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HLCX (Helm Leasing) 4204 (GP40) brings a short train of covered hoppers across the Columbia River near Kettle 

Falls, Washington on July 2, 2020. The train is on the Kettle Falls International Railway and is bound for Kettle Falls. 

For more information on the history of this locomotive, see page 4.  

ïJoshua Thurman Photo  
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reopen when it is safe for our volunteers and members of 
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Board of Directors of Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. 
 

President ..................................................... Marti Ann Draper 
Vice President ................................................ Andrew Novak 
Secretary............................................................... Rick Reyes 
Treasurer ........................................................ Virginia Grupp 
Director (2017-2020) ......................................... Barry Draper 
Director (2017-2020) ........................................ David Coscia 
Director (2018-2021) ........................................... John Tellez 
Director (2018-2021) ......................................... Mark Abbott 
Director (2019-2022) ........................................ Albert Novak 
 

www.pacificrailroadsociety.org 

info@pacificrailroadsociety.org  
 

Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

August 5: August Board Meeting 7:30 PM (Meeting may be 
conducted via telephone conference call.) 
 
August 14: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the 
September Issue (See contact information below). 
 

August 14: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM 
 

September 2: September Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the 
Museum in San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). 
(Hopefully back at the museum.) 
 

September 3: Wheel Clicks mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616. 
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)  
 

September ?: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM  
(May be 2nd or 3rd Tuesday, please check RL&HS website) 
 
Monthly Meetings Gone Virtual 

We have been invited to attend the virtual meetings hosted by  

The Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, Southern 

California Chapter (R&LHS). On page three you will find 

information on how to attend their meetings and a schedule of 

future meetings.  

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 

editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 

format may not be included since it would have to be re-

typed. Thank You!  
 

Andrew Novak - Editor  

P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) News 
 

Welcome New Members!  
 

At our July 1, 2020 board meeting we voting in two new 

members, one is new to us and one is an old friend who has 

returned. Welcome aboard!  
 

Ulises Flotte 

Rolland Graham 

 

July issue, department of corrections 
 

On page 8 of the July Issue, I failed to note that the 

photo of Santa Fe 5357 was taken in Fresno,  

California.  
 

RL&HS Virtual Meetings 
 

We will be having shared meetings with the RL&HS. 

We are working on a schedule where PRS will present 

a program every other month. Go to RailMeeting.org 

which links to the clubs Zoom meeting room. The vir-

tual doors open at 7:15 PM (Pacific Time) and the 

meetings begin at 7:30 PM.   
 

Tentative Meeting Schedule: 

Friday August 14, 2020: PRS Program 

RL&HS will present a program on the 2nd or 3rd 

Tuesday in September, please check their website for 

exact date. ǊŀƛƭƎƛŀƴǘǎΦƻǊƎκŜǾŜƴǘ-ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦƘǘƳ  
 

For the August meeting, Harvey Laner will be present-

ing the program. Harvey Laner moved to Los Angeles 

from Chicago in August of 1953 at fourteen years of 

age.  Pacific Electric passenger service was in itôs final 

months, passing to Metropolitan Coach Lines in Octo-

ber of that year.  The six remaining lines of the once 

vast Pacific Electric Red Car rail network were moved 

under the Metropolitan Coach Lines banner.  Harvey 

shares his experiences through photographs, slides and 

movies from his collection, as one-by-one the rail lines 

were converted to buses.  PEôs freight business of the 

mid-1950s is covered, featuring movies of the 1600 

series electric freight motors still hard at work in the 

period just before dieselization.  By the time the Los 

Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority took over from 

Metropolitan Coach Lines in 1958, the Hollywood 

Blvd and Glendale-Burbank Lines were gone, leaving 

only the Bellflower, San Pedro, Watts Local and Long 

Beach Lines.  The program chronicles the events lead-

ing up to April 9, 1961, the last day of the red cars in  

Southern California.  

News Briefs 

Coaster orders new cars: In early July, the North 

County Transit District, signed an agreement with 

Bombardier Transportation for 11 new cars for the 

Coaster commuter service, which operates between 

Oceanside and San Diego. These 11 cars will allow the 

agency to operate additional service. This 11 car order 

will include 8 coaches and 3 cab cars. There is also an 

option to buy 27 additional cars.  

(Information and photo from gonctd.com)  

Museum in a box car?: Yes, that is the plan for the 

Conrail Historical Society (CRHS). The CRHS has 

recently received an 86-ft auto parts box car from 

CSX. The car, #295633, was built in 1970 for the Penn 

Central and then went on to Conrail and eventually 

CSX before being retired. The CRHS plans to move 

the car to Shippensburg, Pennsylvania where it will 

become a museum and archive.  

(Information from Railfan & Railroad magazine and 

photo from thecrhs.org)  

RailMeeting.org
railgiants.org/event-schedule.htm
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Kettle Falls International Railway 

By Andrew Novak 

Photos by Joshua Thurman 
 

On July 2, 2020, PRS member Joshua Thurman visited 

the Kettle Falls International Railway (KFR) in Kettle 

Falls, Washington. The KFR currently operates over 44 

miles of a former BNSF, originally Great Northern, 

branch in Washington State that crosses the border and 

serves a city in British Columbia, Canada. The KFR 

interchanges with the BNSF at Chenwelah, Washing-

ton, and continues through Kettle Falls, and ends in 

Grand Forks, British Columbia in Canada. The KFR is 

owned by short line operator OmniTRAX.  
 

While in the area, Joshua, saw five of the railroadôs 

locomotives, four in the yard at Kettle Falls, and one 

out of the railroad. In the column to the right are the 

histories of the locomotives he saw.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LTEX 3010 (Larryôs Truck Electric) 

EMD GP40-2 Built December 1968 

Ex-Soo Line 2057, nee Milwaukee Road 2057 
 

OMLX 3600 (OmniTRAX) 

EMD GP35 Built December 1964 

Ex-HBRY 3600, exx-CKRY 2503, exxx-SP 6600, nee 

SP 7703 (This appears to be a parts source for KFR). 
 

HLCX 3845 (Helm Leasing) 

EMD GP38-2 Built September 1972 

Ex-UP 481, exx-SP 4857, exxx-SP 162, exxxx-CSX 

2592, exxxxx-Seaboard System 4082, nee L&N 4082 
 

HLCX 4204 (Helm Leasing) 

EMD GP40 Built March 1971 

Ex-HATX 518, exx-CSX 6548, nee-B&O 3772 
 

HLCX 4205 (Helm Leasing) 

EMD GP40 Built July 1971 

Ex-HATX 521, exx-CSX 6830, nee-C&O 4075 
 

Abbreviations: 

HBRY: Hudson Bay Railway (Former OmniTRAX) 

CKRY: Central Kansas Railway 

SP: Southern Pacific 

L&N: Louisville & Nashville 

HATX: Helm Leasing  

B&O: Baltimore & Ohio 

C&O: Chesapeake & Ohio. 

HLCX 3845, LTEX 3010, and HLCX 4205 (left) are all in a row in Kettle Falls Washington. OMLX 3600 (right) is still painted for 

the Hudson Bay Railway and appears to be providing parts for the other KFR locomotives. The Hudson Bay Railway was owned by 

OmniTRAX for several years.  
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The California Zephyr  

(A brief history - Part 3) 
 

By Andrew Novak 
 

In 1983, the Denver & Rio Grande Western (DRGW)  

decided to join Amtrak and end operation of the Rio 

Grande Zephyr. The railroad sited continued losses in 

operating the train. April 25, 1983 was the date select-

ed to end the Rio Grande Zephyr and for Amtrak to re-

route their train from the Union Pacific (UP) in Wyo-

ming to the DRGW between Denver and Salt Lake 

City.  
 

On April 16, 1983, a massive landslide at the town of 

Thistle, Utah, closed the DRGW mainline. The last 

train to pass through Thistle before the tracks closed 

was the westbound Rio Grande Zephyr on April 14, 

1983. As a result of the slide and mainline closure, 

DRGW freight traffic was diverted over the UP in Wy-

oming and the Rio Grande Zephyr equipment also had 

to detour over the UP to return to Denver. DRGW op-

erated a shortened Rio Grande Zephyr between Denver 

and Grand Junction until the last day of operation on 

April 24, 1983.  

DRGW ended up relocating their main line around the 

landslide and the town of Thistle was basically wiped 

off the map. Amtrak continued to detour the San Fran-

cisco Zephyr over the UP until the repairs were com-

pleted. On July 16, 1983, Amtrakôs new California 

Zephyr began operating over the DRGW between Den-

ver and Salt Lake City. Later in 1983, Amtrak eliminat-

ed the stop in Ogden and made Salt Lake City the con-

necting point for the Pioneer and Desert Wind. With 

the elimination of the Ogden stop, the Zephyr, could 

now use the former Western Pacific line out of Salt 

Lake City and end the use of Southern Pacificôs Lucian 

Cutoff route over the Great Salt Lake.  
 

In Part 4, we will look at Amtrakôs  California Zephyr 

through the 1990s. Part 5 will look at the train into the 

current century. After that we will take a look at the 

two connecting trains to Amtrakôs California Zephyr, 

the Pioneer from Seattle and the Desert Wind from Los 

Angeles. Both of these trains have there own unique 

histories that should be included when discussing 

Amtrakôs California Zephyr. Stay tuned!  

Union Pacific 9003 (GP40X), leads the San Francisco Zephyr into Denver Union Station in October 1982.                                     

-Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection 



6 August 2020 WHEEL CLICKS  

The California Zephyr (Continued) 

Right: Amtrak 222 and 284 

(F40PHs) lead Amtrak Train #5, 

the California Zephyr, as it passes 

through Emigrant Gap on Donner 

Pass, February 16, 1985.    

-Albert Novak Photo 

Left: The eastbound San Francisco 

Zephyr is making a stop in Colfax, 

California in this photo from July 

13, 1981. By this time the train 

was equipped with shinny new 

Superliners.   

-Tom Dorsey Collection 

Left: Amtrak 390 (F40PH) is on 

the point of the eastbound Califor-

nia Zephyr on September 4, 1989. 

The train is passing under the 

Glenshire Drive bridge just east of 

Truckee, California. To the left of 

the train is the Truckee River.  

-Albert Novak Photo 
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Lookout Mountain Incline Railway 
 

The Lookout Mountain Incline Railway is a one mile in-

cline railway that operates from the historic St. Elmo 

Neighborhood of Chattanooga, Tennessee, to the top of 

Lookout Mountain. The standard gauge railway has a 

maximum grade of 72.7%, making it one of the steepest 

passenger railways in the world.  
 

The railway was opened on November 16, 1895 by the 

Chattanooga Incline and Lake Luna Railway. It was actu-

ally the second incline in the area, although the first in-

cline railway was removed in the early 1900s. Today, the 

railway is operated by the Chattanooga Area Regional 

Transportation Authority (CARTA) and provides spectac-

ular views of the city and the Tennessee River. The newest 

cars on the line were delivered to the railway in March of 

2020 and were built by the Otis Elevator Company.  
 

www.ridetheincline.com 
 

Above: The Lookout Mountain Incline Railway station on 

St Elmo Avenue in 1957. This is at the bottom of the hill.   

ðEd Von Nordeck Photo 
 

Left: One of two recently-delivered cars is seen here at the 

mid-point of the line on July 2, 2020. Due to the pandemic 

and the closure of the railway, these cars had only been in 

service for four days when this picture was taken.  

ïScott Inman Photo 

http://www.ridetheincline.com
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Above: A preview of the August 14th show. Metropolitan Coach Lines (MCL) 311 is inbound on the Long Beach line passing MCL 

407, outbound on the San Pedro Line on the Southern District Four Tracks. The view is looking north at Slauson Junction on  

December 11, 1955.ðHarvey Laner Photo 
 

Below: Utah Railway 9148, 9150, & 9143 (SD45s) pass the Utah Railway engine house in Helper, Utah on July 15, 1986. These 

units were leased by the Utah Railway from the Southern Pacific via Helm Leasing.  ðAlbert E. Novak Photo 


