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Brand new Siemens Charger 2111 is on display at Los Angeles Union Station on October 1, 2018. The locomotive was

here for a joint press conference between Amtrak and LOSSAN to show the new locomotives. They will be replacing the
existing fleet of EMD F59PHlIs in service on the Pacific Surfliner. —Railway Gazette, David Lustig, photographer.
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articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN:
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Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.

As of April 1, 2018, PRS members have a choice of paper or
pdf (electronic version) of Wheel Clicks. Please note the paper
version is $5 more to cover the cost of mailing First Class.
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Pacific Railroad Society Museum
210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.
Telephone: (909) 394-0616.

Museum Operating Hours are:

Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!
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Upcoming PRS Events:

Nov 9: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street).

Nov 16: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the
December Issue (See contact information below).

Dec 1: Tree Lighting ceremony at the Museum in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue).

Dec 5: December Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in
San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue).

Dec 6: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616.
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)

Dec 8: Christmas Banquet & Fundraiser in Downey
Los Amigos Country Club.

Dec 21: ERHA Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena Library
(1055 El Centro Street).

Jan 19: Trackless RDC Trip to Orange Empire Railway
Museum.

November Meeting Program by Russ Davies

In July of 2018 Harvey Laner and his wife Shelly, cruised
Northern Europe. Harvey was able to video main line rail and
city tram action in Dublin and Cork Ireland, Brussels and
Antwerp Belgium, Amsterdam Holland, Stockholm Sweden,
Helsinki Finland, St Petersburg Russia, Tallinn Estonia and
Berlin Germany. Our program tonight will be a
comprehensive video program produced by Harvey, that
summarizes his experiences. Also included is a portion of the
ship’s travel through the Kiel Canal, connecting the North Sea
and the Baltic Sea. Be there and bring digital briefs!

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the
editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic
format may not be included since it would have to be re-typed.
Thank You!

Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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Museum Happenings
By David Housh, Curator and Steve Crise

On Saturday October 6, the Pacific Railroad Society Museum was host to The Old Stump Brewery Co. of Pomona for
the city of San Dimas Second Annual Wine and Beer Walk. Museum director Dave Housh was first in line to sample
one of the two beverages being offered by Matthew Keisada and Gustavo Gonzalez. Dave sampled a cup of the “Rusty
Gasket Red” and loved it! Merchants all along Bonita Avenue in downtown San Dimas were also open to host other
wineries and breweries in their stores. Apparently, many participants at the Wine and Beer Walk enjoyed the offerings
from The Old Stump Brewing Co. because the museum was packed with visitors from 5:00 PM until beyond closing of
the event at 8:00 PM! A number of visitors returned multiple times saying they liked us best. We didn't mind hearing
that at all! Please consider helping us out at the next two events at the museum, Halloween (Oct. 31) and the annual
lighting of the Christmas tree in front of the museum (Dec. 1). It’s really a great opportunity to meet our neighbors and
for them to meet us. Both photos below were taken on October 6, 2018, by Steve Crise.
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In Memory - Jim Walker

On September 24, 2018, long time Pacific Railroad
Society (PRS) member and transit historian, Jim
Walker passed away. Jim was born in 1935, and
grew up in Lynwood, California. Along with his
membership in PRS, Jim was a member of the Elec-
tric Railway Historical Association of Southern Cali-
fornia (ERHA), and was a founding member of the
Orange Empire Railway Museum (OERM) in Perris.

He was past editor of the OERM publication the
Traction Gazette, later shortened to Gazette, and was
also a past editor of the ERHA publication
TIMEPOINTS. Jim was also Vice President of Inter-
urban Press and authored several books on Los An-
geles Railway and Pacific Electric.

Aside from his time in publishing, Jim was also a
start-up manager for American Pacific Stages in
1972 and was an archivist at the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) li-
brary. He was also an avid photographer of all things
transportation-related.

On October 3, 2018, the PRS Board of Directors ad-
journed their meeting in memory of Jim. The photo
below is courtesy Bill Bradley via Facebook.
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“Time For Trains”
Saturday, December 8, 2018

Join us for our annual Christmas Banquet
and Fundraiser. Once again we will be back
at the Los Amigos Country Club in Downey.

| We will have food, fun, raffle prizes and door |

prizes. There will also be entertainment and |

I special recognition for one of our volunteers. |

We will be having a lunch, similar to last |
year.

This year’s guest speaker is noted railroad
historian Joe Strapac!

The event runs from:
10:00 AM to 2:30 PM
Cost is $40 per person.

The Los Amigos Country Club is located at:

7295 Quill Drive
Downey, CA 90242

Contact Stephanie Novak at 562-862-3214
to reserve your seats today!

We hope to see you there!

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks:
We are working on stories on the following. Please
contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos or
information to contribute.

-Black Hills Central Railroad
-Texas Transportation Company
-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs
-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway
-Amtrak P30CHs
-lowa Traction
-SP/Amtrak FP7s
-Amtrak’s Spirit of California

Thank you!
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News Briefs

60-Tonner for tourist line: The Placerville & Sacra-
mento Valley Railroad (PSVRR) in California is
looking to purchase a former U.S. Army RS4TC from
the Heber Valley Railroad in Heber, Utah. The 60-
tonner was built in 1954 by Baldwin-Lima Hamilton
as U.S. Army Transportation Corps 4028. The loco-
motive was retired by the U.S. Army in 2003, and
went to Heber Valley in 2008. The Heber Valley has
recently acquired three former Boston & Maine GP-
9s from Pan Am Railways. The PSVRR is currently
raising funds to move the locomotive from Utah to
northern California. The PSVRR operates tourist
trains over 25 miles of the former Southern Pacific
Placerville Branch between Folsom and Latrobe. A
photo of sister locomotive 4024 can be seen on page
8. To donate, visit the railroad on-line at:
https://www.psvrr.org/donate/

-Information from PSVRR Facebook page, Trains
Magazine on-line, and utahrails.net

El Paso Street Car Fleet: El Paso Streetcar PCC
1515, recently arrived in Texas after an extensive re-
build by Brookville in Pennsylvania. This is the fifth
car to be rebuilt for the system, and joins sister cars
1504, 1506, 1512, and 1514. These cars were origi-
nally built in 1937 for San Diego and were sold to El
Paso in 1950. The cars have been stored since the
original El Paso line shut down in 1974. Testing of
the cars is currently underway in El Paso, although a
date has not been set for service to begin.

-Information from Facebook and photo of car 1054
below from Michael Glikin

November 2018 5

Great Northern Ranch Car: The Minnesota Trans-
portation Museum (MTM), is currently raising funds
to move former Great Northern (GN) Ranch Car
1244, White Pines Lake, from Columbus, Ohio to
Minnesota. Since 2006, the car has been part of The
Depot Events Center, which is a development in Co-
lumbus centered around the former Brice, Ohio Depot
built in 1880, which arrived in Columbus in 2003.
The current owners of the event center are planning
to donate the car to MTM and the museum needs to
raise the money to move the car. The GN Ranch cars
were built by American Car & Foundry in 1951 spe-
cifically for GN’s famous train the Empire Builder.
These unique lounge cars had distinctive western mo-
tif and the 1244 is in excellent condition inside. The
1244 was one of six Ranch Cars built, and of those
six, five are still in existence. For more information
or to donate visit:

www.gofundme.com/GN1244
www.facebook.com/GN1244/

-Information and photo below from GN 1244 Face-
book page.

AEM7 at IRM: In April 2018, the Illinois Railway
Museum (IRM) received former Amtrak AEM7 945.
This electric locomotive was built in April 1982 and
was used on the Northeast Corridor. The last of the
Amtrak AEM7s were retired in June of 2016. Be-
cause the 945 is electrically incompatible with the
overhead at IRM, it will be a static display only.

In related news, two former Amtrak AEM7s could be
coming to CalTrain in the San Francisco bay area to
be used for testing on their new electrification pro-
ject.

-Information from the IRM Facebook page and other
online sources.


https://www.psvrr.org/donate/
utahrails.net
http://Www.gofundme.com/GN1244
http://Www.facebook.com/GN1244/
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News Briefs Continued

SLORRM gets a Plymouth: The San Luis Obispo
Railroad Museum (SLORRM) received a 20-ton
Plymouth switcher on September 21, 2018. The
switcher was built in 1941 for the Army Corps of En-
gineers as their 2038, and was assigned to Camp Rob-
erts, north of San Luis Obispo. After retiring from
military service, the 2038 was used by a construction
company, in a quarry, and finally ended up at a rail-
road-themed hotel in northern California. The switch-
er was trucked to San Luis Obispo and joins several
other pieces of equipment on display at the museum.
SLORRM occupies the former freight house in San
Luis Obispo that was shared between the Southern
Pacific and the narrow gauge Pacific Coast Railway.

-Information and photo at right from the SLORRM
website and Facebook page.

Former Illinois Central diner 4110, Shadrach Bond, is seen here at the Monticello Railway Museum in Monticello, Illinois after
recently being repainted. This was one of three cars donated to the museum by Pacific Railroad Society and it looks sharp!
-Kent McClure Photo
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Above: Metropolitan Coach Lines 5111 at the Watts station on the former Pacific Electric four track mainline in April
1957. This car is operating on the Watts Local. —Homer G. Benton Photo/Andrew Novak Collection

Below: Saint Louis Public Service PCC 1535 is seen here at the South Broadway Division on March 1, 1955.
-Jim Ozment Photo - Western Rail Images
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Above: Amtrak SDP40F 636 is seen here at the Miami, Florida on January 10, 1979. Amtrak 636 was one of the last
SDPA40Fs to be traded in to EMD to become an F40PHR. -William D. Volkmer Photo

Below: Snoqualmie Valley Railroad RS-4TC 4024 is on an excursion train in front of the former Northern Pacific depot
in Snoqualmie, Washington on October 20, 2018. The 4024, now owned by the Northwest Railway Museum, was built
in 1954 by Baldwin-Lima Hamilton for the U.S. Army. —Joshua Thurman Photo
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