
     March 2020 

Santa Fe FP45 5943 is seen in Barstow, California along with an F45 and another FP45. The trio of EMD products 

are waiting for the westbound ñSuper Cò on February 26, 1972. The 5943 was built by EMD in December 1967 as 

103. The locomotive was renumbered several times during its career on the railroad and its final road number was 93. 

BNSF retired the locomotive in 1999, and donated it to the Great Plains Transportation Museum in Wichita, Kansas.  

ïJay Roberts Photo  
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 
 

March 16: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the 
April Issue (See contact information below). 
 

March 20: PRS Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San 
Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). 
 

April 1: April Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San 
Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). 
 

April 2: Wheel Clicks mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616. 
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)  
 

April 25: Fillmore & Western Excursion  
(Details on Page 3.) 
 
March Meeting Program by Russ Davies  

We'll be meeting at PRS Museum this evening. We have 

ongoing issues regarding an appropriate venue, both 

geography and cost related. We'll keep you posted.  
 

The Best of Dave Abbott! Leading up of the Summer of 2011 

we had been subtly (and in my case, NOT so subtly) trying to 

"Draft" Dave to finally agree to share his photographic 

treasures with us. Dave wasn't the type to crave the spotlight. 

Finally, he relented, and he presented the wonderful images 

we'll see tonight. So, sit back, and enjoy an hour or so of 

David Abbott's wonderful railroading "eye candy," vintage 

1951 - 1989! Be there, and bring digital briefs! 

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 

editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 

format may not be included since it would have to be re-

typed. Thank You!  
 

Andrew Novak - Editor  

P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) News 
 

Welcome New Members: 

Recently the PRS Board of Directors has voted in the 

following members:  
 

Amanda Novak-Murano 

Mickey Murano 

Brian Tracy 

Nicholas Curry 
 

Welcome Aboard!  

 

Museum Committee Chairperson: 

 

Director David Coscia has been appointed as Museum 

Committee Chairperson overseeing the Pacific Rail-

road Society Museum in San Dimas.  

Congratulations to David!  

Volunteers Needed!  

On April 19, 2020, the Heart of the Foothills, Golden 

Streets event will take place on Bonita Ave in front of 

our museum. For this event, Bonita will be closed to 

vehicle traffic to encourage walking and bicycling. The 

event runs from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM and we are plan-

ning to have the museum open! Please consider coming 

out to help us staff the museum and promote our organ-

ization.  
 

If you can volunteer that day, please email us at: 

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org or call us at: 

(909) 394-0616.  

 

For more information on the Golden Streets event visit 

them at 626GoldenStreets.com  

Excursion 558 Coming Soon!  
 

Fillmore Metrolink Express All day Saturday April 25, 2020. Two special charter trains--rare mileage! 
 

Itôs a go!  April 25, 2020.  PRS is planning an all rail excursion to Fillmore.  How may you ask? 

Weôll take a Metrolink special train from LA to Santa Paula, and then a special Fillmore & Western train pulled by 

their F-units from Santa Paula to Fillmore.  The Metrolink train will traverse freight only trackage from East Montalvo 

to Santa Paula. Schedule details are being firmed up, and will be announced soon.  This is also the Fillmore & Westernôs 

2020 RAILFEST where they will be running their steam train to Piru behind the 106 year old #14 Baldwin Steam Loco-

motive.  Order steam train tickets separately from their website or by phone for a discount.  
 

Adult Fares are $149 ($129 with PRS Member Discount) and Children ages 2-12 are $85.  

Tickets can be purchased on-line at: www.PacificRailroadSociety.org  
 

Checks can also be sent to the museum at: 210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.  

(Make checks payable to Pacific Railroad Society) 
 

Information email: PacificRRSociety@sbcglobal.net  

mailto:info@pacificrailroadsociety.org
626GoldenStreets.com
http://www.PacificRailroadSociety.org
mailto:PacificRRSociety@sbcglobal.net
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Challenger 4-6-6-4 Photos 

 

In the February 2020 issue, 

we mentioned the retire-

ment of  Union Pacific 

Challenger 3985. This 

month we have photos from 

the PRS Archives of other 

railroadôs Challengers.  

 

At Right: Rio Grande  

4-6-6-4 3708 at Salida, 

Colorado on  

August 18, 1954. 3708 was 

built by Baldwin in 1938 

and scrapped around 1955 

or 1956.  

.  ïNeal Miller Photo/PRS 

Archives 

Right: Western Pacific 4-6-

6-4 402 at the factory in 

1938. This was another 

ALCO product and was 

scrapped in 1952.  

 

ïPRS Archives 

Left:  Spokane, Portland & 

Seattle 4-6-6-4 900 presumably 

at the ALCO factory when new 

in 1937. The 900 was scrapped 

in 1960.   

ïWilliam K Barham Collection-

PRS Archives 
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News Briefs  
  

Seashoreôs New CLRV: Recently, the Seashore Trol-

ley Museum in Maine, announced that they will be re-

ceiving former Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) 

Canadian Light Rail Vehicle (CLRV) 4068. The 

CLRV fleet was retired by TTC at the end of 2019, and 

several have been donated to museums.  
 

Another CLRV saved: TTC CLRV 4178 has been 

donated to the Halton County Radial Railway Museum 

in Milton, Ontario, Canada. This particular CLRV was 

painted by local Toronto artists to celebrate 40 years of 

service on the TTC. The rainbow colored car was 

named ñA Streetcar Named Toronto.ò The 4178 joins 

sister CLRVs 4003, 4010, & 4039 the Halton County 

Radial Railway Museum.  

TTC 4178 being delivered to the Halton County Radial 

Railway Museum. ïTom Twigge Photo via Facebook 
 

Age of Steam Roundhouse: The Age of Steam 

Roundhouse museum in Sugarcreek, Ohio is selling 

two EMD SW1200s that have become surplus to the 

museumôs needs. The 1202 was built in 1954 and car-

ries serial number 19532; the 1205 was built in 1955 

and carries serial number 20637. The two locomotives 

were originally built for the Aliquippa & Southern 

(ALQS) which is a short line railroad in Aliquippa, 

Pennsylvania. After working the ALQS, the two loco-

motives were owned by the Ohio Central before com-

ing to the Age of Steam Roundhouse museum.  

 

 

P&SVRRôs new coach: The Placerville & Sacramento 

Valley Railroad (P&SVRR) has recently acquired for-

mer Southern Pacific (SP) commute coach 2110 from 

the City of Folsom, California. The 72-foot coach was 

built by Pullman in 1924 and retired by the SP in 1969. 

In 1970, the car was donated to the City of Folsom and 

placed on display. The car will need some restoration 

work before it can be placed in service, although it is in 

good shape. The car was donated to the excursion rail-

road which operates out of Folsom. The coach can seat  

90 people and will increase the capacity of the rail-

roadôs excursion trains.  

The 2110 in Folsom. ïPhoto from the P&SVRRs 

 Facebook page.  
 

WP&Yôs new locomotives: The White Pass & Yukon 

(WP&Y) operating out of Skagway, Alaska will be 

taking delivery of new locomotives for the railroad. 

The narrow gauge tourist railroad has ordered 10, 

E3000CC-DC locomotives from National Railway 

Equipment of Mt. Vernon, Illinois. The new locomo-

tives will be 65-feet long, 135 tons, and will provide 

3300 horse power. Six of the new locomotives should 

arrive this year, with the first one due in March. The 

remaining four will arrive sometime in 2021-2022. The 

first two locomotives will be painted in the classic yel-

low and green paint scheme, while the rest will be in a 

new black scheme, with a red stripe.  
 

Currently, the WP&Y has 17 locomotives, consisting 

of GE cab units and Montreal Locomotive Works 

(MLW)  DL535Es. The GEs are the oldest units, origi-

nally built in the 1950s and 1960s and the MLW units 

were built in the late 1960s and early 1980s.  

 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks: 

We are working on stories on the following. 

Please contact the editor, (see page 2), if you 

have photos or information to contribute.  
 

-Black Hills Central Railroad 

-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs 

-Leonardôs M&O/Tandy Center Subway 

-Amtrak P30CHs 

-Iowa Traction 

-SP/Amtrak FP7s 

-Amtrakôs Spirit of California 

-Amtrakôs North Coast Hiawatha 

-Sioux Chief Traintel in Sioux Falls,  

South Dakota 
 

Thank you!  

News Briefs Continued 
  

Some of the locomotives at the WP&Y have been taken out of service and are currently used for parts to keep the others 

operable. With the increased horsepower from the new locomotives, the railroad will be able to use fewer locomotives 

on each train. Some of the classic motive power will be kept by the railroad. It is unknown at this time what will happen 

to the rest of the fleet once the new locomotives arrive. -Information from the Skagway News.  

 

WP&Y GE cab unit number 100 (left) was built in 1966 and scrapped in 2015. WP&Y MLW 103 (right) 103 was built in 1969 and is 

still in service. ïBoth photo are from an unknown photographer 

COASTER Turns 25!: On February 27, 2020, COASTER celebrated their 25th Anniversary. The commuter service 

began on February 27, 1995 with six trains in the morning and six in the evening between San Diego and Oceanside. 

Since then the commuter operator has added 22 trains per day and added weekend service. Today COASTER has an 

annual ridership of more than 1.4 million and averages 4900 passengers on weekdays.  
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Above: New Orleans RTA car 907 is navigating Lee Circle in New Orleans, Louisiana on November 14, 1991. Car 907 is a 1924 

built Perley Thomas car that is still operating in New Orleans today.  ðA.J. Reinschmidt  Photo 
 

Below: New Orleans RTA car 952 on The Embarcadero at Don Chee Way about to make a trip to Fishermanôs Wharf on the F-Line 

on September 21, 2008. The 952 was also built by Perley Thomas, but in 1923. The 952 was retired in 1997 by the New Orleans 

RTA and has been on lease to San Francisco MUNI since 1998.  ïAndrew Novak Photo 
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Above: Sierra Railroad Baldwin S12 #44 leads a train  along Warnerville Road about 5 miles from Warnerville on April 4, 1989. 

The 44 was built in 1951 for Sharon Steel and was acquired by the Sierra in 1966. It was scrapped in 2008. ïJay Roberts Photo  
 

Below: Illinois Central Gulf (ICG) GE U30B #5005 is parked at Woodcrest, Illinois on June 10, 1978 in a very bold ICG orange 

paint scheme. The GE was built for Illinois Central in 1967 and in 1982 was sold to the Iowa Railroad becoming their 25. The loco-

motive was eventually scrapped.  ðA.J. Reinschmidt  Photo 


