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Metro light-rail vehicle 1013 inside the Division 24 shops in Monrovia on August 4, 2018. This is one of the new cars
built by Kinkisharyo and was seen here during the PRS “Trackless RDC” trip. –Andrew Novak Photo
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Upcoming PRS Events:

Wheel Clicks is the official publication of Pacific Railroad
Society Inc. and is published monthly.

Sep 21: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street).

Opinions expressed in unsigned articles are those of the
editorial board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Society, its officers or directors. Opinions in signed
articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN:
0043-4744.

Oct 3: October Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San
Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue).

Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.

Dec 1: Tree Lighting ceremony at the Museum in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue).

As of April 1, 2018, PRS members have a choice of paper or
pdf (electronic version) of Wheel Clicks. Please note the paper
version is $5 more to cover the cost of mailing First Class.
Participating Member (PDF) ..........................$45.00 per year
Participating Member (Paper) ........................ $50.00 per year
Sustaining Member (PDF) ..............................$60.00 per year
Sustaining Member (Paper) ............................$65.00 per year
Corporate Member (PDF) ............................. $110.00 per year
Corporate Member (Paper) ........................... $110.00 per year
Life Member .............................................................. $500.00
Pacific Railroad Society Museum
210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.
Telephone: (909) 394-0616.
Museum Operating Hours are:
Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org

Sep 17: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the
October Issue (See contact information below).

Oct 4: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616.
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!).

Dec 8: Christmas Banquet & Fundraiser in Downey at the
Los Amigos Country Club.
September Meeting Program by Russ Davies
Join us tonight as Wheel Clicks editor Andrew Novak,
presents “Railroads around Mt. Shasta 1996 to 2016.” This
photo presentation will highlight mainline operations on the
Union Pacific, former Southern Pacific, in and around
Dunsmuir, California. Amtrak, BNSF trains and short line
railroads from the area is included. Be there and bring digital
briefs!
Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks
Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the
editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic
format may not be included since it would have to be re-typed.
Thank You!
Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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The Museum Report

Return of the “Trackless RDC” Trip

By David Housh, Curator

By Andrew Novak

These first weeks of summer have brought some interesting groups to our museum. Recently I gave my
deluxe tour to members of the Monrovia Historic
Preservation Group. It is always a joy to talk with
those bent on the same goal that we have. . . protecting and preserving our heritage. A major goal for
this group is the preservation of historic buildings
within its city, and it seems to be succeeding in its
mission.

On Saturday August 4, 2018, a group of Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) members and supporters, gathered in Fullerton for the return of our “Trackless
RDC” trips. Our former excursion director, the late
Barbara Sibert, coined the term “Trackless RDC” for
a motor coach, and she used to organize a “Trackless
RDC” trip to Tehachapi every year.

Another fascinating group taking my tour was from a
local Edsel Car Owners Club. For you younger folks,
the Edsel was an automobile produced by the Ford
Motor Company, but poor marketing and an economic downturn doomed this car from the start. It was
produced for less than three years--1958 to 1960.
Thus, few cars were produced, and few remain.
However, I got to see 1958 and 1959 models up close
on this occasion and can remember visiting the local
Edsel dealer as a teenager in 1958 to see this
"revolutionary car" with its "horse collar" grill and
steering wheel mounted push button Transmission
pad.
And last, but certainly not least, members of our very
own Pacific Railroad Society and guests recently participated in a "trackless excursion" which included
our museum on its itinerary. Some on the tour had
been to the museum before but could now view recent additions and improvements. Others were seeing
our facility for the first time and seemed impressed.
Many found train related items to purchase in our gift
shop. It would seem that a good time was had by all!
Have you been to our museum recently? If not, we
are waiting to show you or your group a fine time.
Finally, I wish to thank the San Dimas Senior Citizens Bingo Fund for a very generous donation. It had
been slipped through our mail slot and was just waiting to be found. Well I found it. . . a very pleasant
surprise indeed!

We gathered at the historic Santa Fe station in Fullerton at 9:00 AM and at 9:30 AM, walked over to the
Fullerton Train Museum, which is operated by the
Southern California Railway Plaza Association
(SCRPA). Volunteers of the museum gave our group
tours of several pieces of railroad equipment parked
at the east end of the station. At the end of this article
is a list of the equipment stored in Fullerton.
With our tour of the museum complete, we boarded
our “Trackless RDC”: a 2017 Van Hool TX40 #4848
owned and operated by Pacific Coachways in Garden
Grove, California. Our next stop was Brea Mall for
our designated lunch break.
After lunch, we continued north along California
State Route 57 to San Dimas to visit our own museum which is located in the former Santa Fe station in
San Dimas. While at the museum, trip participants
had time to view the numerous exhibits, make purchases from our company store, and a couple folks
even visited local businesses in the area. If you have
not been to our museum, I highly recommend a visit.
The operating hours can be found on page two of this
publication.
At 2:15 PM, we departed San Dimas and headed for
our last stop of the day, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), Division
24 in Monrovia. Division 24 is the main yard and
maintenance shop for the Metro Gold Line, a light
rail line that operates between Azusa and East Los
Angeles through downtown Los Angeles over a portion of the former Santa Fe Second District. We had
originally scheduled 1 hour for this tour, but since we
were running ahead of schedule, we were able to take
advantage of the extra time and spent two hours here.
(Continued on Page 4)
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Trackless Trip continued
This was the most comprehensive shop tour I have
ever been on. Highlights included visiting the paint
booth, body shop, parts department, and yard tower.
While on our tour we posed for a group photo in front
of a Breda-built light-rail vehicle.
Once the tour ended, we boarded our “Trackless
RDC” and returned to Fullerton, ending a fun filled
day! We are currently considering more of these type
of trips in the future and are considering another one
in early 2019 to visit the Orange Empire Railway
Museum. As always, watch for the announcements in
Wheel Clicks!
Special thanks to go to Tommy Riminesky and David
Norris of SCRPA for giving great tours at the Fullerton Train Museum. Thanks also go to David Housh
and Robert Gordon for their time at the PRS Museum. We also want to thank our profession bus driver,
Christian Kovacs of Pacific Coachways for an excellent ride and all of those who came on the trip with
us! Finally, a great big thank you to PRS member
Russell Homan, Director of Maintenance at Metro
Division 24, for the once in a life time shop tour!

Fullerton Train Museum Roster
999110 - A 1929 built, American Car & Foundry
(ACF) class 1750 cupola caboose, built for the Santa
Fe. The caboose was originally numbered 1789 and
was renumbered 999110 in 1967 when it was rebuilt
into a Ce-1 Class caboose. The car was retired by the
Santa Fe in 1989.
4049 - A 1961 built, Pacific Car & Foundry (PCF) C40-4 bay window caboose, built for the Southern Pacific. The caboose was originally numbered 1403. It
was rebuilt and renumbered 4049 in the 1970s. The
car was retired by the Southern Pacific in 1989.
From 1989 to 2006, both the 999110 and the 4049
were at Travel Town in Griffith Park and were used
on excursion trains there. In 2006, both moved to
Fullerton. Both cars are beautifully maintained by the
museum.
25052 - A 1942 built, Mt Vernon Car Manufacturing
Company class CA-3 cupola caboose, built for the
Union Pacific (UP). The caboose was originally numbered 3752 and renumbered 25052 in 1959.
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The caboose was retired in 1973 and sold into private
ownership. In the early 1990s, the caboose was acquired by the late Barbara Sibert, who stored the car
in Commerce with the PRS collection. The car was
donated to PRS when Barbara passed away. In 2015,
PRS donated the caboose to SCRPA for the museum
in Fullerton.
Also in Fullerton, but not open to us was Coast Rail
Services caboose 1002. This wide-vision caboose was
built in 1980 by PCF for the Burlington Northern.
Finally, on display at Fullerton are two cars that belong to PRS. These cars are former UP café-lounge
5001 and former UP dormitory-lounge 6101. These
cars are currently on long term loan to SCRPA. The
5001 was built by ACF in 1949 as a diner. In 19581959, UP rebuilt the car into a café-lounge. It was
acquired by PRS in 1970 and operated on several
PRS trips including one to Mexico. It last ran on the
PRS Mojave Circle trip in 1988. While at PRS the car
was named Starlight Café during a PRS car naming
contest.
The 6101, was also built by ACF in 1949 and was
never rebuilt by the railroad. The UP retired the 6101
in 1971 and PRS acquired it in 1972. It’s last PRS
Excursion was to Indio in 1987. During another PRS
renaming contest, the 6101 was given the name Cajon Pass.
In 2015, the 5001 and 6101, were moved from the
PRS storage yard in Commerce to Fullerton for display at the museum. The volunteers at SCRPA have
done a nice job maintaining the cars and have also
been able to complete some much needed repairs to
the cars that were long overdue.
The Fullerton Train Museum is open on the 1st and
3rd Saturdays of each month from 9:00 AM to 12:00
PM. Donations are welcome, as are volunteers.
Additional

information

espee.railfan.net
atsf.railfan.net
Utahrails.net
Pacificrailroadsociety.org
Fullertontrainmuseum.org

for

this

article

from:
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Trackless RDC Trip Photos!

David Housh greets trip participants at the PRS Museum
in San Dimas.
-Marti Ann Draper Photo

Pacific Coachways Van Hool 4848 parked in
front of the PRS Museum with the museum
sign in the foreground.

-Christian Kovacs Photo

Russell Homan explains the
yard diagram to visitors at
Division 24.
–Marti Ann Draper Photo
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Trackless RDC Trip
Photos!

Inside the paint booth
at Metro Division 24.
–David Coscia Photo

A view of the yard from the control
tower at Metro Division 24.
–David Coscia Photo

Participants pose for a group photo at
Division 24 in front of a Breda LRV.
-Christian Kovacs Photo
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News Briefs
California Zephyr in Ohio: The Cuyahoga Valley
Scenic Railroad (CVSR) in Ohio, recently purchased
four former California Zephyr cars from a private
owner in California. The four cars are: baggage car
Silver Peak; 10-6 sleeper Silver Rapids; dome-coach
Silver Lariat; and dome-sleeper-observation Silver
Solarium. All four cars were built by Budd in 1948,
except the baggage car which was built in 1940. The
cars will arrive in Ohio in late September and will be
joining former Zephyr dome-coach Silver Bronco
which is already on the CVSR. The CVSR operates
excursion trains through the Cuyahoga Valley National Park between Independence, Ohio and Akron,
Ohio. -Information from Crain’s Cleveland Business
site and Ozark Mountain Railcar.
Durango & Silverton looks at diesels: On July 13,
2018, the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad announced that hey have reached an agreement
with Motive Power & Equipment Solutions Inc. of
Greenville, South Carolina, to purchase two
MP2000NG, repowered diesel locomotives for the
historic Colorado narrow gauge railroad. The railroad
is looking to purchase diesels to be able to operate
trains year round. With dry conditions in the region,
operating steam locomotives at certain times of the
year present increased fire danger. The new diesels
will reduce the fire risk allow trains to operate during
high fire danger times. The railroad anticipates taking
delivery of the new locomotives in spring 2019.
-Information from the Pagosa Springs Journal
Santa Fe SD40 preserved: In late 2017, former Santa Fe EMD SD40u 5008 arrived at the Walt Disney
hometown museum located in the former Marceline,
Missouri train station. Volunteers at the museum have
recently restored the Santa Fe number 5008 to the cab
of the locomotive, removing all the BNSF reporting
marks. The locomotive was built in April 1966 as
SD40 1708 and in the early 1980s it was rebuilt into
an SD40u and renumbered 5008. -Information and
photo from Sam Bailey via Facebook

Save the date!
Join your fellow PRS members on December 8, 2018,
for our annual Holiday Party. We will be returning to
the Los Amigos Country Club in Downey. We are
still finalizing a presentation and guest speaker, so
stay tuned for more details in coming issues of Wheel
Clicks.
Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks:
We are working on stories on the following. Please
contact the editor, see page 2, if you have photos or
information to contribute.
-Black Hills Central Railroad
-Texas Transportation Company
-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs
-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway
-Amtrak P30CHs
-Iowa Traction
-SP/Amtrak FP7s
-Amtrak’s Spirit of California
Thank you!
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Above: Los Angeles Junction Railway Alco S-2 #3 switches cars at Junction Transfer in Maywood, California in 1973.
Junction Transfer was the connection between the LAJ and the Pacific Electric, later Southern Pacific (SP). Junction
Transfer is on SP’s La Habra Branch. –Albert Novak Photo
Below: Former LA Metro LRV 144 at Orange Empire Railway Museum on July 28, 2018 shorty after its arrival at the
museum.—Gary Starre Photo

