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Amtrak 378 (F40PHR) leads the westbound California Zephyr at Sacramento, California on August 19, 1992. The edi-

tor and his family have just arrived on this train from Chicago and are heading for the San Joaquin bus connection and 

home after a vacation to Niagara Falls. Amtrak 378 was built with components from trade-in SDP40F 517. After being 

retired from Amtrak, the 378 was rebuilt with a shortened nose and front platform. It operated on the Canadian Ameri-

can Railroad as their 456 and then onto the San Luis Rio Grande as their 456.  It was last seen in North Carolina in 

2019, still in San Luis Rio Grande colors.  

–Albert Novak Photo  
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Pacific Railroad Society Museum 

210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.  
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

September 2: September Board Meeting 7:30 PM (Meeting 
may be conducted via telephone conference call.) 
 

September 8: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM 
 

September 16: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for 
the October Issue (See contact information below). 
 

October 1: Wheel Clicks mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616. 
(The mailing parties are now on Thursday!)  
 

October 7: October Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the Museum 
in San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). (Hopefully back at 
the museum.) 
 

October 9: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM 
 
In Person Meetings Suspended 

We have been invited to attend the virtual meetings hosted by  

The Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, Southern 

California Chapter (R&LHS). On page three you will find 

information on how to attend their meetings and a schedule of 

future meetings.  

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 

editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 

format may not be included since it would have to be re-

typed. Thank You!  
 

Andrew Novak - Editor  

P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) News 
 

RL&HS Virtual Meetings 
 

We will be having shared meetings with the RL&HS. 

We are working on a schedule where PRS will present 

a program every other month. Go to RailMeeting.org 

which links to the clubs Zoom meeting room. The vir-

tual doors open at 7:15 PM (Pacific Time) and the 

meetings begin at 7:30 PM.  The password is 3450. 
 

Meeting Schedule for the balance of 2020: 

Tuesday September 8, 2020: RL&HS Program 

Friday October 9, 2020: PRS Program 

Tuesday November 10, 2020: RL&HS Program 

Friday December 11, 2020: PRS Program 
 

During the October meeting, we will be counting PRS 

Ballots from earlier this year. If you are still holding a 

ballot, please make sure it is mailed the museum in San 

Dimas, by September 30, 2020.  
 

September Program:  

RL&HS member Mike Colby presents: The Last Best 

Transcontinental Train of North America. Mike will be 

presenting his 2006 journey on VIA Train Number 1 

from Toronto to Vancouver BC. His rail trip time was 

3 days, 8 hours, and 42 minutes and it was 4,466 kilo-

meters or 2,775 miles long.  
 

October Program:  

Our newsletter editor, Andrew Novak, has agreed to 

present the program at our meeting on October 9, 2020. 

While the details are yet to be finalized, it will likely 

be a southern California themed show. Details in the 

October Issue of Wheel Clicks.  

 

Sneak peak at the October program… 

Santa Fe 300 (F7A) in San Diego, with a early Amtrak 

San Diegan in June 1973. –Bruce Petty Photo 

News Briefs 

Amtrakôs new look: Amtrak recently unveiled their 

new Phase VI paint scheme which will be used on a 

group of Siemens Chargers being built for long dis-

tance trains. The new Chargers are expected to replace 

the existing fleet of GE P42s used on the long distance 

trains. (Information and photo from Amtrak)  

 

Paxrail buys Ocean View: Chicago based private car 

owner Paxrail, recently announced they had purchased 

former Amtrak full-length dome Ocean View. The car 

was built by Budd in 1955 for Great Northern and used 

on the Empire Builder. It was transferred to Burlington 

Northern and then to Amtrak in 1971. The car was the 

last dome in the Amtrak fleet and was used in limited 

service. Amtrak officially retired the car in 2018. It 

was used on the PRS Big Dome to the Bay trip in 2010 

and our 75th Anniversary trip to Bakersfield in 2011.  

Amtrak dome Ocean View and PRS National Forum, 

are seen here at the Jack London Square Station on 

January 18, 2010. This rainy day photo was taken dur-

ing our Big Dome to the Bay trip.  

–Andrew Novak Photo 

RailMeeting.org
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Orange Belt Stages closes 

By Andrew Novak 
 

On July 31, 2020, one of California’s oldest bus com-

panies, Orange Belt Stages (OBS), ceased operation. 

The Visalia-based company was incorporated in 1934, 

but can trace it’s origins to 1916.  Since the early 

1980s, OBS had been one of the contract operators of 

Amtrak Thruway bus service connecting to the San 

Joaquin trains. Most recently, the company operated 

Route 18A from Santa Maria to Hanford and Route 

18B from Hanford to Visalia. In years past they also 

operated Amtrak routes from Bakersfield to Barstow, 

and Bakersfield to Barstow. They also operated some 

service along the coast from Santa Barbara to San Luis 

Obispo and San Luis Obispo to Hanford in the 1990s.  

Aside from Amtrak Thruway, OBS also operated line 

runs and charter service. Their last line run, Visalia to 

Las Vegas via Bakersfield and Barstow, was canceled 

in August 2017.  
 

With the Coronavirus pandemic, OBS, along with all 

the other charter bus operators in the United States, are 

suffering from a lack of business. With the state of Cal-

ifornia canceling funding for Thruway Routes 18A and 

18B, OBS could no longer stay in business.  

News Briefs Continued 

BNSF GP38AC: Recently, The Center for Transporta-

tion and Commerce in Galveston, Texas, received for-

mer BNSF 2127 (GP38AC). This EMD product was 

built in 1971 for the Saint Louis-San Francisco 

(Frisco) as their 650. When the Burlington Northern 

(BN) merged with the Frisco, it became BN 2127. The 

locomotive still wears its BN green. (Information and 

photo from the museumôs Facebook page) 

Mark Twain Zephyr: The Wisconsin Great Northern 

Railroad (WGN) in Trego, Wisconsin, has acquired the 

former Burlington Mark Twain Zephyr train set. The 

Mark Twain Zephyr was one of nine articulated train 

sets built for the Burlington in 1935. The train initially 

operated from St. Louis, Missouri to Burlington, Io-

wa via Hannibal, Missouri. Hannibal was Mark 

Twain’s home town, hence the name. The Burlington 

retired the set in the 1958 and in 1959 sold it into  

private ownership. Over the years in changed hands 

many times and fell into disrepair. The WGN pur-

chased the set and plans to restore and operate it on 

their line. In August, the first car from the train was 

moved from East St Louis to Wisconsin. To learn more 

about the project visit: www.MarkTwainZephyr.com   

(Information and photo from WGNôs Facebook page) 

Orange Belt Stages MCI 220 is parked at the Santa Barbara 

Amtrak Station on October 29, 1990. This is a celebration 

for the new Santa Barbara to San Luis Obispo Thruway 

service operated by Orange Belt. At the same time, Thruway 

service from San Luis Obispo to Hanford was started and 

OBS maintained a small facility in San Luis Obispo to ser-

vice the buses used on this service.  

 

Photographer Unknown, Andrew Novak Collection 

http://www.MarkTwainZephyr.com
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The California Zephyr  

(A brief history - Part 4) 
 

By Andrew Novak 
 

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, Amtrak’s California 

Zephyr was one of the longest trains on the Amtrak 

system because it included all the cars for the Pioneer 

and Desert Wind and could average 16 cars out of Chi-

cago. With the extra cars, Amtrak required additional 

locatives to get the train over the Rio Grande’s Moffat 

Tunnel route between Denver and Salt Lake City. The 

extra-long train slowed service and affected the con-

necting trains return schedules. To correct this, in June 

1991, Amtrak began splitting off the Pioneer in Denver 

instead of Salt Lake City. The Pioneer then operated 

over the Union Pacific from Denver and began serving 

a portion of Wyoming that had been without passenger 

rail service since 1983 when the San Francisco Zephyr 

was re-routed. This change also meant the Pioneer 

would no longer stop in Salt Lake City, although a bus 

connection was provided from Salt Lake City to Ogden 

for Pioneer passengers.  

On October 17, 1989, a magnitude 6.9 earthquake 

struck the San Francisco Bay Area. The Loma Prieta 

earthquake caused significant damage across the region 

and also damaged Southern Pacific’s 16th Street Sta-

tion in Oakland, which was the western terminus of the 

California Zephyr. The damage to the 1912-built sta-

tion was significant enough to deem the building 

“unsafe,” and Amtrak opened a temporary station in a 

trailer next to the building.  
 

Amtrak’s new Emeryville Station opened on August 

13, 1993, just north of Oakland, and this new station 

replaced the old 16th Street Station. The 16th Street 

Station officially closed on August 5, 1994. The tracks 

in front of 16th Street were relocated to make way for 

Interstate 880, which replaced the Cypress Street via-

duct which collapsed in the earthquake. After 16th 

Street closed, the Zephyr now terminated at the Em-

eryville station. The western terminus of the train 

would not stay long in Emeryville, and in Part 5 we 

will look at the next phase in the history of this train.   

Amtrak 302 (F40PH) leads the westbound California Zephyr through Soda Springs, California on March 12, 1995.                                     

-Albert Novak Photo 
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The California Zephyr (Continued) 

Right: Amtrak 650 (GP40) is be-

ing taken off the westbound  

California Zephyr at Denver on 

August 18, 1992. This was extra 

power to get the long train from 

Chicago to Denver.  
 

-Albert Novak Photo 

Left: Amtrak 231 (F40PH ) is 

parked in Salt Lake City with one 

of the two connecting trains, the 

Pioneer or the Desert Wind, in 

December 1985. You can see a 

second train parked behind the 

first.  
 

-Photographer Unknown,  

Andrew Novak Collection 

Left: The westbound California 

Zephyr makes an extended service 

stop at Sparks, Nevada on  

August 19, 1992. The Southern 

Pacific station and yard office can 

be seen at the right of the photo. 

Amtrak discontinued the Sparks 

stop in 2009, due to the close  

proximity to Reno.   

-Albert Novak Photo 
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Above: San Diego Trolley LRV 1013 is seen in downtown San Diego on July 23, 1981. The car was taking part in some pre-opening 

celebrations. The San Diego Trolley officially opened on July 26, 1981.  –Dennis D. Cowley Photo 
 

Below: San Francisco MUNI Boeing LRV 1242 is exiting the Sunset Tunnel on the N Line, bound from downtown San Francisco on 

April 15, 1980.  —William D. Volkmer Photo 
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Above: FNM 9297 (GP38-2) leads a passenger special for the American Railway Engineering Association in Ciudad Juarez,  

Mexico on November 11, 1992. The 9297 was built new for the NdeM and was later sold to HLCX and operated on the UP.  

 –A.J. Reinschmidt Photo 
 

Below: In mid-August, Metra unveiled their lasted heritage painted locomotive. Metro 90 (F59PHI) is seen here in the new  

Chicago & Northwestern heritage scheme. Number 90 began life as Amtrak Cascades 467.  —Mark Llanuza Photo via Metra 


