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Former Southern Pacific Krauss-Maffei (KM) Diesel-Hydraulic #9010 in Niles, California on July 20, 2019, during a
debut event for the sole-surviving KM. The volunteers at the Pacific Locomotive Association (PLA), have spent the last
11 years restoring this locomotive to it’s 1964 as-built appearance. –Joseph A. Strapac Photo
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Upcoming PRS Events:

Wheel Clicks is the official publication of Pacific Railroad
Society Inc. and is published monthly.

Aug 16: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street).

Opinions expressed in unsigned articles are those of the
editorial board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Society, its officers or directors. Opinions in signed
articles are those of the author only. All rights reserved. ISSN:
0043-4744.

Aug 19: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the
September Issue (See contact information below).

Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.
As of April 1, 2018, PRS members have a choice of paper or
pdf (electronic version) of Wheel Clicks. Please note the paper
version is $5 more to cover the cost of mailing First Class.
Participating Member (PDF) ..........................$45.00 per year
Participating Member (Paper) ........................ $50.00 per year
Sustaining Member (PDF) ..............................$60.00 per year
Sustaining Member (Paper) ............................$65.00 per year
Corporate Member (PDF) ............................. $110.00 per year
Corporate Member (Paper) ........................... $110.00 per year
Life Member .............................................................. $500.00
Pacific Railroad Society Museum
210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.
Telephone: (909) 394-0616.
Museum Operating Hours are:
Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org

Aug 7: August Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San
Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue).

Aug 24: Excursion to San Diego aboard the National Forum.
Please watch the website for details!
Sep 4: September Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in
San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue).
Sep 5: Wheel Clicks mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616.
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)
Sep 20: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street).
Dec 14: Christmas Banquet & Fundraiser in Downey at the
Los Amigos Country Club.
August Meeting Program by Russ Davies
This month, Harvey Laner will be presenting a double-feature,
two of his train videos. Please see page 6 for a description of
his show! Be there and bring digital briefs!
Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks
Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the
editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic
format may not be included since it would have to be re-typed.
Thank You!
Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383
Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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Butte Electric Railway
By Andrew Novak
Butte, Montana is the county seat for Silver Bow
County and is located in southwestern Montana. The
city was first established as a mining camp in 1864. In
1875, the mining industry started to grow significantly
in Butte and soon it became Montana’s first major industrial city. In the late 19th and early 20th Centuries,
Butte, was one of the biggest copper boomtowns in the
American west. Copper mining in Butte was done underground in tunnels until the 1950s when the decision
was made to switch to open pit mining. When it
opened in 1954, the Berkeley Pit was the largest truck
operated open-pit copper mine in the United States. To
excavate the pit, the Meaderville suburb, along with the
McQueen and East Butte neighborhoods were sacrificed. In 1983, the Berkeley Pit was closed and became
an environmental clean up site, and tourist attraction.
In 1977, the City of Butte, consolidated with the county of Silver Bow, to form the sole-entity known as
Butte-Silver Bow. The consolidated city and county
now encompass 718 square miles and at the 2010 census, the population of Butte was 33,503 people. Butte
is currently the fifth largest city in Montana.
At one time, the City of Butte was served by six railroads. The Northern Pacific, Union Pacific (via trackage rights on the Northern Pacific), Great Northern,
and the Milwaukee Road were the mainline railroads
that served the city. Also in Butte were the Butte, Anaconda and Pacific (BA&P) and the Butte Electric Street
Railway. The Milwaukee Road and the BA&P were
both electrified and at one point they even shared a station in Butte, although both operated with different
voltages. For this story we will discuss the least known
of the railroads, the Butte Electric Railway, which operated street cars in Butte.
The Butte City Street Railway company began operating a 1.5 mile horse car line in Butte in 1886. Within a
matter of months, the horse car line was converted to
steam dummy, where small steam engines towed passenger cars along the line. The railroad added a 2.5
mile cable car line to their system in 1888. The new
Metropolitan Electric Railway Company of Butte, began operation of the first electric street car line in July
of 1890. By 1891, the new electric street car line had
merged with the steam dummy and cable car line to
form the new Butte Consolidated Railway Company.
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Under the new consolidated company, all the lines
were converted to electric street car operation.
Financial difficulty plagued the system in 1899, and it
was eventually sold, becoming the Butte Electric Railway (BER). The BER was acquired in 1905 by the Bozeman Street Railway Company. During this time the
system began to grow, with much of that growth occurring in 1907. Below is a list of the system miles and
number of cars in the fleet.
-1908, 25.5 miles of track and 39 cars
-1910, 33 miles of track and 49 cars
-1914, 34.5 miles of track and 61 cars
-1931, 38.3 miles of track and 53 cars
-1933, 38.105 miles of track and 57 cars
In 1923, the BER began buying buses to supplement
street car service and was a foreshadowing of things to
come. The BER was purchased by the Anaconda Copper Company in August of 1928, and it was the copper
company’s employees that made up a bulk of the
BER’s ridership. At it’s peak, the BER was the largest
street railway system in Montana. The BER also built
many of it’s street cars in their Front Street shops.

In 1936, the system underwent several changes, including the first line abandonments. Despite the abandonments, much of the trackage in downtown Butte was
rebuilt. That same year, the BER was purchased by bus
-friendly National City Lines, and by August 1937, the
company was petitioning to abandon the street car system. The petition was granted, and on September 22,
1937, the last street cars operated in Butte, Montana.
The following day, buses operated by Butte City Lines,
took over for the street cars.
After abandonment, most of the street cars were
scrapped and some were sold for buildings. Only one
car, number 63, is known to have survived and is currently on display in front of the Berkeley Pit visitor
center in Butte. Below is a current Butte bus in May
2019. –Andrew Novak Photo
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Butte Car 15: The top photo shows BER open car
number 15. Car 15 was built in 1916 by the Niles Car
& Manufacturing Company. The open air cars were
popular in Butte, and the 15 operated until the end of
service in 1937.
–Photographer Unknow/Andrew Novak Collection.
Butte Car 44: The middle photo shows BER Metropolitan car 44. Car 44 was built in 1905 by the American Car Company. When built, this car was twothirds closed and one-third open. In 1920, the BER
fully enclosed the car. Car 44 was retired in 1933.
–Photographer Unknow/Andrew Novak Collection.
Butte Car 63: The photo at the bottom of the page
shows sole survivor car 63 at the Berkeley Pit visitor
center on May 13, 2019. The 63 was one of many
cars built in the BER shops and was similar in design
to the popular “Turtle Roof” cars built by Stone &
Webster. This car operated in Butte until the end of
service in 1937. Currently it is sitting on freight car
trucks and one newspaper report indicates that prior
to it’s homecoming, the car was used as a hot dog
stand in Missoula, Montana. –Andrew Novak Photo

Additional reading on the subject: Montana's Trolleys 2: Butte Anaconda BAP (Interurbans Special 50)
by Ira Swett
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News Briefs
Arrow Groundbreaking: On July 19, 2019, a
groundbreaking ceremony was held in Redlands, California for the new Arrow rail service. Arrow is a
Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU) operated service that
will operate from San Bernardino to Redlands. The 9mile rail line will begin at the San Bernardino Transit
Center, transfer point to Metrolink, and continue east
to a point east of downtown Redlands, near Redlands
University. There will be five stations along the line
and service is expected to start operating in 2021.
The new Arrow service will be operating over the
former Santa Fe Redlands branch. The groundbreaking ceremony took place near the former Santa Fe
Station in downtown Redlands. Construction is set to
begin this summer. Below are a couple concept drawings of the Arrow project.
-Information from redlandrailproject.org
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New Book:
The Eastern California Museum and the Carson and
Colorado Railway non-profit group are proud to announce the publication of SP Narrow Gauge 18
Steams Anew! Written by Randy Babcock, the Chief
Mechanical Officer of the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, this 88-page, full-color book
covers two decades of restoration work on the beloved Southern Pacific Slim Princess Engine 18,
which ran from Keeler, Inyo County, California to
Mina, Mineral County, Nevada. Containing over one
hundred photos and maps, it not only provides a concise history of the Carson and Colorado Railway prior
to its sale to Southern Pacific in 1900, but Babcock
also extensively documents the arduous task of getting SP18 steaming again after nearly sixty years of
inactivity at Dehy Park in Independence, California.
Books are $19.95 plus shipping and can be ordered
by writing, calling, or emailing.
Eastern California Museum
P.O. Box 206
Independence, CA 93526
(760) 878-0258
ECMUSEUM@INYOCOUNTY.US

Concept drawings of the downtown Redlands station. Note
the former Santa Fe Station in the distance.
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August Double-Feature
by Harvey S. Laner
Harvey Laner will present a video showcasing the Denver RTD’s current heavy rail operations; the A Line
from Denver International Airport to Denver’s Union
Station, the B Line to Westminster and the recently
opened G Line to Arvada and Wheat Ridge Colorado.
RTD C, D and R line LRV action at Peoria and Littleton Downtown stations are also included. Then the
program moves to Southern Colorado for a look at the
freight and tourist road, the San Luis and Rio Grande
Railroad (SL&RG). This segment includes a flashback
to a 2008 Trains Unlimited Tours fan trip featuring the
SL&RG’s former Lake Superior & Ishpeming 2-8-0
consolidation number 18. The program then takes a
round trip “highlights” ride from Antonito, Colorado to
Chama, New Mexico and return behind the historic
hand-fired, coal burning steam locomotives of the
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad.
—AND—
CTA - One last ride "Under the Wires"
On Sunday September 5, 2004, the Central Electric
Railfan’s Association (CERA) sponsored a last opportunity to ride the CTA’s Skokie Swift under overhead
power distribution. The installation of a third rail was
recently completed and the use of pantograph power
collection was in its final days. To add a special bonus
to the occasion, CTA tapped into their historic fleet and
brought out their two 4000 series “Baldies” for the
event. Harvey Laner was on hand to video lineside and
on board the action of that memorable day.
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MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Pacific Railroad Society is currently looking for volunteers to help staff our museum in San Dimas! Our
museum is located in the former Santa Fe station in
San Dimas at 210 West Bonita Ave and we are currently open three days a week, see page two for hours.
Do you like trains?
Have an interest in local history?
Want to meet new people?
Then this job is for you!
Don’t worry, if you don’t know about trains or local
history, we can teach you what you need to know.
You don’t have to be a member of PRS, so tell your
friends and family.
If you are interested, you can stop by the museum during normal operating hours; call the museum at 909394-0616, (leave a message if no one answers); or
email us at info@pacificrailroadsociety.org.
We look forward to having you join our group of
volunteers!

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks:
We are working on stories on the following. Please
contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos or
information to contribute.
-Black Hills Central Railroad
-Texas Transportation Company
-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs
-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway
-Amtrak P30CHs
-Iowa Traction
-SP/Amtrak FP7s
-Amtrak’s Spirit of California
-Amtrak’s North Coast Hiawatha
Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE!

CTA Skokie Swift cars on the turn back at Dempster Street
Station, Skokie, Illinois in May 1964 –Roger Puta Photo

Join your fellow PRS members on December 14,
2019, for our annual Holiday Party. We will be returning to the Los Amigos Country Club in Downey. We
are still finalizing a presentation and guest speaker, so
stay tuned for more details in coming issues of
Wheel Clicks.
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Above: Seattle Street Car 401 on First Hill Line at the end of the line near Pioneer Square on Jackson Street in Seattle,
Washington on July 4, 2019 . –Jay Roberts Photos

Below: Sacramento Northern car 1010 a California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society excursion train at the East Bay
Terminal in San Francisco on May 25, 1941. The excursion was the last through train from San Francisco to Chico. .
—Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection
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Above: Chicago, Burlington & Quincy (CB&Q) SD-9 #828 is seen here operating on a freight train east of Golden,
Colorado, on August 8, 1961. The 1958 built EMD product was assigned to CB&Q subsidiary road Colorado and
Southern. She would later serve Burlington Northern as 6223 and BNSF as 6111 before retirement and sale to Larry’s
Truck and Electric. –Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection.
Below: Southern Pacific (SP) Baldwin S-12 #1550, is seen here in front of the SP depot in Anaheim, California on an
unknown date. The train is in the middle of Santa Ana Street, which is still used by Union Pacific. The SP depot, which
was at the corner of Santa Ana Street and Anaheim Boulevard, is long gone. The 1550, went on to become SP 2157,
then to Kerr-McGee #101 in Trona, and is currently at OERM in Perris. —M.J. Hayes Photo/Andrew Novak Collection

