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Union Pacific (UP) 4141 (SD70ACe) and 9096 (SD70AH-T4C ) are seen leading the President George H.W. Bush funeral train through Navasoto, Texas on December 6, 2018. The funeral train carried our 41st President from Houston,
Texas to College Station, Texas. President Bush was laid to rest at his Presidential Library and Museum in
College Station. –Union Pacific Photo
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Upcoming PRS Events:

Wheel Clicks is the official publication of Pacific Railroad
Society Inc. and is published monthly.

Jan 19: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street).

Opinions expressed in unsigned articles are those of the
editorial board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Society, its officers or directors. Opinions in signed
articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN:
0043-4744.

Feb 6: February Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in
San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue).

Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.

Feb 15: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street).

As of April 1, 2018, PRS members have a choice of paper or
pdf (electronic version) of Wheel Clicks. Please note the paper
version is $5 more to cover the cost of mailing First Class.

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the
editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic
format may not be included since it would have to be re-typed.
Thank You!

Participating Member (PDF) ..........................$45.00 per year
Participating Member (Paper) ........................ $50.00 per year
Sustaining Member (PDF) ..............................$60.00 per year
Sustaining Member (Paper) ............................$65.00 per year
Corporate Member (PDF) ............................. $110.00 per year
Corporate Member (Paper) ........................... $110.00 per year
Life Member .............................................................. $500.00
Pacific Railroad Society Museum
210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.
Telephone: (909) 394-0616.
Museum Operating Hours are:
Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org

Jan 18: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the
February Issue (See contact information below).

Feb 7: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616.
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)

January Meeting Program by Russ Davies
At press time, the program department had not finalized a
program for January.
Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks

Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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Museum Report

PRS Holiday Banquet Recap - continued

By David Housh, Curator

DH-19 and an 0-6-0 steam engine lettered for the Sonoran Railroad. It was a great video!

San Dimas introduced the Christmas season December
1 with its annual holiday extravaganza and Christmas
tree lighting ceremony in front of our facility. Your
museum participated as always hosting many visitors. Thank yous go to members Steve Crise, Bob Gordon, John Ulloth, and Jim Baker for their help this busy
afternoon and evening.
Looking for that elusive railroad book? Well here's
your chance to buy where the price is right. Your museum is currently having a "half off the already low
price sale" on all used books throughout the holiday
season. Been holding off purchasing the Santa Fe
RDC book? It's on sale too along with the PRS 50th
anniversary book. These books make great gifts for
that friend or relative who shares your passion for
trains.
Remember to check our Facebook page to stay abreast
of the latest museum news and special events. Your
comments and likes are always welcome.
The museum staff wishes you the best of holidays.

PRS Holiday Banquet Recap
By Andrew Novak
On December 8th, PRS Members and guests, gathered
at the Los Amigos Country Club in Downey for our
annual Holiday Banquet, where the attendees enjoyed
a delicious lunch of salad, rolls, ham, and vegetables,
finished off with cheesecake for desert!
This year our keynote speaker was noted railroad historian, Joe Strapac. Joe gave a very interesting talk
about his early years as a railfan in southern California
and an informative look at Southern Pacific’s (SP) line
over Beaumont Hill. The photos in the Beaumont Hill
part of his presentation covered Colton to Indio from
the steam era to the end of the SP in 1996.
Our own Harvey Laner showed us one of his classic
railroad videos after lunch. The day’s feature was a
video Harvey took in November 1989 on a Let’s Travel Tours trip to visit the former Southern Pacific of
Mexico shops in Empalme, Sonora, Mexico. The trip
included a tour of the massive shop complex and an
excursion using former Delaware & Hudson Alco PA

Once again we awarded our PRS Lifetime Achievement award to a member who has gone above and beyond in service to PRS. This year we honored our museum curator, David Housh. Dave has been curator of
the museum in San Dimas since 2010 and spends three
days a week staffing the museum. Dave has done a fantastic job adding new displays to the museum and refreshing many of the existing ones. His dedication and
hard work has turned the museum into the gem of San
Dimas.
This year we also honored two long time PRS supporters, Ed and Mary Lee Von Nordeck. For many years,
Ed and Mary Lee owned and operated Let’s Travel
Tours and along with their own trips and excursions,
they helped organize and sell many PRS excursions
during our excursion heyday. As a way to recognize
the Von Nordeck’s contributions to PRS, the board of
directors voted to make Ed and Mary Lee, honorary
lifetime members of PRS. Ed and Mary Lee have also
supported other local railfan organizations over the
years including the Orange Empire Railway Museum
(OERM) and the Southern Pacific Historical and Technical Society (SPHTS).
We would like to thank all of the members and guests
who attended the banquet and making it a success! We
would also like to acknowledge the following groups
and individuals who contributed to the banquet this
year.
Joe Strapac
Harvey Laner
Ed Von Nordeck
David Housh
Claire Kinzinger
Dave Abbott
The Los Amigos Country Club
Staples Downey
Majestic Trophy Company Downey
Thank you!
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PRS Election Time!
Have you ever considered serving on the PRS Board
of Directors? Well now is your chance! The 2019
elections are coming soon and now is the time to step
up and volunteer!
Positions available are:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Nominations can be communicated to the nominations
committee:
Barry Draper barry_draper@hotmail.com
or Andrew Novak rtd1121@yahoo.com

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks:
We are working on stories on the following. Please
contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos or
information to contribute.
-Black Hills Central Railroad
-Texas Transportation Company
-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs
-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway
-Amtrak P30CHs
-Iowa Traction
-SP/Amtrak FP7s
-Amtrak’s Spirit of California
Thank you!

Or you can nominate at the February Membership
Meeting in South Pasadena on February 15, 2019.
And yes, you can nominate yourself!

Former Denver & Rio Grande Western 464 (2-8-2) is seen operation on the Ghost Town & Calico Railroad in Knott’s
Berry Farm in September 1977. This 1903 built Baldwin was officially retired in 1962, and came to Buena Park in
1973. The locomotive saw little service at Knott’s due to its long wheel base which was not a good fit with the sharp
curves at the park. In 1981 it was sold to the Huckleberry Railroad near Flint, Michigan where it operates to this day.
–Jay Roberts Photo

