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Union Pacific 4-6-6-4 #3985 is about to cross Old Stage Road, near Black Butte, California on September 6, 2005. The 

locomotive was on the ñPacific Northwest Tourò which ran from August 24, 2005 to September 29, 2005. During the 

trip, the locomotive visited six states and traveled 2800 miles. ïAlbert Novak Photo  
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 
 

Feb 18: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the 
March Issue (See contact information below). 
 

Feb 21: PRS Meeting 7:30 PM at the Metro Building in 
downtown LA. On the east end of Union Station, 3rd Floor.  
 

March 4: March Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in 
San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). 
 

March 5: Wheel Clicks mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616. 
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)  
 

April 25: Possible excursion to the Fillmore & Western 
(Stay tuned for details.) 
 
February Meeting Program by Russ Davies  

During the late 1980s and early 1990s, Harvey Laner visited 

Hong Kong and sampled the interesting variety of public 

transit offered there.  His program begins with a cockpit view 

from a 747 landing on the reef runway at the former Kai Tak 

International Airport.  Continuing with a ride on the MTR or 

Mass Transit subway, the fastest way to cross the harbor.  The 

other option is the slower scenic route aboard a Star Ferry 

boat for the crossing of Hong Kongôs busy Victoria 

Harbor.  The remainder of the program details Hong Kong 

Tramways double deck tram operation, and includes views of 

the Victoria Peak Tram.  This program shows an exciting, 

vibrant, free Hong Kong, during its final years as a British 

Colony. Be there and bring digital briefs!  
 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 

editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 

format may not be included since it would have to be re-

typed. Thank You!  
 

Andrew Novak - Editor  

P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Union Pacific retires 3985 

By Andrew Novak 
 

In early January, the Union Pacific (UP) steam pro-

gram manager Ed Dickens, announced that UP would 

be retiring Challenger 3985. Going forward, the rail-

roadôs steam program will only operate Northern 844 

and Big Boy 4014.  
 

UP 3985 was built by the American Locomotive Com-

pany (ALCO) in 1943 at the ALCO plant in Schenec-

tady, New York. It was one of 105 4-6-6-4 Challengers 

built for the UP between 1935 and 1943. 
  
Aside from the Union Pacific, Delaware & Hudson, 

Denver & Rio Grande Western (DRGW), Northern 

Pacific, Spokane Portland, & Seattle (SP&S), Western 

Maryland, Western Pacific, and Clinchfield purchased 

4-6-6-4 Challenger type steam locomotives. The Great 

Northern purchased some of the former SP&S locomo-

tives, while half of Clinchfieldôs fleet of Challengers 

came from DRGW. 
 

UP 3985 pulled its last train in 1957 and was placed in 

storage in Cheyenne, Wyoming.  The locomotive was 

retired for the first time in 1962 and was kept in storage 

in Cheyenne. In 1974, the locomotive was placed on 

display next to the depot in Cheyenne.  
 

The locomotive did not stay parked next to the depot 

that long, and by 1979, a group of UP employees began 

restoring the Challenger. By April 1981, the 3985 had 

returned to operating condition. After the restoration 

was complete, the first trip for the locomotive was to 

Railfair 1981 in Sacramento. For the inaugural run, 

3985 was double-headed with UP 844 and both engines 

were at Railfair, which marked the opening of the Cali-

fornia State Railroad Museum in Sacramento. In 1990, 

3985 was converted from a coal-burning locomotive to 

an oil-burning locomotive. 
 

While the locomotive was used on many excursions 

and special trips during its second career, there were 

some that were notable. In 1991, 3985, along with 844 

and DD40X 6936, attended Railfair in Sacramento. For 

this visit to the California State Railroad Museum, they 

also brought along UP 4-6-0 #1243 on a flat car. The 

1243 was built by Cooke in 1890 and is now on display 

at the Durham Museum located in the former Omaha 

Union Station. In 1992, 3985 once again came west, 

this time for the National Railway Historical Society 

(NRHS) Convention in San Jose.  

In November of 1992, the 3985 was temporarily re-

numbered and re-lettered as Clinchfield 676 to pull the 

Clinchfield Santa Train.  
 

Other notable excursions for 3985 included one in May 

1993 for the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club and was 

renumbered 3967. The original 3967 was on a Rocky 

Mountain Railroad Club excursion back in May 1953, 

and the trip in 1993 commemorated the 40th Anniver-

sary of that excursion. The original 3967 was scrapped 

in 1960. The locomotive also pulled at least one nota-

ble freight special. In 1990, the 3985 was used on an 

American President Lines, 143 car, double-stack spe-

cial train from Cheyenne, Wyoming to North Platte, 

Nebraska. 
 

The final excursion for 3985 was the Missouri River 

Eagle Tour from September 30, 2010 to October 14, 

2010. During this trip the locomotive pulled the 

Ringling Brothers Circus Train from Cheyenne to Den-

ver, where the circus preformed a special show to com-

memorate the birthday of P.T. Barnum.  
 

As part of 3985ôs retirement announcement, UP citied 

the cost of maintaining three steam locomotives as too 

costly, and that 3985 was in need of many repairs to 

keep operational. No details were given about the fu-

ture of 3985, although it could spend itôs days in the 

Cheyenne Roundhouse with the two other non-

operational steam engines UP owns. These other en-

gines are 4-8-4 838, which is used as a parts source for 

844 and UP 2-10-2 5511. The only other preserved 4-6

-6-4 is UP 3977 which is on display in Cody Park in 

North Platte, Nebraska.  

UP 3977 on display in Cody Park in August 2012.  

-R.D. Harley Photo 
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Above: UP 844 and 3985 are seen exiting Shed 10 and crossing the Butte Canyon Bridge in April 1981. The two locomotives are 

seen here during the trip to Railfair in Sacramento.  ïDrew Jacksich Photo  
 

Below: UP 3985 in Daggett, California on August 20, 2000. The locomotive is seen here on her eastbound journey after being in Los 

Angeles for the Democratic National Convention. ïAlbert Novak Photo 
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News Briefs  
  

Molson-Coors to close Irwindale: Recently, the Mol-

son-Coors company announced the closure of their 

brewery in Irwindale, California. The company expects 

to close the plant by September 2020 with production 

shifting to facilities in Texas and Colorado. If the 

brewery closes, it will mean an end of for the BNSF 

local that passes our museum in San Dimas. Pabst has 

an option to buy the Irwindale facility which opened in 

1980. Prior to the brewery, the site was home to  

Irwindale Raceway.  

BNSF GP60s 196, 163 and 182 leading the local 

through San Dimas on its way to Irwindale on Decem-

ber 28, 2016. ïAndrew Novak Photo 
 

VTA Light-Rail adjustments: On December 28, 

2019, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

(VTA) made several changes to their transit service in 

and around San Jose, including to their light rail lines. 

They began operation of a new Orange Line which 

operates from Mountain View to Alum Rock Transit 

Center in San Jose. The Blue Line, which previously 

operated from Alum Rock to Santa Teresa, was cut 

back from Alum Rock to Baypointe Station. The Green 

Line, Mountain View-Winchester Line, was shortened 

to end at Old Ironside in Santa Clara instead of Moun-

tain View.  

SP&S 539 going home: In late January, crews began 

moving former Spokane, Portland & Seattle (SP&S)  

2-8-2 539 from Williams, Arizona to Kalama, Wash-

ington. The 2-8-2 was built in 1917 by ALCO for the 

Northern Pacific and in 1944 it was sold to the SP&S. 

The locomotive was retired on October 4, 1957, and 

donated to the City of Vancouver, Washington, where 

it was on static display in Esther Park.  
 

In 1997, the 539 was sold into private ownership and 

moved to Battle Ground, Washington with plans to 

restore the locomotive to operate again. Those plans 

never materialized and in 2007, the 539 was sold to the 

Grand Canyon Railway and once again placed on static 

display.  
 

In July of 2019, a deal was reached between the Grand 

Canyon Railway and the Port of Kalama, Washington 

to bring the locomotive back to Washington State. 

Once it arrives at itôs new home, the 539 will become a 

display in the Port of Kalamaôs Interpretive Center.  

The 539ôs drivers are being loading onto a flat car in 

Williams, Arizona for transport to Washington (above) 

and below the 539 in Williams before the loading pro-

cess began. ïBoth photos from the Port of Kalama Fa-

cebook page.  
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Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks: 

We are working on stories on the following. Please 

contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos or 

information to contribute.  
 

-Black Hills Central Railroad 

-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs 

-Leonardôs M&O/Tandy Center Subway 

-Amtrak P30CHs 

-Iowa Traction 

-SP/Amtrak FP7s 

-Amtrakôs Spirit of California 

-Amtrakôs North Coast Hiawatha 

-Sioux Chief Traintel in Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
 

Thank you!  

 

News Briefs Continued 
  

SPH&TS Archives Sale: On Saturday, February 22, 

2020, the Southern Pacific Historical & Technical So-

ciety will be having an archives sale in Upland from 

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Items to be sold include timeta-

bles, magazines, books, photographs, paintings, model 

railroad equipment, and so much more. Some SP items 

will be included in the sale. You do not need to be an 

SPH&TS member to attend. The sale will be held at: 

 

The Theater Company Building 

1400 N Benson Ave 

Upland, CA 91786 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Train Days 2020: Train Days is returning to the San 

Bernardino County Museum in Redlands from March 

28, 2020 to April 5, 2020. Aside from the model rail-

roads that will be on site for the event, the museum is 

the permanent home for two pieces of historic railroad 

equipment. On display is former Southern Pacific (SP) 

2-8-0 2825 and former Santa Fe wood cupola caboose 

1333.  

The museum is located at: 

2024 Orange Tree Lane 

Redlands, CA 92374 

The museum is open from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Tues-

day through Sunday.  

SP 2825 at the San Bernardino County Museum.  

ïPhoto from the museumôs Facebook Page.  

ACE Saturday Service: On Saturday, September 7, 

2019, Altamont Corridor Express (ACE) began Satur-

day service between Stockton and San Jose. They have 

two trains that depart Stockton at 7:25 AM and 8:40 

AM and they depart San Jose at 3:50 PM and 5:00 PM. 

Previously, ACE had only operated rush hour service, 

Monday through Friday.  

ACE F40PH-3C 3102 at the Stockton ACE Station on 

March 11, 2005. The ACE Station in Stockton is also 

served by select Amtrak San Joaquin trains and was 

originally the Southern Pacific Station.  

ïAndrew Novak Photo 
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Above: Pacific Electric Deluxe Car 1000 is seen at the San Bernardino Station on September 11, 1938. The car was on Railroad 

Boosters excursion #11, the Orange Empire Trolley Trip. The 1000ôs car body is currently at the Orange Empire Railway Museum 

in Perris. ïRalph Melching Photo/Pacific Railroad Society Collection.  
 

Below: Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) CLRV # 4058 at the corner of Roncesvalles Ave and Queen St West in Toronto on Sep-

tember 1, 1983. TTC retired the last of the CLRV fleet in December 2019.  ïWilliam J Madden Photo 


