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Union Pacific GP-9 #343 switches cars in Ontario, California in December 1972. The 343 was built by EMD in 1957 

and retired in 1982. In 1983 it was sold to the Iowa Railroad for parts.  

ïJay Roberts Photo  
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

Oct 18: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the 
November Issue (See contact information below). 
 

Oct 18: Membership Meeting 7:30 PM at South Pasadena 
Library with ERHA (1055 El Centro Street). 
 

Nov 6: October Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in 
San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). 
 

Nov 7: Wheel Clicks mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616. 
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)  
 

Nov 16: Excursion to San Diego on the National Forum. 
 

Dec 14: Christmas Banquet & Fundraiser in Downey at the  
Los Amigos Country Club.  
 

October Meeting Program by Russ Davies  

At press time, the program chair had not finalized a program 

yet for our October meeting. Do not fear, there will be a 

program for everyoneôs enjoyment come October 18, 2019. 

Be there and bring digital briefs!  
 

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 

editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 

format may not be included since it would have to be re-

typed. Thank You!  
 

Andrew Novak - Editor  

P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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The Texas Transportation CompanyðPart 2  

By Andrew Novak  
 

Museum operations on the TXTC 
 

During its long history, two different museums have 

operated on the rails of the Texas Transportation Com-

pany (TXTC).  
 

From 1964 to 1967, the newly-formed Texas Transpor-

tation Museum, used the rails of the TXTC and operat-

ed former Vera Cruz open air car #6 over the line. The 

museum also had a Katy Caboose and 0-4-0 #1 from 

the Comal Power company. During this time, the mu-

seum did operate excursion trains with the #1 as well 

on the TXTC. By 1968, the Texas Transportation Mu-

seum moved to a new home and off the rails of the 

TXTC.  
 

In the early 1980ôs, former San Antonio streetcar #300, 

found its way to the TXTC. The 300 was built by the 

American Car Company in 1913 for San Antonio Trac-

tion. The San Antonio Traction became San Antonio 

Public Service, and the 300 operated until streetcar ser-

vice was abandoned in San Antonio in 1933. The 300 

was purchased by the San Antonio Museum Associa-

tion (SAMA) to preserve the car.  
 

Over time, the museum volunteers converted the car 

from 4-foot gauge to standard gauge, and in 1981 it 

was moved to a spur behind the old Lone Star Brewery. 

The spur was re-electrified, and in 1982, the 300 was 

operated on the TXTC. The trips with the 300 were 

sponsored by the art museum that occupied the former 

Lone Star Brewery.  

In 1985, the museum cut costs, and the 300 operated 

sporadically on the TXTC. Local transit operator, VIA 

of San Antonio, had expressed interest in operating the 

300 on a historic line in the city but these plans never 

materialized and eventually the operation of the car on 

the TXTC ended in 1985. However, the story of the 

300 does not end there.  
 

In 1990, the car was leased by SAMA to the 

Willamette Shore Trolley (WST) in Portland which at 

the time was operated by Gales Creek Enterprises.  

There is no overhead trolley wire on the WST, so the 

300 received power from a generator mounted on a 

four-wheel cart that was towed behind the car. The 

WST still operates in this fashion today. From 1990 

until 1994, the 300 operated on the WST. In 1995, the 

contract to operate the WST was awarded to the Ore-

gon Electric Railway Historical Society and the 300 

was placed in storage. In 1994, the SAMA was dis-

banded and the 300 became property of San Antonio 

Museum of Art.  
 

The City of Astoria, Oregon, secured a five-year lease 

on the 300 in 1998 to begin operation of a riverfront 

streetcar in Astoria along former Burlington Northern 

trackage. The following year, the 300, once again tow-

ing a generator due to a lack of overhead trolley wire, 

began operation on a 3-mile section of railroad along 

the historic riverfront in Astoria. In 2003, the lease on 

the 300 was extended another 5 years and finally in 

2005, the San Antonio Museum of ART sold the car to 

Astoria, Oregon. The car continues to operate on Asto-

ria Riverfront Trolley from May to September.  
 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Texas Transportation Museum 0-4-0 #1 rests outside of the 

Pearl Brewery in August 1965. ïMalcolm Gaddis Photo 

San Antonio 300 parked behind the former Lone Star Brew-

ery in May 1984. ïWilliam D. Volkmer Photo 
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TXTC Roster 
 

The TXTC started operation with two box motors built 

by the St. Louis Car Company. These two box motors 

carried numbers 1 and 2. After these first two locomo-

tives, the roster data is incomplete, although the rail-

road did acquire a couple locomotives from the San 

Antonio Public Service when they stopped operations 

in 1933. During the early years, there were at least 

three locomotives to carry fleet number 1. It is believed 

that these secondhand Public Service locomotives were 

scrapped in the 1950ôs.  
 

The final two locomotives, and most-photographed 

were also numbered 1 and 2, and details on these two 

are below.  
 

Number 1 was built by Baldwin/Westinghouse in 1917 

for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St Paul and carried fleet 

number 10002. In 1919, it was sold to the Monongahe-

la & West Penn in Virginia where it operated as their 

2000. In 1948, the locomotive was sold to the Kansas 

City, Kaw Valley & Western (KCKV), becoming their 

504. When the KCKV ceased operations in 1953, the 

504 was sold to the TXTC where it became the number 

1. It operated on the TXTC until the line closed and is 

reportedly still stored on the Pearl Property in San An-

tonio.  
 

Number 2 was built in 1907 by the St. Louis Car Com-

pany as Texas Traction Interurban 3. In 1917, the 3 

became Texas Electric 352, and in 1929 was rebuilt 

into a locomotive. After rebuilding, it became Texas 

Electric 952. In 1949, the Texas Electric sold the 952 to 

the TXTC and it was renumbered 2. The 2, like the 

Number 1, operated up to the end of operations. Today 

the Number 2 is on display at the Pearl Complex in San 

Antonio.  
 

The various sources used in the preparation of this  

article:  
 

-Texas Transportation Museum  

txtransportationmuseum.org 

The New Electric Railway Journal Spring 1990 

ñSpecial Section, Trolley Freight 1990.ò 

-The Texas State Historical Association  

https://tshaoline.org 

-Roster of Preserved North American Electric Railway 

Cars bera.org/pnaerc.html 

-San Antonio 300 old300.org 

-Donôs Depot donsdepot.donrossgroup.net 

Texas Transportation Company Locomotive #1 switches 

cars at the brewery in June 1993. ïDrew Jacksich Photo 

Texas Transportation Company Locomotive #1 parked by 

the brewery in December 1963. Locomotive #2 can be seen 

in the distance. ïHarry D. Peat Photo 

Kansas City, Kaw Valley & Western 504 before the locomo-

tive was sold to the Texas Transportation Company.  

 ïPhotographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection 

txtransportationmuseum.org
https://tshaoline.org
bera.org/pnaerc.html
old300.org
donsdepot.donrossgroup.net
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Texas Transportation Company #2 

parked by the Pearl Brewery in  

December 1963 

ïHarry D. Peat Photo 

Texas Transportation Company #2 

parked by the Pearl Brewery in  

October 1958 

ïVitaly Uzoff Photo,  

Courtesy of Russ Davies 

Texas Transportation Company #2 

switching the Pearl Brewery on  

March 5, 1977.  

ïGordon Lloyd Jr. Photo 
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News Briefs 
  

B&LE 2-10-4: The Age of Steam Roundhouse Muse-

um in Sugar Creek, Ohio, has recently acquired former 

Bessemer & Lake Eire (B&LE) 2-10-4 #643. The 643 

is one of 47 of the Texas type locomotives built by 

Baldwin for the B&LE in 1944. The B&LE retired the 

643 in 1952 and at first the locomotive was stored at 

the railroadôs roundhouse in Greenville, Pennsylvania. 

It was eventually sold into private ownership and was 

moved to McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania where the lo-

comotive is still located. It will soon be moved from 

McKees Rocks to Sugar Creek via truck. The 643 is the 

last B&LE 2-10-4 in existence.  

-Information from ageofsteamroundhouse.org 
 

Light Rail Construction: Construction has begun on 

the 8.5 mile Lynwood Link extension of the Sound 

Transit light rail line in Washington state. The exten-

sion will run from the Northgate Station in Seattle and 

end at the Lynwood City Center Station in Lynwood. 

Four stations are planned for this extension, which is 

expected to open in 2024.   

-Information from Progressive Railroading Online.  

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks: 

We are working on stories on the following. Please 

contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos or 

information to contribute.  
 

-Black Hills Central Railroad 

-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs 

-Leonardôs M&O/Tandy Center Subway 

-Amtrak P30CHs 

-Iowa Traction 

-SP/Amtrak FP7s 

-Amtrakôs Spirit of California 

-Amtrakôs North Coast Hiawatha 
 

Thank you!  

Crews have begun removing the former Santa Fe tracks in Redlands to make way for the new DMU service from San Bernardino. 

The above photo is looking east from North University Avenue at what will be the University of Redlands Station on  

August 27, 2019. Service is expected to begin in 2021 and the service will be called Arrow.   

ïAndrew Novak Photo 

ageofsteamroundhouse.org
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Above: Former Los Angeles Railway funeral car Descanso at Cajon Summit in 1965. During this time the Descanso 

was the Pacific Railroad Society club house. The car is currently stored at the Orange Empire Railway Museum.  

ïLeo Caloia Photo 
 

Below: Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) Boeing LRV 3465 travels along Beacon Street near St 

Paul Street in Boston, Massachusetts in June 1986. The car is heading east of the Green Line bound for North Station.  

ïPhotographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection.  
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Above: The Union Terminal Company 0-6-0 #7 switches cars at Union Station in Dallas, Texas in 1960. The 1923 built Baldwin 

was in service until 1962 and in 1963 it was donated to the  Museum of the American Railroad. The locomotive is currently on dis-

play at the museumôs facility in Frisco, Texas. ïPhotographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection.  
 

Below: Denver & Rio Grande Western SD-9 #5308 and Western Pacific F7-A #919-D pose together in Salt Lake City, 

Utah on April 22, 1964. The 5308 was built in 1957 and sold in November 1991 to National Rail Equipment Corpora-

tion. The #919D was built in 1950 and traded in to EMD in 1971 for GP-40 3531. ðM.J. Hayes Photo 


