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The | ast wigwag i n s
By Andrew Novak
On February 25, 2019, cre i c
(UP) railroad, removed t heé of
Lemon and Santa Ana Street oad
has since replaced the wi
crossing flashers. Wi th th ag
Anahei m, there is now only 2r Vi
in southern California on e s
survivor is | ocated on 49] g b\ t ot
BNSF Mal abar Yard. “ it
The wigwag was first devel fot
20t h Century, and Paci fi cyp ‘cal
Engineer, Al bert Hunt , i s cr
ing the wigwag. Hunt deve i n
1909 as a new, aut omated ros s
ings from motorists. At th 58i n
were protected by a fl agma pfa
shanty and swing a red | a st
traffic as a train approad i m-
icked the motion of the fI SSir
and are sometifthagnetif ed Fld
The new wigwags were auto t
crossing without a fl agman onl
a cross buck protecting th S e ey

Above is the | a@Grne wigiwlargo @ad i

(Continued on eFdgé&alphfornia. This is on 4
their Malabar Yard and this |

201Andrew Novak Photo

Sout hern Pac
SW1500 2496 |
cut of -<cars i
Yar d, with Lo
l es City Hal/l
di stance, on
mer Pacific E
i j on January 11
9 o TREEE 1y ) 1" + Scenes | ike t|
PACIFIC 1 ' Long Beach Av
were once Ccoml
Los Angel es,
wags Sserving
crossing prot
-Al bert Novak
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The | astomtiighwe d One by one, former PE and
by the UP, and the | ast on
Over the years, wi gwags w%roq_g,maq@f fal'll’ dafplértBF‘odu
Magnetic Signal Company ofstL@ﬁpéAd'nge? é Sdmby Sﬁewig
Uni on Switch and Signal COH‘B@F‘tho nal the time it
Wh e n first i ntroduced, W'V@h"‘{algeslth% %Nélﬁd\Hl Qf’wagh%n /
amount of grade crossing agtcCydiegnytys av\rpld wah 9€ Yo ega@e g
commonpl ace in southern CabhfPfoﬁraeSPﬁéfélbyeoﬁaHP
PE. Wigwags were also used; by, Lpd,h@d i Rd | @,og,ql@eagﬁqb'),srs
the United States. ris and our own Pacific R
After World War 11, automo®inl &imagtfic began to in-
crease in the United States and <cnonon aft oar wi nowags
were becoming obsol ete. Pr d -
ed in 1949, although grand rai
roads to | eave wigwags 1in de
crossing protection could P — roa
slowly started to replace '
I n southern California, tr b ) W
very slow to replace wigwi for
mer Pacific Electric |lines i gne
operated well into the 19E¢ ed.
smal | number of wigwags, [ '
hei m, |l asted well past t he
the UP.

Above is wigwag at the corne
Streets in Anaheim on Februar
|l eads a short train past the
industries in and around Sant

wi gwag at the PRS Museum in

|l owed to throw the switch on
this wigwag wor k.

-Both photos by Andrew
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Above: SP SD45R, 7460, |l eads a westbound mani fest a
March 5, 1988. This combination of a wigwag (right s
t he iRIEhert Novak Photo

Bel ow: One of several wigwags at the Orange Empire
dAndrew Novak Photo
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News Briefs VOLUNTEERS WANTEI

BN Cascade GrBdNlerCarsetadren Green r e-
turns: The iconic BurIingtd:)riaclkltgr't‘:héataﬁIthﬁlfj tQ6kghy |
green paint scheme is-returnYhigt%nS at Mimhelels oStta fsth oo Y!
Il i ne. The Northern Lines Rgilwa éNLR), Ihas ttadke.n ¢
delivery of-15%swot lEaMD waPI | be.upralmntse m4s toca; Int
the classic BN cascade gree'nnp%l{f”r]]ttI 'sTHhT m2 2I']he Wdewso
units are NLR 440, f or mer F(fli'rsrceonllys Oapnedn NILthe422, S
former Chicago & Northwestern 4413 hl'ohuerSNLR op-
erates 25 miles of former BN, origblonaloluyI(.IarkeattrNortsh)
er n, trackage around St. Cl oud, Minngsotat. the% RIL& '
. . Have an 1 nteres inol
is owned by the Anacostia and Pa\(,‘vlf c

. ) . anlj t o meet ngzw peo
-l nformation from Trains Magazine ews wi n
NLR Website . Then this job is for

SF Bay ALCORé¢a@aewrewly] :the San Francis-
co Bay Railroad, formerly Pa® waraite.dgdinywpapomyad’ :

received a Knoxville Locombks$ter yworwwes cggibgach you
numbered 30.-] dweemiesssiudrns al oc omo -
tive will replace veteran APOdoddghawve torpbe a5 mggnber

built new for the State Belt Rail rfdd®nds Rods f agidu
the purchase of 30 was done with funds from the Bay
Area Air Quality Management T DYQ¥ r@e i Rih&r esst ey gytou
be retired. The 25 will havie"g tNsO rpMalme0 Ppfolvaelri Nrde phgOylel ¢
and be placed on display in 3P@filh.sdfaweaciMeSsagrL
CO S2 23, built new for the ®&Waitle UgSe1at | o nif Ps@p acyifi
continue to operate as a spare. Both 23 and 25 had
been converted to run on Bi J¢i d9o&k dovavagd §@ahavhyges

Anformation from Trains Magazine NeWkslwnteeers!

Coming to future issue};¢
We are working on stories
contact the editor, (see

i nformation to contr

Bl ack Hills Central C'ﬂ-YOfsanDimaS

-Texas Transportation

LARy, LATL, and LAMTA Santa Fe DepOt

LeomarM&O/ Tandy Center
PACIFIC RAILROAD MUSEUM

-Amtrak P30CHs
-l owa Tracti on

SP/ Amtrak FP7s #ggem 210 W. Bonita Ave, =ik
-Amt sakSpirit of Calif
Thank you! n

San Dimas
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Above: San Francisco MUNI PCC 1035 | ays over while
brand new at this time and would continue to operat
Vall ey Lines in South Lake Tahoe iAot hart 8ur Jshnaspé

Bel ow: Pittsburgh Railway PCC 1664 is seen here on |
August 27, 1961. Pittsburgh Rail ways was an early pi
ad for Mohawk Airlines. The BroeWitlwd aadn IDa o pv oil k neetri

: 472
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Above: Vermont -IR&i880ayi  VsT&Rn GPer e switching cars in
was built new in 1961 for the Toledo Peor 19 88 Vdensdt € re
on t he&Gr aioldrt dbaed t Novak Photo

Bel ow: BNSF SD70MAC 9449, | eads an empty coal on t hq
gust 30, 2013. 9449 was built for the Burlington I
0Jay Roberts Photo



