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Southern Pacific SD7Rs 1512 and 1515 bring a transfer train past Hobart Tower on October 12, 1981. This train is on
Santa Fe rails, bringing interchange freight cars to Santa Fe’s Hobart Yard from the Southern Pacific. On April 12,
2019, Hobart Tower suffered damage from a fire and the future of the historic structure is unknown. The tower was no
longer in use at the time of the fire, however in this 1981 scene, it was still in operation. –Albert Novak Photo
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Upcoming PRS Events:

Wheel Clicks is the official publication of Pacific Railroad
Society Inc. and is published monthly.

May 17: Deadline for Wheel Clicks Submissions for the April
Issue (See contact information below).

Opinions expressed in unsigned articles are those of the
editorial board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Society, its officers or directors. Opinions in signed
articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN:
0043-4744.

June 5: May Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San
Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue).

Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.

June 21: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street).

As of April 1, 2018, PRS members have a choice of paper or
pdf (electronic version) of Wheel Clicks. Please note the paper
version is $5 more to cover the cost of mailing First Class.
Participating Member (PDF) ..........................$45.00 per year
Participating Member (Paper) ........................ $50.00 per year
Sustaining Member (PDF) ..............................$60.00 per year
Sustaining Member (Paper) ............................$65.00 per year
Corporate Member (PDF) ............................. $110.00 per year
Corporate Member (Paper) ........................... $110.00 per year
Life Member .............................................................. $500.00
Pacific Railroad Society Museum
210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.
Telephone: (909) 394-0616.
Museum Operating Hours are:
Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org

May 17: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street).

June 6: Wheel Clicks Mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616.
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)

June ??: Excursion to San Diego aboard the National Forum.
Please watch the website for details!
May Meeting Program by Russ Davies
Once again, Harvey Laner will be presenting one of his train
videos. Please see page four for a description of his show! Be
there and bring digital briefs!
Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks
Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the
editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic
format may not be included since it would have to be re-typed.
Thank You!
Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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The Museum Report
By Steve Crise
We are still struggling with staffing issues at the museum. With the lack of any single person in charge, and
no decisions or advice from the president or board,
Museum volunteer’s met on Monday, April 1 to try and
solve some of the more serious problems facing the
museum. Present at this meeting were Russ Davies,
Jim Baker, Harvey Laner, Keith Ogle, Steve Crise and
Lindsay Smith.
It was decided amongst the group that Steve Crise and
Lindsay Smith should be in charge and work together
as co-museum managers with Steve Crise handling
scheduling of staff and book sales and Lindsay Smith
handling cash intake and bank deposits. These responsibilities may expand and evolve as we move forward.
We have embarked on a vigorous effort spearheaded
by Verne James to sort through all of the donated
books, add relevant titles to the museum’s library and
sell duplicate or irrelevant books in the museum store.
We have added two new volunteers to the museum
staff and regained another old time member. Verne
James and Scott Nielsen will be joining the museum
staff and as mentioned earlier, Lindsay Smith will be re
-joining PRS to aid the running of the museum. This is
great news and will be very helpful in solving the
shortage of available people to staff the museum.
We discussed the possibility of changing the hours of
operations at the museum to Saturday, Sunday and
Monday, thinking that Sunday would be an easier day
to staff than Wednesday. However it was decided that
it was better if we just tried harder to maintain the
hours that the public has become accustomed to than to
make that change. Changing would not involve approval from the city but it would involve the expense of
changing the signage on the front door. Thankfully,
Larry Aandhal has stepped up to fill some of the vacancies on Wednesday but we still need more people to fill
the days that Larry is not available. Failing to have the
museum open for the agreed-upon times as stated in
our lease could lead to very serious issues with the City
of San Dimas. For this reason, and others, we are trying
very hard to keep the doors open and the lights on.
Termites have been discovered in the sink area of the
“trolley room” by Russ Davies. Hopefully this infestation can be solved with a local treatment to the
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immediate area, but that will need a professional exterminator to make that evaluation and advise us on how
to proceed.
We are instituting a new book pricing strategy that
should simplify purchases for museum visitors. To start
with, we have a new $2.00 book shelf where all books
on that shelf are just $2.00. Other books will be priced
in increments of $5.00 starting at $5.00. I noticed that
customers would struggle with pricing that included
numbers that could not be easily calculated. Rounding
them off to the nearest $5.00 increment seemed to
make things easier. We have such a huge backlog of
used books that we need to clear them out quickly.
Hopefully this new pricing effort will facilitate their
sale faster and easier. No other items such as the bus
models, wooden train models and pins will be changed.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
Pacific Railroad Society is currently looking for volunteers to help staff our museum in San Dimas!
Our museum is located in the former Santa Fe station
in San Dimas at 210 West Bonita Ave and we are
currently open three days a week, see page two for
hours.
Do you like trains?
Have an interest in local history?
Want to meet new people?
Then this job is for you!
Don’t worry, if you don’t know about trains or local
history, we can teach you what you need to know.

You don’t have to be a member of PRS, so tell your
friends and family.
If you are interested, you can stop by the museum
during normal operating hours, call the museum at
909-394-0616, leave a message if no one answers, or
email us at info@pacificrailroadsociety.org.
We look forward to having you join our group of
volunteers!
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Andy Payne’s D&RGW Narrow Gauge
by Harvey S. Laner
Harvey Laner moved to Los Angeles from Chicago
when he was 14 years old in the summer of
1953. Sometime early the next year he found and
joined the Southern California Electric Railroaders Association. Member Alan Styfee, a Los Angeles Transit
Lines motorman and was a close friend of Andy
Payne’s. That’s how Harvey met Andy. At that time
Andy was also an LATL motorman.
In August of 1957, Andy hired out as a fireman on the
Denver and Rio Grande Western at Durango. Andy’s
move from LATL motorman to working on narrow
gauge steam locomotives began when Andy stopped in
Durango to do some rail-fanning on his way back from
an east coast vacation in 1954.
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Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks:
We are working on stories on the following. Please
contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos or
information to contribute.
-Black Hills Central Railroad
-Texas Transportation Company
-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs
-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway
-Amtrak P30CHs
-Iowa Traction
-SP/Amtrak FP7s
-Amtrak’s Spirit of California
Thank you!

Harvey lost frequent contact with Andy when he
moved to Colorado though he did catch up with him,
quite by chance, during a family vacation in
1971. Andy was the engineer on the train he rode from
Durango to Silverton.
Years later after Andy retired, Harvey made frequent
business trips to Colorado and made it a point to finish
his business week in Pueblo where they had dinner
and talked about Andy’s career on the Grande. Andy
had occasionally brought his movie camera to
work. Initially an 8mm camera, later he moved to
16mm with sound capability. It was during the time of
these get-togethers that Andy agreed to have Harvey
digitize the movies. After the transfer was completed,
Harvey’s visits with Andy in Pueblo were focused on
reviewing the digitized copy and recording Andy’s
comments and recollections. This program is the result
of that exchange and is dedicated to the memory of
Andrus “Andy” M Payne.

Above: Black Hills Central 2-6-6-2T #110 in Hill City,
South Dakota in 2016. –Brian Black Photo
Below: Amtrak P30CH #700 in Wilmington, Delaware
in 1975. —William Volkmer Photo
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Above: Amtrak F59PHI #459 crosses the BNSF mainline at Hobart Tower on January 6, 2001. The train is detouring on
the Union Pacific (UP) due to construction of the Redondo Junction Flyover. Normally, this train crosses the UP on the
BNSF tracks in the foreground. –Andrew Novak Photo

Below: A UP caboose brings up the rear of a southbound train at Hobart Tower on February 2, 1986. The tower controlled the crossing of the UP Harbor branch and the Santa Fe, now BNSF, mainline in Commerce, California.
—Jay Roberts Photo
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Above: Los Angeles Transit Lines H-3 1450 at the 1st and Chicago return loop in Boyle Heights during a fan trip on
May 9, 1959. 1450 is currently preserved at the Orange Empire Railway Museum in Perris, California.
–Lewis Swanson Photo
Below: Detroit Citizen’s Railway street cars 247, open air car, and 4 meet at the passing track in the middle of the
downtown Detroit operation in July 1978. The historic street car line operated from 1976 to 2003 with narrow-gauge
street cars from Lisbon, Portugal. The line did have one double-deck trolley from England. —Andrew Novak Collection
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Above: Former Santa Fe 2-10-4 #5000 on display in Amarillo, Texas on April 3, 2019. The 5000 was built by Baldwin
in 1930 and is a one-of-a-kind prototype. Despite being successful, the Santa Fe, never had any other 2-10-4s built like
the 5000. She was retired in 1953 and donated to the City of Amarillo in 1957. –Russell Homan Photo
Below: Long Island Railroad, M-7, multiple-unit (MU), car 7126 brings up the rear of a train at the railroad’s station
in Long Beach, NY on March 30, 2019. The M-7 class cars were built by Bombardier in the early 2000s and on the
Long Island are numbered 7001-7836. —Wayne Doran Photo

