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Union Pacific (UP) 548 (GP38-2) and 1202 (GP39-2) are seen parked in Springfield, Oregon on October 16, 2018.
The 548 began life as UP 2048 and 1202 began life as Kennecott Copper 781. The 781 was sold to Missouri-KansasTexas (MKT) and became their 382. After the MKT was merged into the UP, 382 became UP 2352 and finally 1202.
–Joshua Thurman Photo
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Upcoming PRS Events:

Wheel Clicks is the official publication of Pacific Railroad
Society Inc. and is published monthly.

Dec 14: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the
December Issue (See contact information below).

Opinions expressed in unsigned articles are those of the
editorial board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Society, its officers or directors. Opinions in signed
articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN:
0043-4744.

Dec 21: ERHA Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena Library
(1055 El Centro Street).

Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.
As of April 1, 2018, PRS members have a choice of paper or
pdf (electronic version) of Wheel Clicks. Please note the paper
version is $5 more to cover the cost of mailing First Class.
Participating Member (PDF) ..........................$45.00 per year
Participating Member (Paper) ........................ $50.00 per year
Sustaining Member (PDF) ..............................$60.00 per year
Sustaining Member (Paper) ............................$65.00 per year
Corporate Member (PDF) ............................. $110.00 per year
Corporate Member (Paper) ........................... $110.00 per year
Life Member .............................................................. $500.00
Pacific Railroad Society Museum
210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.
Telephone: (909) 394-0616.
Museum Operating Hours are:
Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org

Dec 8: Christmas Banquet & Fundraiser in Downey
Los Amigos Country Club.

Jan 2: December Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in
San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue).
Jan 3: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616.
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)
Jan 19: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street).
December Meeting Program by Russ Davies
There will be no PRS Meeting in December, however, the
ERHA will be meeting on December 21, in South Pasadena at
the library.
Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks
Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the
editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic
format may not be included since it would have to be re-typed.
Thank You!
Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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Museum Happenings

In Memory - Wayne Saunders

By David Housh, Curator

In early November, long time PRS member, and National Forum benefactor, Wayne Saunders passed away
at age 86. He was dedicated to the continued operation
of our private car National Forum, and for his contributions over the years we are eternally grateful. Below
is a portion of a biography of Wayne’s life prepared by
his family.

In an effort to make our museum better known to the
public at large, we are starting a campaign to entice
potential visitors to our facility with the slogan, "The
Best Kept Secret in San Dimas." We have established a
Facebook account to help implement our plan. Steve
Crise has put together an impressive site, and we are
already getting positive posts. Check us out! We also
have an advertisement on page 12 of the current issue
of the Glendoran, a high-quality magazine that covers
Glendora, San Dimas, La Verne, Covina, and Azusa.
A new Museum display features four Pacific Electric
and Santa Fe Bills of Lading for lemon shipments, all
originating in San Dimas and traveling to destinations
of New York, Cleveland, and Louisville. Although we
had Bills of Lading in our collection, none were for
shipments from San Dimas. I discovered three of these
at a local antique store and one on eBay.
We participated in the city sponsored downtown Halloween Trick or Treat event considering it to be our
civic duty. It's also another means of showing off our
museum to potential visitors. The activity can be
viewed on our Facebook page. You will see our wigwag in front of the museum beckoning trick or treaters.
Finally, after two years, the landscaping removed when
the parking lot was repaved has been replaced with the
addition of an automatic watering system. I guess it
was worth the wait.

“Wayne Alan Saunders was born October 9, 1932 in
East Moline Illinois. The family moved to the greater
Los Angeles area in 1942.

Wayne worked at UCLA Medical Center for the majority of his career. He started work in 1955 as an electronic technician in the Dept of Anesthesiology. He
worked there until his retirement in 1990.
Wayne was an active member of the Pacific Railroad
Society since 1965. Wayne helped work on over 15
railroad cars. He was particularly helpful with the National Forum. To keep the National Forum legal for
110 mph service on Amtrak trains, he helped with the
funding and hands-on work of modernizations and repairs. Wayne also donated a block of stock and established an endowment for the Forum. After modernizations, he was able to ride on the National Forum car on
various excursions. One of his evening and weekend
hobbies was model trains. Together, he and his father,
a carpenter, built and remodeled the basement to accommodate model trains. This was an extensive creation as the tracks were laid throughout multiple rooms
of the basement. His friends and family loved watching
the trains travel through the model mountains, model
city and switch tracks.
Wayne lived in the house owned originally by his parents. He has an enormous avocado tree in his back
yard. People would come by and ask if they could strip
the tree. He would always say yes, and he did not ask
for compensation. Wayne loved that house and insisted on staying there to live out his life. Thankfully with
the help of his dedicated caregivers, he was able to do
just that. We are encouraged and inspired to know
about the many things he contributed to and was involved in over the course of his life. Wayne followed
his own path, he was very intelligent, capable, resourceful, and generous. Most of all, he is Greatly
Missed.”
(Continued on Page 4)
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In Memory - Wayne Saunders Continued
Wayne was laid to rest at Inglewood Park Cemetery in
early November 2018. Below is a photo of Wayne
with National Forum in 2000. The photo was taken by
Marti Ann Draper.

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks:
We are working on stories on the following. Please
contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos or
information to contribute.
-Black Hills Central Railroad
-Texas Transportation Company
-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs
-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway
-Amtrak P30CHs
-Iowa Traction
-SP/Amtrak FP7s
-Amtrak’s Spirit of California
Thank you!

Cancelation!
We regret to inform you that our proposed “Trackless
RDC” trip on January 19, 2019 to the Orange Empire
Railway Museum has been canceled.
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We are still running our car
By Marti Ann Draper
This month, I attended memorials for two of the biggest supporters of our private car operations, Dave Abbott and Wayne Saunders. It’s impossible to work on
the National Forum and not be reminded of both of
them! Your fellow PRS members are still hard at work
on this vintage Pullman sleeping car. We hope to use
the car as much as possible during 2019. This last
weekend saw the completion of the re-painting of the
vestibule by Rolland Graham, aided by Russell Homan
and Paul Petersen.
We also installed a newlyrefurbished impeller motor on our air conditioner subcooler. Russell Homan, who is a certified air conditioning technician, is supervising the work on our admittedly ancient Frigidaire system!
This work is taking place at Amtrak’s Eighth Street
Yard.
Effective January 1, Amtrak is raising the
charges for parking at Amtrak to $1,800 per month.
Coupled with the high cost of special switch moves on
and off their property, the ownership and maintenance
of private cars has become more difficult than it has
ever been on Amtrak, except for a brief period in 1972
when Amtrak flatly banned the running of any private
cars on its trains. We are looking for an alternative
place to park the National Forum, but options are
scarce.
These fees, coupled with the increase in running tariffs
and the elimination of special trains and many favorite
destinations, has forced many private car owners off
Amtrak completely. Bill and Debbie Hattrick, John
and Heidi Caestecker, Bert Hermey and Al Bishop, and
many others whose cars we once chartered to supplement the Forum have been driven from intercity trains.
Our first outing for 2019 is scheduled for Thursday,
January 31, to San Diego and back. We are offering
the trip although we still have not gotten it confirmed.
If it does not run, you will be sent a full refund. If
there is enough interest in this short hop, we will continue with the scheduling of longer trips on a fairly frequent basis. The bottom line will be, is there interest
in experiencing the historic rail car experience on
Amtrak routes? If so, we will be running as long as
we can. I invite you to support as many of these trips as
you can. Each one very well may be your last opportunity to do so.
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News Briefs
Metra F59PHIs: Three former Amtrak California
F59PHIs have arrived in Chicago, Illinois and have
been re-branded for Metra. The Chicago based commuter agency has purchased 21 of the EMD products
from both Amtrak California and the Cascades operation in the Pacific Northwest. So far Metra has done
little to change the appearance of the locomotives
aside from removing the Amtrak name, adding a Metra logo and renumbering the units. Metra 73, 77, and
84 have been seen, and it has been reported that these
three units were Amtrak 450, 454, and 461, respectively. -Information from Trainorders and Metra
Press Release, photo below of 84 from Metra Press
Release.

El Paso Street Car Opens: On November 9th, the
long awaited El Paso street car began operations. The
service operates with 6 PCCs over a 4.8 mile line in
downtown El Paso, Texas. Currently, 5 of the 6 cars
have arrived from Brookville in Pennsylvania and are
painted in historic El Paso street car colors. The PCCs
cars formerly operated on the former El Paso to Juarez, Mexico line until 1974 and were originally from
San Diego. -Information and photo below from El
Paso Street Car Facebook page.
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Loop Trolley begins: On November 16, the long
awaiting Loop Trolley began limited operation in St
Louis, Missouri, with service on the west end of the
line currently on hold. Service has begun with two
Gomaco built trolleys that were purchased from Portland, Oregon. It is unknown when service will begin
on the entire line. -Information and photo from Loop
Trolley Facebook page.

Silver Splendor heads east: On November 17th,
private car Silver Splendor left Los Angeles for the
last time on Amtrak’s Southwest Chief. The 1956
built Budd Dome, had been the pride and joy of the
Caestecker Family since 1997 and the whole family
was involved in the restoration and operation of the
car. With the recent changes to the private car operation policy at Amtrak, it has become harder to operate
cars on Amtrak trains, and with that, the family made
the decision to sell the car to the Conway Scenic Railroad in New Hampshire. The Caestecker family ran a
first class operation and PRS partnered with them for
a couple excursions in recent years. -Information
from Trainorders and LARail.com. Photo below of
the Silver Splendor was taken in San Bernardino in
April 2011 by Andrew Novak.

6

December 2018

WHEEL CLICKS

Above and below: are two photos showing the recently restored dining room on former Illinois Central, and PRS, diner
4110 at the Monticello Railway Museum in Monticello, Illinois. The car will be operating this holiday season on the
museum’s North Pole trains. The work inside the car included new paint, repairing many appliances in the kitchen and
even new custom carpet that was almost a perfect match for the original carpet. –Both photos by Kent McClure.
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Above: Winter has arrived at South Hills Junction in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania! Port Authority Transit (PATransit)
PCC 1712 rolls to a stop on January 22, 1978, while operating on Line 42/38. - G.E. Lloyd Photo
Below: A Rochester Subway car, possibly 46, boards passengers at the General Motors Plant Loop on June 23, 1956.
This unique subway operation in Rochester, New York opened in 1927 and would close six days after this photo was
taken on June 30, 1956. –Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection
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Above: Former Santa Fe FP45 #108 is seen at the Orange Empire Railway Museum in October 2018 shortly before
being used on a pumpkin patch train. The museum recently completed an amazing restoration of this 1967 built EMD
unit. The headend power car behind the locomotive is former PRS baggage car 6796. –Evan Werkema

Below: Former Santa Fe business car 33, currently known as the Redwood Empire, coupled to the National Forum at
Amtrak's Eighth Street Maintenance Facility on November 16, 2018. It was built in 1923 and it is the only one of these
cars to retain its original wood and brass interior; the others were modernized by Santa Fe. –Marti Ann Draper Photo

