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Southern Pacific (SP) 3197 (GP40P-2) in Bi-Centennial paint leads the westbound San Francisco Zephyr. The 3197 is 

one of two SP helpers on the train, the second is SP 9242 (SD45T-2). The train is just above Stanford Curve after  

departing Truckee on September 1, 1980.    

–Albert E. Novak Photo  
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

July 1: July Board Meeting 7:30 PM (Meeting may be 
conducted via telephone conference call.) 
 
July 17: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the 
August Issue (See contact information below). 
 

August 5: August Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum in 
San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). (Hopefully back at the 
museum.) 
 

August 6: Wheel Clicks mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616. 
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)  
 

 
Meetings Suspended 

Due to the current Coronavirus Pandemic, and the “stay at 

home” orders, Pacific Railroad Society has temporally 

suspended monthly membership meetings. Once this situation 

has passed, we plan to resume our monthly meetings.  

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 

editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 

format may not be included since it would have to be re-

typed. Thank You!  
 

Andrew Novak - Editor  

P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) News 
 

Thank You! 
 

Our recent appeal to the membership for donations has been 

successful and we have raised some more money to keep the 

society going. Here is a list of those who donated! We thank 

you again for you generous donations!  
 

Rick Reyes 

Chris A. Le Donne 

Randall Scott 

Donna L. Peterson 

Richard R. Donat 

Bruce Shelton 

Michael Slane 

Robert C. Johnson 

John W. Maltsberger 

Robert A. Papet 

Richard R. Pendleton 

Gregory E. Nelson 

Gerald J. Pass 

John L. Bateman 

Rudolf Ziesenhenne 

Richard W. Movius 

Gordon D. Nunnally 

William F. Marquart 

Jack Jeffrey Wells 

Stephanie Novak 

Robert C. Ray 

Leslie Mayer 

George E. Weiss 

B. Krause 

Alan P. Shadbourne 

Jerry Duncan 

Charles W. Gabel 

Charles L. Delp 

Dennis C. Gilkey 

Gary Kapic 

Wendy B. Taber 

John N. Berger 

Tenney Ford 

Jayne Barnhart 

John G. Tellez 

Peter A. Gigliotti 

Kelley and Joanne Smith 

Russell Hogue 

Michael J. Palmer  

Karen Workcuff  

Donald Hoke 

Leslie O’Dell 

 

THANK YOU!  

Just few more donations we are thankful for!  

 

Jay P. Roberts  

Claire Kinzinger  

Douglass H. Peterson  

Joseph A. Cammalleri  

Lucius Amrein  

Stanley D. Wilson  

 

THANK YOU!  
 

 

We’re Still Standing - Thanks to you! 

By Marti Ann Draper 
 

The early onslaught of the Covid-19 situation caught 

most people by surprise with its serious, long-range 

effects.   Due to the novel nature and unpredictable 

effects of the virus, many of our activities were shut 

down.   Metrolink looked at which services could be 

curtailed, eventually deciding that most runs would 

continue, although ridership took a deep cut.  This was 

strongly driven by the light number of automobiles on 

the freeways.  Amtrak’s ridership at first dove by al-

most 95%, and several Surfliners were cut from the 

schedule.   Long haul trains continued, but with sharply 

reduced consists and abbreviated food service.  Even 

freight was affected; imports from China briefly halted, 

and overall revenue went down, although express ship-

ping from internet purchases kept the numbers from 

being disastrous for the freights.  
 

Now, almost four months after the first tide, ridership 

is slowly inching up on Metrolink and Amtrak, so 

much so that one Surfliner has been restored to the 

timetable and cars have been added back to the long 

haul trains.  Now, there are enough patrons so that 

worries about how to keep them from crowding into 

each other’s “social distancing” space are a major con-

cern.  Although the safety of using passenger trains is 

on people’s minds as never before, the desirability of 

rail transportation still beckons.  With time, we know 

that ways will be found to ensure that folks can ride the 

trains again without fear of infection.  
 

In the middle of all this, Pacific Railroad Society 

marked its 84th birthday with no celebrations, no meet-

ings, and no excursions.  All had been banned for safe-

ty’s sake.  

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks: 

We are working on stories on the following. Please 

contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos 

or information to contribute.  
 

-Black Hills Central Railroad 

-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs 

-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway 

-Amtrak P30CHs 

-Iowa Traction 

-SP/Amtrak FP7s 

-Amtrak’s Spirit of California 

-Amtrak’s North Coast Hiawatha 

-Sioux Chief Traintel in Sioux Falls,  

South Dakota 

Thank you!  

We’re Still Standing - Continued 

 

The need to continue to maintain a bare bones presence 

was enough to bring us perilously close to fiscal anni-

hilation.   In simpler terms, we were almost broke.  

How could we continue to spread the word of railroad-

ing as a force in the world if we lost all our resources?  
 

The solution to this dire situation came in the form of 

our very own members, who rode to the rescue by do-

nating, at this very difficult time for them, enough cash 

to keep Pacific Railroad Society alive through the very 

darkest days.   That is right—we were saved by our 

own members, sacrificing their own means so that PRS 

would be around to enlighten future generations and to 

promote railroad adventures. 
 

Soon, we’ll be re-grouping.   As the world opens up to 

us, we’ll be holding our first official membership meet-

ing as soon as we can give notice and gather 25 healthy 

socially-distanced souls within earshot of each other.   

Then we’ll gradually take the steps necessary to pursue 

our mission in the years to come.  
 

I am so very touched by the outpouring of support you 

have given.  And I am extremely proud to be associated 

with one of the oldest—and most member-driven, spir-

ited groups of railfans to ever grace this earth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CDTX 2119 sits at Goleta with the consist of Amtrak 

763. Train 763 is now terminating at Goleta instead of 

San Luis Obispo due to low ridership. 

—Marti Ann Draper Photo 

News Briefs 

McCloud come back?: It was recently reported on 

Trainorders.com that crews are starting to work on the 

dormant McCloud Railway in northern California. It 

would appear that the current owners of the short line 

are considering opening the railroad back up between 

Mc Cloud and Mt Shasta for freight car storage. The 

report also noted crews working on making McCloud 

SD38 #38 operational again.   

Southern Montana Passenger Train: When Amtrak 

discontinued the North Coast Hiawatha in 1979, sever-

al cities in southern Montana were left without rail pas-

senger service including one of the largest cities in 

Montana, Billings and the state capitol, Helena.  Re-

cently, their has been renewed interest in bringing rail 

service back to southern Montana and the idea of train 

in the region is one step closer to reality.  

Dawson County and Sanders County have now joined 

Missoula County in supporting restored passenger ser-

vice and with these three counties on board, a rail au-

thority can be formed. The new rail authority would be 

able to lobby Amtrak for a return of service along with 

being able to seek federal funding. The rail authority 

can also seek public-private partnerships to fund the 

new service.  

While no route has been specified yet, it is likely the 

train would run in conjunction with the Empire Builder 

and would by-pass Butte and the closed Homestake 

Pass route the old North Coast Hiawatha used in the 

1970s.  (Information from kulr8.com - Billings, MT.) 

. 

kulr8.com
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The California Zephyr  

(A brief history - Part 2) 
 

By Andrew Novak 
 

On May 1, 1971, the National Railroad Passenger Cor-

poration (Amtrak) took over operation of the nation’s 

passenger trains. Originally, Amtrak planned to operate 

the California Zephyr over the Burlington Northern, 

(BN) from Chicago to Denver, the Denver & Rio 

Grande Western (DRGW) from Denver to Ogden, and 

over the Southern Pacific (SP) from Ogden to Oakland. 

There plans changed when DRGW chose not to join 

Amtrak and continued to operate the Rio Grande  

Zephyr from Denver to Salt Lake City.  
 

From May 1971 to June 1972, Amtrak operated the 

Zephyr as two trains. The Denver Zephyr ran daily 

from Chicago to Denver over the BN and the City of 

San Francisco (COSF), ran three times-a-week be-

tween Denver and Oakland. The Amtrak COSF operat-

ed on the Union Pacific from Denver to Ogden via Wy-

oming, and then on the SP from Ogden to Oakland.  

In June 1972, Amtrak consolidated the Denver Zephyr 

and the City of San Francisco into the new daily San 

Francisco Zephyr. The new San Francisco Zephyr con-

tinued to operate on the BN, UP, and SP; DRGW con-

tinued to operate the Rio Grande Zephyr between Den-

ver and Salt Lake City. The Rio Grande Zephyr depart-

ed Denver on Monday, Thursday and Saturday and 

departed Salt Lake City on Tuesday, Friday and Sun-

day. DRGW used Wednesday to service the set of 

equipment. In 1980, the DRGW offered limousine ser-

vice to passengers connecting between the Rio Grande 

Zephyr in Salt Lake City and the San Francisco Zephyr 

in Ogden.  
 

In 1977, Amtrak added the Pioneer for passengers con-

necting to the Zephyr from Portland; and in 1979, the 

Desert Wind, to connect Zephyr passengers destined 

for Los Angeles. In 1983, DRGW opted to join Amtrak 

ending the Rio Grande Zephyr.  
 

In Part 3, we will look at the end of the Rio Grande 

Zephyr, and Amtrak’s new California Zephyr in the 

1980s and 1990s. (Future parts will include  

The Pioneer and Desert Wind.) 

Southern Pacific 6448 (FP7), leads the eastbound San Francisco Zephyr out of Sacramento California on June 19, 1972.              

-Bill Farmer Photo 
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The California Zephyr (Continued) 

Right: Amtrak 621 and 585 

(SDP40Fs) lead Amtrak Train #6, 

the San Francisco Zephyr, as it 

passes through Blue Canyon,   

California in December 1977.   

-Drew Jacksich Photo 

Left: BN 9973 (E8A) with Amtrak 

Train #6, the Denver Zephyr, east-

bound between Plano and Sand-

wich, IL at milepost 54.1 in       

January 1972.  

-Roger Puta Photo 

Left: DRGW 5771 (F9A) on the 

point of the Rio Grande Zephyr on 

April 8, 1983. The train is prepar-

ing for one of its final departures 

from Salt Lake City.  

-Photographer Unknown/         

Andrew Novak Collection 
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Above: Passengers from PRS Excursion 95 are seen wandering around Pacific Electric’s Fairbanks Yard on October 16, 1955. The 

trip that day was a “Big Red Cars” excursion and included Long Beach, San Pedro, and Bellflower.   

—F. Waddingham Photo/Andrew Novak Collection 
 

Below: Santa Clara County Transit LRV 808 is brand new when this photo was taken on September 30, 1987. Service on the San 

Jose light rail began on December 11, 1987. Car 808 was retired in 2003 and sold to Sacramento RT. –William D. Volkmer Photo 
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Above: Santa Fe 804 (C40-8W) leads the westbound QNYLA near Esperanza in June 1993. This General Electric locomotive was 

built in 1992 and later became BNSF 804. In 2010, the BNSF sold the 804 to Canadian National and it became their 2137.  

 –Keith Ogle Photo  
 

Below: Santa Fe 5357 (SD45u) leads a northbound trailer train down the middle of Q Street on February 26, 1988. This photo was 

taken just north of the Santa Fe depot and the area has radically changed. The tracks are no longer in the street and Santa Fe’s 

successor, BNSF, now enjoys a private right-of-way through here. —Albert E. Novak Photo 


