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Denver & Rio Grande Western 5764 (F7A), leads the westbound California Zephyr at Grand Junction Colorado on 

May 26, 1969.  In less than a year, the California Zephyr would be discontinued, although Rio Grande continued oper-

ating the Rio Grande Zephyr from Salt Lake City, Utah to Denver Colorado until 1983.   

ïA.J. Reinschmidt Collection  
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

June 3: June Board Meeting 7:30 PM (Meeting may be 
conducted via telephone conference call.) 
 
June 19: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the July 
Issue (See contact information below). 
 

July 1: July Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in San 
Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). (Hopefully back at the 
museum.) 
 

July 2: Wheel Clicks mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616. 
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)  
 

 
Meetings Suspended 

Due to the current Coronavirus Pandemic, and the ñstay at 

homeò orders, Pacific Railroad Society has temporally 

suspended monthly membership meetings. Once this situation 

has passed, we plan to resume our monthly meetings.  

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 

editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 

format may not be included since it would have to be re-

typed. Thank You!  
 

Andrew Novak - Editor  

P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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The California Zephyr  

(A brief history - Part 1) 
 

By Andrew Novak 
 

The California Zephyr began operating on March 19, 

1949. The all streamlined train ran from Chicago, Illi-

nois to Oakland, California and was operated by three 

railroads. The Chicago Burlington & Quincy 

(Burlington) operated the train from Chicago to Den-

ver, Colorado, the Denver & Rio Grande Western 

(DRGW) operated the train from Denver to Salt Lake 

City, Utah and the Western Pacific (WP) from Salt 

Lake City to Oakland. The Zephyr was also one of the 

first long distance trains to offer vista dome cars which 

provided panoramic views of the rocky mountains. The 

trainôs primary competition was the City of San Fran-

cisco which operated from Chicago to Oakland over 

the historic Overland Route. The City of San Francisco 

was jointly operated by Chicago & Northwestern, later 

Milwaukee Road, Union Pacific, and Southern Pacific.  

Passenger trains struggled to survive in the 1960s and 

the California Zephyr was no exception. The WP ap-

plied to discontinue their portion of the train in 1966 

and the DRGW followed suit in 1969. In 1970, the In-

terstate Commerce Commission (ICC), approved WPôs 

request, and the last through Zephyr operated on March 

22, 1970. The ICC required the other two railroads to 

continue provide service from Chicago to Salt Lake 

City. The Burlington, now Burlington Northern, oper-

ated a train known as the California Service from Chi-

cago to Denver and the DRGW operated the Rio 

Grande Zephyr from Denver to Salt Lake City, The 

DRGW, in conjunction with the Southern Pacific, also 

offered a connecting train between Salt Lake City and 

Ogden, Utah so passengers continuing to Oakland 

could catch the City of San Francisco. This operated 

until the advent of Amtrak in May 1971.  

 

In Part 2, we will discuss Amtrak and the California 

Zephyr.  

Western Pacific 805-A (FP7), leads the eastbound California Zephyr across Altamont Pass in California in February 1970. The 

805-A was built by EMD in 1950 and currently resides at the Western Pacific Railroad Museum in Portola, California.                                                                                                                           

-Drew Jacksich Photo 
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The California Zephyr (Continued) 

Right: DRGW 5771 (F9A) leads 

the Rio Grande Zephyr as it ar-

rives in Provo, Utah on July 7, 

1975. The 5771 is now on display 

at the Colorado Railroad Museum 

in Golden Colorado.  

-Bill Farmer Photo 

Left: Southern Pacific 6447 (FP7) 

leads a very short Rio Grande 

Zephyr through Becks, Utah on 

May 19, 1970. This is actually the 

connecting train that operated 

between Salt Lake City and Ogden 

for passengers connecting with the 

City of San Francisco.  

-Roger Puta Photo 

Left: DRGW dome-obs Silver Sky, 

brings up the rear of the Rio 

Grande Zephyr at Grand Junction, 

Colorado in February 1980. 

Grand Junction was a service stop 

for the train.   

-Roger Puta Photo 
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Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) News 
 

Museum still closedé 
 

Our museum in San Dimas is still closed in compliance 

with the Los Angeles County health orders. While 

some of the restrictions imposed during the Corona-

virus pandemic have been eased, museums have not 

been given a time line yet for re-opening. We are con-

tinuing to monitor the situation and hope we can  

reopen our doors soon. Rest assured, when we do  

reopen, we will adhere to county and CDC guidelines 

for providing a safe environment for our volunteer staff 

and visitors.  

 

News Briefs  
  

Pabst Coming Soon: In early May, Pabst Brewing 

announced they were acquiring the former Miller 

Brewery in Irwindale from Molson-Coors. The brew-

ery is the last industry located along the former Santa 

Fe Second District and the BNSF local that serves it 

passes our museum in San Dimas.     
 

Pabst expects to finalize the purchase by the end of the 

year. The new owner plans to reduce the number of 

employees and also plans to sub-divide some of the 

land around the brewery to help finance the purchase. 

With the facility continuing to produce beer, it is hoped 

the local will continue to operate.  

(Information from the San Gabriel Valley Tribune)  

 

Santa Fe power is tied up to the left in Irwindale on March 

29, 1985. In the distance you can see the Miller Brewery and 

on the left is the 210 Freeway. This scene looks very differ-

ent today. The BNSF is now to the right of the photographer 

and their track ends about where he is standing. The main-

line he is standing on is now the Metro Gold Line.  

ïJay Roberts Photo 

C&O SD40 saved: Recently, the CSX Transportation 

Company delivered restored Chesapeake & Ohio 

(C&O) SD40 7534 to the Chesapeake & Ohio Histori-

cal Society. The 7534 was built by EMD in 1971 and 

was later renumbered 8393 and 4617 by CSX before 

being retired. CSX donated the locomotive in 2017, 

and before delivering it, they did a complete restora-

tion, including returning it to C&O colors. CSX com-

pleted this work at their Huntington Locomotive Shop 

in Huntington, West Virginia. The unit is now at the 

C&O Historical Society in Valley Forge, Virginia.   

(Information from Trains Magazine online and C&O 

Historical Society Facebook Page.) 

7534 after being delivered to Valley Forge  

ïPhoto from CSX Twitter 

White Pass & Yukon (WP&Y)3001 arrives in Alaska after 

making the trip from National Railway Equipment in Mt. 

Vernon, Illinois. See Wheel Clicks March 2020 for details on 

these new units.   ïWP&Y Facebook Photo 
 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks: 

We are working on stories on the following. Please 

contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos 

or information to contribute.  
 

-Black Hills Central Railroad 

-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs 

-Leonardôs M&O/Tandy Center Subway 

-Amtrak P30CHs 

-Iowa Traction 

-SP/Amtrak FP7s 

-Amtrakôs Spirit of California 

-Amtrakôs North Coast Hiawatha 

-Sioux Chief Traintel in Sioux Falls,  

South Dakota 

Thank you!  

News Briefs Continued 
  

Amfleet Cars Sold: The Rail Excursion Management 

Company (Railexco) recently purchased three Amtrak 

Amfleet cars. These are the first of the Amtrak Amfleet 

cars to be sold to a private company. At the time of 

press, it was not known which two coaches and  caf® 

car were purchased by Railexco. Railexco plans to use 

these cars on various excursion trains they operate, 

mostly in the midwest and east coast. The first group of 

Amfleet cars, known as Amfleet Iôs, were built by 

Budd between 1974 and 1977 The second group, 

(Amfleet IIôs) were built between 1980 and 1983. It is 

presumed the cars Railexco got were Amfleet I cars. 

(Information from Railfan and Railroad Magazine 

online) 

A post card with an artist rendition of the new Amfleet Cars! 

 

Temporary Platform: Recently, Amtrak gondola 

15932 was used as a temporary platform in Halethorpe, 

Maryland. Trackwork forced the closure of two tracks 

in the station and the gondola, along with ramps acted 

as a temporary platform. (Photo below and information 

from George Pitz via Facebook) 

News Briefs Continued 
  

ALCO HH660 saved: Genesee Valley Transportation 

(GVT) has recently acquired former Delaware, Lacka-

wanna & Western (DL&W) ALCO HH660 409. The 

409 was built in 1940 and the HH series of  switchers 

were the first diesel-electrics built by ALCO. The 409 

eventually became Eire Lackawanna 324 before being 

retired. This historic locomotive went on to several 

owners in the Midwest including RELCO locomotives 

where it carried number 603. It was also owned by a 

scrap yard before going to the GVT. The GVT plans to 

restore and operate the 80 year old ALCO. The GVT 

operates several short lines in the northeast part of the 

country in western & central New York and northeast 

Pennsylvania. The GVT prefers to use ALCO or Mon-

treal Locomotive Works motive power. (Information 

from the GVT Facebook page) 

 

To show what an ALCO HH660 looks like, here we see SP 

HH660 1001 in Oakland in 1963. ïKyle Brewster  Photo/

Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society Collection. 
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Above: Los Angeles Transit Lines 1215 prepares to cross the Santa Fe Harbor District tracks in Inglewood. This is May 21, 1955, 

the last day for streetcars on the 5 Line. The new Metro Crenshaw light rail lines passes this same location.  

ðF. Waddingham Photo/Andrew Novak Collection 
 

Below: Former Yakima Valley Transportation Company 297 on a flat car being delivered to the Orange Empire Railway Museum 

in Perris on December 15, 1985. The 297 was built in 1923 for the Glendale & Montrose. ïWilliam D. Volkmer Photo 
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Above: UP 258 (B23-7R) leads a train along the former Tidewater Southern at Sims on September 18, 1989. Sims is located be-

tween Stockton and Escalon, California. The 258 was delivered new to Missouri Pacific in 1980 as their 4668. UP later converted 

the 258 in a remote control unit numbered UPY 125.  ïJay Roberts Photo  
 

Below: Amtrak 52 (P42DC) leads the eastbound California Zephyr, Train 6, at Winnemucca, Nevada on April 30, 2020. The train 

arrived at the station about 20 minutes ahead of schedule and during the stop a crew change was made. The new crew will take the 

train to Salt Lake City, Utah. The ultimate destination of the train is Chicago. ðEddie Anthony Photo 


