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Missouri Pacific 32 (EMD E8A), is at the St. Louis Union Station in St. Louis, Missouri on April 1, 1967. This is either 

Train 2 the Texas Eagle shortly after arrival, or Train 17 to Kansas City prior to departure.                                            

ïLloyd D. Lewis Photo/Andrew Novak Collection 

Pacific Railroad Society Inc. 

210 West Bonita Avenue 

San Dimas, CA 91773 



 

WHEEL CLICKS 
OCTOBER 2018 VOLUME 82, NO. 10 

 
Editor Emeritus ............................................... Charles Varnes 
Editor .............................................................. Andrew Novak 
Assistant Editor ................................................. Albert Novak 
Mailing Coordinator ....................................... Virginia Grupp 
Mailer ............................................................. Virginia Grupp 
Webmaster ...................................................... Russell Homan 
 
Wheel Clicks is the official publication of Pacific Railroad 

Society Inc. and is published monthly.  

Opinions expressed in unsigned articles are those of the 
editorial board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Society, its officers or directors. Opinions in signed 
articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN: 
0043-4744. 
 
Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) 
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society 
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad 
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad 
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad 
related education; social events; and publications. The public 
is welcome to participate in the Societyôs events, operations, 
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships, 
donations, grants, and fundraising activities. 
 

As of April 1, 2018, PRS members have a choice of paper or 
pdf (electronic version) of Wheel Clicks. Please note the paper 
version is $5 more to cover the cost of mailing First Class.  
 

Participating Member (PDF) .......................... $45.00 per year 
Participating Member (Paper) ........................ $50.00 per year      
Sustaining Member (PDF) .............................. $60.00 per year 
Sustaining Member (Paper) ............................ $65.00 per year 
Corporate Member (PDF) ............................. $110.00 per year 
Corporate Member (Paper) ........................... $110.00 per year 
Life Member .............................................................. $500.00 
 
Pacific Railroad Society Museum 

210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.  

Telephone: (909) 394-0616.  

 

Museum Operating Hours are: 

Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM  

Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!  
 

 

 

 

Board of Directors of Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. 
 

President ......................................................... Virginia Grupp 
Vice President ................................................ Andrew Novak 
Secretary............................................................... Rick Reyes 
Treasurer .................................................... Marti Ann Draper 
Director (2016-2019) .................................. Stephanie Novak 
Director (2017-2020) ......................................... Barry Draper 
Director (2017-2020) ............................................. VACANT 
Director (2018-2021) ........................................... John Tellez 
Director (2018-2021) ......................................... Mark Abbott 
 

www.pacificrailroadsociety.org 

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org  
 

Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

Oct 15: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the 
October Issue (See contact information below). 
 

Oct 19: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena 
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street). 
 

Nov 1: Wheel Clicks Mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616. 
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)  
 

Nov 7: November Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in 
San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). 
 

Dec 1: Tree Lighting ceremony at the Museum in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue). 
 

Dec 8: Christmas Banquet & Fundraiser in Downey 
Los Amigos Country Club. 
 

Jan 19: Trackless RDC Trip to Orange Empire Railway 
Museum. 
 
 

October Meeting Program by Russ Davies  

At press time, a show had yet to be firmed up for the October 
Meeting, however it will be a railroad themed production!  Be 
there and bring digital briefs!  
 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 
editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 
format may not be included since it would have to be re-typed. 
Thank You!  

 

Andrew Novak - Editor  

P.O. Box 2383 

Downey, CA 90242 
 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 



 WHEEL CLICKS October 2018 3 

Dave Abbott  

By David Housh, Curator  
 

I am using my space this month to remember my 

friend Dave Abbott who passed away in August at 

age 93.  I first came to know Dave when I became 

active in the museum and other PRS activities.  His 

involvement in the PRS predated mine by many 

years, yet he hadn't slowed down a bit and, even into 

his tenth decade, he was always a willing volunteer. 

 

It was thanks to Dave's recommendation that I took 

my first train trip across country as a fellow passen-

ger on the Silver Splendor and Salisbury Beach.  I 

still consider this my favorite trip on the rails.  We 

would do it twice.  We would meet monthly for din-

ner at San Gabriel's Stuffed Sandwich before the 

monthly PRS meeting in Alhambra. 
 

I well remember a spry Dave Abbott at his 

90th birthday party surrounded by his many friends 

and relatives.  It was obvious having talked with 

Dave over the years that he had a rewarding and en-

joyable life.  He will be missed. 

Dave Abbott  

Celebration of Life 
 

I wanted To let everyone know that David Abbott 

passed away peacefully on August 21st. He had such 

a fantastic retirement for 33 years and Pacific Rail-

road Society was a big part of that. He got to travel 

all over the world in that time and had a long list of 

train trips. 
 

We will be having a celebration of life at my house 

on October 20th at 2:00 PM. Please bring pictures 

and your best stories to share. There will be a taco 

cart. Please bring a desert.  
 

The address is: 

11394 Pena Way Mira Loma, CA 91752 
  
Please RSVP to (951) 833-1236. 
 

Thanks, Mark Abbott 

Dave Housh (left) and Dave Abbott, are ready to board the Silver Splendor enroute to Chicago by way of Oakland. The 

date was July 4, 2010. Many fireworks would be seen through the Splendorôs dome as we approached Oakland in the 

evening. ïPhoto and caption courtesy of Dave Housh.  



4 October 2018 WHEEL CLICKS  

PRS Museum Activities 
 

We have several events coming up at the museum 

which will require extra help from our ranks.  If the 

museum is to be a vibrant part of San Dimas, we must 

be part of these activities.  But we can only do it with  

your help.  Here's what is coming up. 
 

Halloween, Wednesday, October 31, 3:30-5:30 pm. 

Tree Lighting, Saturday, December 1, 12:00-6:00 pm. 

 

Please contact Dave Housh via email at: 

busteach24@hotmail.com or via the museum phone 

(909) 394-0616, if you are able to help either of these 

days! Thank You!  

Santa Fe Caboose in Fallbrook 

 

Member Dennis Gilkey took this 

photo of former Santa Fe Ce-1 ca-

boose 999286 in Fallbrook, Califor-

nia on July 3, 2018. The caboose 

arrived in Fallbrook in June and is 

part of a new  Railroad Heritage 

Park in downtown Fallbrook  

                  Christian Kovacs Photo 

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks: 

We are working on stories on the following. Please 

contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos or 

information to contribute.  
 

-Black Hills Central Railroad 

-Texas Transportation Company 

-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs 

-Leonardôs M&O/Tandy Center Subway 

-Amtrak P30CHs 

-Iowa Traction 

-SP/Amtrak FP7s 

-Amtrakôs Spirit of California 
 

Thank you!  

 

Save the dates!  

Join your fellow PRS members on December 8, 2018, 

for our annual Holiday Party. We will be returning to 

the Los Amigos Country Club in Downey. See flyer in 

this issue to reserve seats!  

 

Also join PRS on our next ñTrackless RDCò trip on 

January 19, 2019. We will be traveling by bus to the 

Orange Empire Railway Museum for their annual 

ñBehind the Scenes Day.ò Details coming soon in 

Wheel Clicks!  

mailto:busteach24@hotmail.com
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News Briefs 
 

OERM gets second LRV: The Orange Empire Rail-

way Museum has acquired former Los Angeles Metro 

LRV 141. This car has been dismantled for parts to 

keep Metro LRV 144 operational.  

-Information from Facebook, photo below taken on 

September 8, 2018 by Jonathan Camacho 

 

Extra 3639 North: The Youngstown Steel Heritage 

(YSH) Museum in Youngstown, Ohio, has recently 

made an agreement with the Virginia Museum of 

Transportation (VMT) in Roanoke, Virginia, to pur-

chase former Conrail SDP45 6670. The locomotive 

was built in 1969, for the Erie Lackawanna as their 

3639. The locomotive was retired by Conrail in 1984 

and donated to VMT. Currently the YSH is raising 

the funds needed to move the locomotive from Roa-

noke to Youngstown. More information about the 

project and to donate, visit: www.extra3639north.org 

-Information and photo below from YSH Facebook 

page and YouTube Channel.  

Tunnel Motor moves in: On August 22nd, former 

Denver & Rio Grande Western SD40T-2 ñTunnel 

Motorò 5401, arrived at the Colorado Railroad Muse-

um (CRM) in Golden, Colorado. The 1980-built 

EMD unit was retired by the Union Pacific on April 

12, 2010 and later that year donated to CRM. The 

locomotive was stored at Coors Brewing, also in 

Golden, from 2010 until 2018 when CRM was finally 

able to free up space for the locomotive.  During its 

time on the Union Pacific, the locomotive carried 

numbers 8594 and finally 9871. -Information and 

photo from Colorado Railroad Museum Facebook. 

Also information from Utahrails.net  

Brightline expands to West Coast: On September 

18th, Brightline of Florida announced it is acquiring 

XpressWest, which is a high-speed rail proposal 

planned to operate from Victorville, California to Las 

Vegas, Nevada. XpressWest began in 2005 as the 

DesertXpress and currently has a 185-mile federally 

approved rail corridor along Interstate 15 between 

Victorville and Las Vegas. Along with this corridor, 

Brightline is also acquiring 38 acres of land adjacent 

to the Las Vegas Strip which will be the site of an 

intermodal transportation station in Las Vegas for the 

new service. Brightline is anticipating construction to 

begin next year with service beginning in 2022. The 

company also is looking at extending the line from 

Victorville to Palmdale to connect with Metrolink 

Trains and the proposed California High Speed Rail.  
 

Brightline operates intercity passenger service in 

Florida, between Miami, Fort Lauderdale and West 

Palm Beach. The Florida service began in January 

2018, and was the first privately operated passenger 

train service in the United States since the Rio 

Grande Zephyr was discontinued in 1983.  
 

-Information from the Las Vegas Review-Journal and 

the Brightline website: https://gobrightline.com/ 

http://Www.extra3639north.org
Utahrails.net
https://gobrightline.com/
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News Briefs Continued 
 

Nickel Plate Express: On September 15, 2018, the 

Nickel Plate Express began operating as an excursion 

train from Atlanta, Indiana to Noblesville, Indiana, 

over 12 miles of former Nickel Plate railroad track-

age. The railroad is using five former Santa Fe El 

Capitan Hi-Level cars for the excursion trains. The 

railroad has two step down coaches, two regular 

coaches, and one diner and all operated for Amtrak 

before being retired and sold to the Nickel Plate Ex-

press. On opening day, the excursion train was pulled 

with a 45-ton switcher and eventually a former Erie 

Mining Company F9 will be providing motive power 

for the excursion train. The trains will operate year 

round on weekends and there will also be seasonal 

themed trains. -Information and photo below from 

Facebook and the Nickel Plate Express website:  

https://nickelplateexpress.com  

SMART continues North: The Sonoma-Marin Area 

Rail Transit (SMART) board of directors approved a 

contract with Modern Railway Systems to design and 

build a northern extension of their line from Sonoma 

County Airport to Windsor, California. This would 

include rebuilding the former Northwestern Pacific 

tracks, rebuilding of bridges and grade crossings, a 

station platform in Windsor and a park-and-ride lot.  

Eventually SMART plans to operate trains past 

Windsor to Healdsburg and Cloverdale. Work is also 

progressing on extending the southern end of the line 

from San Rafael to the Larkspur Ferry Terminal.  

-Information and photo below from the SMART Web-

site: https://sonomamarintrain.org/ 

New Book 
 

PRS member and Orange Empire Railway Museum 

(OERM) founding member, Harvey Laner, has written 

a new book entitled Remembrances of The Pacific 

Electric. In the book, Harvey discusses growing up in 

the Railroad Capital of the United States, Chicago, his 

move to Los Angeles, his cross-county rail travels of 

the 1950s, and the founding of OERM in Perris. This 

book is available from Amazon, Barnes and Noble 

online, or at the OERM Store.  
 

 

New Book 
 

PRS member David Coscia has written a new book 

entitled Southern Pacific in the San Fernando Valley 

1876-1996. The author writes about the planning, con-

struction, and operation of the Southern Pacific in the 

San Fernando Valley. Other railroads in the region are 

included. This book is available from Southern Pacific 

Historical and Technical Society at thier website 

www.sphts.org or from select hobby stores.  

 

 

https://nickelplateexpress.com
https://sonomamarintrain.org/
http://www.sphts.org
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Above: Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority (LAMTA) PCC 3107 is on Vernon Avenue just after crossing the 

Santa Fe Harbor Branch, in Vernon California. The car is en route to the J Line terminus in South Gate in this photo 

taken on February 23, 1963. -Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection 
 

Below: Sacramento Regional Transit (RT) LRV 116, lays over at the 13th Street Station in Sacramento on June 23, 

2017. The car is operating on the Green Line and will soon be making the return trip to Richards and  Township.  

-Andrew Novak Photo 
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Above: Manitou and Pikes Peak Cog Railway car 12 is seen here boarding passengers in June 1961. The car was built 

by the company shops in 1955 and rebuilt into car 23 in 1982. The Colorado railroad ceased operation in 2018 and it 

is unknow at this time if and when it will reopen. -F. R. Burke Photo/Andrew Novak Collection 
 

Below: Portland and Western (P&W) GP38-3 2005 with train is seen here operating in Corvallis, Oregon on August 

22, 2018. The 2005 was built new for the Southern Pacific (SP) as a GP35 in 1963 and carried road number 7415. Lat-

er it would become SP 6322 and finally Utah Railway 2005 before coming to P&W. ïWayne L. Doran Photo   


