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Amtrak 228 (F40PH) leads the Pioneer at Vancouver, Washington in August of 1980. The train departed Seattle at 7:30 

AM and will arrive in Salt Lake City, Utah the following morning.  

–Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection  
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Pacific Railroad Society Museum 

210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.  

Telephone: (909) 394-0616.  

 

Museum Operating Hours are: 

Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM  

Our Museum is open to the public and admission is FREE!  
 

(Our museum is still closed in accordance with the Los 

Angeles County Health Department guidelines. We will 

reopen when it is safe for our volunteers and members of the 

public to visit. ) 
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Upcoming PRS Events: 
 

November 4: November Board Meeting 7:30 PM (Meeting 
may be conducted via telephone conference call.) 
 

November 10: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM 
 

November 13: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for 
the December Issue (See contact information below). 
 

December 2: December Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the 
Museum in San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue). 
(Hopefully back at the museum.) 
 

December 3: Wheel Clicks mailing  10:00 AM in San Dimas 
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616. 
 

December 11: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM 
 
In Person Meetings Suspended 

We have been invited to attend the virtual meetings hosted by  

The Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, Southern 

California Chapter (R&LHS). On page three you will find 

information on how to attend their meetings and a schedule of 

future meetings.  

 

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks 

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be 

sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If 

mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped 

envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion 

of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may 

be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the 

editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic 

format may not be included since it would have to be re-

typed. Thank You!  
 

Andrew Novak - Editor  

P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242 

Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com 
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Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) News 
 

RL&HS Virtual Meetings 
 

We will be having shared meetings with the RL&HS. 

We are working on a schedule where PRS will present 

a program every other month. Go to RailMeeting.org 

which links to the club’s Zoom meeting room. The vir-

tual doors open at 7:15 PM (Pacific Time) and the 

meetings begin at 7:30 PM.  The password is 3450. 
 

Meeting Schedule for 2020 and 2021: 

Tuesday November 10, 2020: RL&HS Program 

Friday December 11, 2020: PRS Program 

Tuesday January 12, 2021: RL&HS Program 

Friday February 12, 2021: PRS Program 
 

November Program:  

Southern California’s Inter-City Passenger Trains be-

fore Amtrak, Films of John McCourt. Years before 

railfans had smartphones to record video onto a com-

puter file, John McCourt used his motion picture cam-

era that required exposing train scenes onto color 

film.  During the final years before Amtrak, John trav-

eled onboard many Southern Pacific, Santa Fe, and 

Union Pacific passenger trains with his movie cam-

era.  He also included many off-the-train scenes of 

these former passenger trains passing by many loca-

tions, and stopped at several stations. John McCourt is 

a member and former director of R&LHS Southern 

California Chapter.  

 

PRS Election results:  

Ballots counted on October 9, 2020 

38 ballots submitted 
 

President: Marti Ann Draper - 38 votes 
 

Vice-President: Andrew Novak - 37 votes 
 

Secretary: Rick Reyes - 37 votes 
 

Treasurer: Virginia Grupp - 35 votes 

Treasurer: Russell Homan - 1 vote 
 

Director: David Coscia - 37 votes 

Director - Write-in  

Barry Draper - 4 votes 

Robert Gordon - 1 vote 

Al Novak - 1 vote 

Ken Acord - 1 vote 

Roya Fouladi - 1 vote  
 

Election certified by the Election Chair, David Coscia 

Stephanie Novak (1950-2020) 

On October 1, 2020, Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) 

lost one of our valued members and dedicated volun-

teers, Stephanie Novak. At the time of her passing, 

Stephanie was member #34. She had been a PRS 

Member since the 1970s and was a volunteer car host 

and escort on numerous PRS excursions. She was also 

a former PRS board member and was most recently our 

special events committee chair.  
 

As special events chair, Stephanie organized several 

successful PRS Holiday banquets, organized our Au-

gust 2018 “Trackless RDC” trip and most recently led 

a successful fund raising campaign early in 2020 while 

our museum was closed due to Covid-19 restrictions.  
 

She also volunteered her time with the Southern Pacif-

ic Historical & Technical Society (SPH&TS) helping 

to staff the Society’s company store table at their con-

ventions in Monterey (2018) and Ogden (2019).  
 

Stephanie meant so much to so many people she will 

be missed. The October PRS board meeting was ad-

journed in her memory.  

Stephanie and her husband Albert pose with SP 4449 (GS-4) 

in Yuma, Arizona on May 16, 1984. The couple were car 

hosts on PRS car 2397 while part of the Louisiana World’s 

Fair Daylight. –Bill Farmer Photo 

RailMeeting.org
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Tales From The Archive (Part 1) 

By Rick Reyes 
 

For six months now, the PRS has been stymied by the 

Coronavirus pandemic. In person membership meet-

ings can’t be held, excursions can’t be run, and the Pa-

cific Railroad Society Museum (PRM) is closed. We 

all hope that the situation will improve, at least just a 

little bit so we can at least meet with each other. Signs 

of hope are indeed happening. We have begun to join 

forces with the Electric Railway Historical Society 

(ERHA) and the Railway Locomotive Historical Socie-

ty (RLHS) and we are conducting joint membership 

meetings. Plans are also in the works for an excursion 

in early 2021.  
 

So what of the Pacific Railroad Society Museum? Yes, 

it has been shuttered for six months. However, it hasn’t 

been completely mothballed. Some important things 

have been indeed happening behind the scenes. I don’t 

think that there has been a ‘Museum Report’ for quite 

awhile. So here’s a short recap to bring us up to speed. 
 

About June 2019, long time Museum Committee 

Chairperson Dave Housh retired to pursue some of 

life’s precious gifts. Dave returns from time to time to 

check up on things. Dave was responsible for the 

“look” and “feel” of the PRM. Most, if not all the dis-

plays are due to Dave’s knowledge and creativity. 

Since his departure, the PRM, in some ways, was com-

parable to a boat without a rudder. It was this way for 

too many months. So important was Dave in the 

scheme of things, that Board of Directors were reluc-

tant to replace him and were hoping that he could be 

lured back. Well, that didn’t happen. Luckily, we had 

in our midst, a gentleman who has a lot of experience 

in running a historical society. Enter Dave Coscia. 

Dave is the Vice President and Board Member of the 

Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society. He is 

also a director on the PRS Board.  
 

He began working with the Museum Committee by 

volunteering as the PRM staff coordinator. As the coor-

dinator he made sure the museum was staffed and open 

for business. Despite his qualifications, he modestly 

waited until someone suggested he be appointed as 

Chairperson of the Museum Committee. Lucky for us 

he agreed.  

 

(To Be Continued) 

News Briefs 

25 Years of BNSF: September 22, 2020 marked the 

25th Anniversary of the BNSF.  The BNSF was creat-

ed when the Burlington Northern (BN) and the 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway (SF) merged 

to form one railroad. The merger of these two railroads 

created the largest freight railroad network in North 

America. BN was already a merger company consist-

ing of the Chicago Burlington & Quincy (CB&Q), 

Northern Pacific (NP), Great Northern (GN), Spokane, 

Portland & Seattle (SP&S), and the St Louis-San Fran-

cisco (Frisco).   

BNSF 8261 (SD75M) part of one of the first orders of 

locomotives to be delivered to the BNSF. It is seen 

here at Hobart Yard in Los Angeles on April 28, 1996. 

Today the 8261 is still on the BNSF and has been re-

numbered 261. –Andrew Novak Photo 

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks: 

We are working on stories on the following. Please 

contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos 

or information to contribute.  
 

-Black Hills Central Railroad 

-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs 

-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway 

-Amtrak P30CHs 

-Iowa Traction 

-SP/Amtrak FP7s 

-Amtrak’s Spirit of California 

-Amtrak’s North Coast Hiawatha 

-Sioux Chief Traintel in Sioux Falls,  

South Dakota 

-Reading T-1s 

-Canadian Pacific’s 4-4-4 “Jubilee Class”  

Thank you!  
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The Pioneer 

(A brief history - Part 1) 
 

By Andrew Novak 
 

Amtrak operated two connecting trains to the San 

Francisco Zephyr and later the California Zephyr. The 

first of these trains was the Pioneer, which offered ser-

vice between Salt Lake City, Utah and Seattle, Wash-

ington, providing passenger rail service through the 

southern portion of Idaho. The Pioneer carried Train 

numbers 25 & 26.  
 

The Pioneer was based on two passenger trains operat-

ed by the Union Pacific (UP), the City of Portland and 

the Portland Rose. The City of Portland operated from 

Chicago to Portland and the Portland Rose ran from 

Kansas City to Portland. Both of these trains bypassed 

the state of Utah on a route that ran between Wyoming 

and Idaho.  
 

During the 1960s, UP combined all of the “City” trains 

into one train from Chicago and while most of the 

trains split off in Ogden, Utah, the two Portland Trains 

were split off in Green River, Wyoming and continued 

on to Portland via Idaho.  The UP service to Portland 

was discontinued in May 1971 when Amtrak began 

operating passenger service across the country.  

When Amtrak began operating in 1971, the UP route to 

the Pacific Northwest was bypassed in favor of the for-

mer Great Northern Empire Builder route.   This by-

pass left southern Idaho without rail service.  
 

Eventually times changed, and a new train, the Pioneer 

was proposed to operate over the UP. Amtrak invested 

$500,000 to improve several stations along the route 

and adding passenger shelters at some of those stations 

between Salt Lake City and Portland.  
 

Prior to the official start of service of the Pioneer, 

Amtrak operated a special train from Seattle to Salt 

Lake City, making extended stops along the way. The 

extended stops allowed the public to see the new equip-

ment that would be used on the train. The special left 

Seattle on June 4, 1977 and bypassed the stations be-

tween Seattle and Portland.  It made overnight stops in 

La Grande, Oregon and Boise, Idaho and arrived in 

Salt Lake City on June 6, 1977. The display train was 

well received by the public along the route.  
 

The Pioneer officially began service from Seattle to 

Salt Lake City on June 7, 1977, with a connection to 

the San Francisco Zephyr in Ogden, Utah using brand 

new Amfleet coaches and a dinette for food service.  
 

(To Be Continued) 

Union Pacific 931 (E8A) with the Portland Rose in Pocatello, ID in April 1971.  

 –Roger Puta Photo 
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The Pioneer (Continued) 

Left: The sign board for Union Pacific’s Portland Rose at Denver Union Station in April 1971. –Roger Puta Photo. Right: Amtrak 

227 (F40PH) with a westbound Pioneer in the Blue Mountains near Kamela, Oregon. –Photo for Amtrak by La Grande Observer. 

Left: Amtrak 218 

(F40PH) with the  

Pioneer arriving in Salt 

Lake City on  

August 2, 1978.  

 

-George Cheatwood 

Photo 
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Above: Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority (LAMTA) “Blimp” 1543 is seen here on San Pedro St. in Los Angeles near the 

end of service in April 1961. This was the only Blimp painted in LAMTA’s green and green paint scheme. –George McLane Photo 
 

Below: A pair of Los Angeles Metro Siemens LRVs are seen here on the aerial structure between Los Angeles Union Station and the 

Chinatown Station on August 8, 2003. This two car train is on the Gold Line heading for Pasadena shortly after the line opened.  

 —Andrew Novak Photo 
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Above: Sound Transit 908 (F59PHI) with train 1515 at  Sumner, Washington  on October 5, 2020. This train is heading to Lake-

wood, Washington and originated in Seattle, Washington.  Sound Transit celebrated 20 years of service on September 18, 2020.  

 –Joshua Thurman Photo 
 

Below: “Home Made Spaghetti 99¢ ALL YOU CAN EAT” How could you pass that deal up? Two gentleman advertise the special 

at the Grand Imperial Hotel in Silverton, Colorado in August 1968. Behind them, Rio Grande narrow gauge 2-8-2s 476 and 478 

are waiting patiently for passengers. The 476 & 478 continue to operate on the Durango & Silverton and the Grand Imperial Hotel 

is still open.  —Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection 


