cars.  They were: Amtrak Pacific Surfliner coach 

6406 Laguna Beach; Superliner “Cross-country café” 

diner/lounge 37000; Superliner sleeper dormitory/

transition car 39021; former Denver & Rio Grande 

Western (D&RGW), American Railway Explorer 

lounge Utah; our own former UP Pullman car Nation-

al Forum; and three “Silver Fleet” cars built for the 

California Zephyr; dome coach Silver Lariat, Pull-

man Silver Rapids, and dome observation Silver So-

larium. A few steps away on Track 13 were Tier-4 

F125 Metrolink locomotive 909, Bombardier coach 

208 in a “Stay alert, Stay alive” wrap, and Rotem cab 

car 694.  
 

The National Forum had been cleaned up and pre-

pared for the display the night before by Matt and 

Noelle Allen, Russell Homan, and Marti Ann Draper.  

Visitors could check out both day and nighttime con-

figurations of each accommodation type. When the 

tours started coming through at 10 am, there were 

Russell Homan with Becky and Zach Rakisits,  

Matt and Noelle Allen, Marti Ann Draper and Roya 

Fouladi onboard to fill the visitors in on what exactly 

they were seeing.  Rolland Graham arrived soon after 

opening and took up a day-long post in bedroom C, 

explaining exactly how the magical Pullman transfor-

mation from daytime to nighttime took place. Next, 

Pam Licavoli appeared wearing her Dad’s authentic 

SP Porter hat and set up a mini-display covering the 

history of Porters and other servers aboard the trains.  

Although we had figured she might give us an hour of 

her time, she stayed on and answered questions until 

well into the afternoon. Dennis Gilkey answered 

questions and helped keep the kids from bouncing on 

our clean Pullman linens.  
 

There was no break in the line all day and, by one 

estimate, 10,000 people were trying to see the exhibit.  

As the day wore on, our air conditioner gave up the 

ghost.  Russell and the staff soon turned this failure 

into an opportunity by soliciting donations to fix the 

air conditioner. A big swamp cooler in our vestibule 

provided by Russell proved to be the hit of the day as 

youngsters took turns getting their hair blown. Gradu-

ally, our volunteer force thinned out and the last few 

hours were tough. The event was supposed to be over 

at 5:00 pm, but Russell, Matt and Noelle were still 

giving the tour at 5:30. They were able to go home 

after 2:00 am once Amtrak had pulled the display 

train back to the yard. 
 

Although the popularity of the exhibits provided quite 

a challenge, it was inspiring to see our PRS members 

doing such a great job.  They kept up their explaining 

and mentoring as the car gradually got hotter and 

managed to collect over $900 in donations in the 

cookie jar.  We also distributed information about the 

upcoming “Trackless RDC” trip and signed up some 

members. Thanks to each of you who worked so hard 

to teach people about our National Forum and the 

history of passenger rail travel! 
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Wearing a hat which her father wore while working as 

a train porter in the chair cars of the Southern Pacific, 

Pam Licavoli teaches visitors to the National Forum 

about the history of the Porters. -Russell Homan Photo 

Russell Homan takes a 

momentary break beside 

the National Forum.  

-Kevin R. Cartwright 

Photo 
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The Utah, as it was in January 

1985 as Casablanca Fans City 

of Industry. In this photo you 

can see the emergency exit 

door on the car.                        

–Albert Novak Photo 

American Railway Explorer lounge Utah by Andrew Novak 
 

The American Railway Explorer lounge Utah, was built in 1948 by Budd for the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad 

(M&StL). The car was part of a six car order of 56-seat chair cars numbered 50-55 and the cars were built to operate as 

trailers behind the railroad’s motor cars. The cars had a self contained heating system, and because of this heating sys-

tem, the cars were built with emergency exits, a small door at the non-vestibule end of the car. In 1957, the cars were 

acquired by the Rock Island and became cars 362-367. The Utah, began life as M&StL 53 and then became Rock Is-

land 364. On the Rock Island, the car was also named Duncan and was used by the railroad until the end of passenger 

service. Rock Island increased the capacity of the 364 from 56 to 64 seats. After the Rock Island, the car was acquired 

by the Casablanca Fan Company, who rebuilt the car into its current configuration as a lounge car. While operating for 

Casablanca Fans, the car was named City of Industry. After Casablanca Fans, the car was sold to D&RGW and was 

named Iowa before being renamed Utah.  

Interior of Casablanca Fans 

car City of Industry on January 

21, 1985. The car is seen here 

at Casablanca’s storage facili-

ty in the City of Industry.          

–Albert Novak Photo 
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News Briefs 
 

Coaster approves new locomotive purchase: On 

July 9, 2018, the North County Transit District 

(NCTD), announced that the Board of Directors has 

approved the purchase of five Siemens SC-44 

“Charger” locomotives for service on the Coaster 

commuter trains that operate between Oceanside, 

California and San Diego, California. The new loco-

motives are expected to arrive in 2021. Once in ser-

vice, the new Chargers will replace the current fleet 

of Morrison-Knudsen built F40PH-2Cs, built in 1994. 

Below is a conceptual drawing of what the new loco-

motives could look like at Coaster. -Information and 

photo below from NCTD press release.  

 

Metro 144 retires to life at OERM: On July 25, 

2018, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority (Metro) Nippon Sharyo-built P865 

light rail vehicle (LRV) 144, will be officially retired 

from active service. The car was one of 54 cars built 

for the Los Angeles-to-Long Beach Blue Line in 

1989. After retirement, the car will be donated to the 

Orange Empire Railway Museum in Perris. The 

P865s have been replaced by brand-new Kinkisharyo-

built LRVs, and the last P865s will be retired by Au-

gust. Kinkisharyo has volunteered to donate the cost 

of transporting 144 to the museum. -Information from  

The Source, Metro’s online news source.  

Car 144 at the Blue Line yard in Long Beach on    

September 19, 1990. –William D. Volkmer Photo 

 

Railroad Slide Exchangers 

Save the dates, and join the Railroad Slide Exchang-

ers for an interesting look into American railroad his-

tory from the 1940s to present. We meet from 10:00 

am to 3:00 pm at the La Pintoresca Branch Library at 

1355 North Raymond Ave. in Pasadena, California.  
 

Meeting dates are:  

September 22, 2018 

November 3, 2018 

January 5, 2019 

March 30, 2019 

May 4, 2019 
 

https://www.facebook.com/RailroadSlideExchangers/ 
 

Sneak Peak!  

The volunteers at the Monticello Railway Museum in 

Monticello, Illinois, have been hard at work restoring 

former Pacific Railroad Society and Illinois Central 

diner 4110. The work includes a new paint job and 

new custom carpet. The photo below was provided by 

Kent McClure of the museum. We look forward to 

seeing more photos of the work done on this car.  

 

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks: 

We are working on stories on the following. Please 

contact the editor, see page 2, if you have photos or 

information to contribute.  
 

-Black Hills Central Railroad 

-Texas Transportation Company 

-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs 

-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway 

-Amtrak P30CHs 

-Iowa Traction 

-SP/Amtrak FP7s 
 

Thank you!  

https://www.facebook.com/RailroadSlideExchangers/
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Above: Two Amtrak SDP40Fs lead PRS Excursion 284, “Oregon Caper,” at Pioneer on the Southern Pacific. The train 

is crossing Old Stage Road, just before going under Interstate 5 on the south side of Mt. Shasta in October 1976 .         

–Roy Gabriel Photo 
 

Below: Fresno Traction Company Birney 88, is at the south end of the Fulton Line at Fulton and Los Angeles Streets in 

Fresno on September 26, 1937. –D.W. Thickens Photo/Andrew Novak Collection 


