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Amtrak 383 (F40PH) leads the Pioneer at Pendleton, Oregon on May 25, 1989. Amtrak 383 was one of a few F40PHs to
be painted in Pacific Surfliner colors before retirement. In later years it served as a lease engine for the American Orient Express and was last reported with Rail World Locomotive Leasing as a parts locomotive.
–James A. Speaker Photo
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Upcoming PRS Events:
December 2: December Board Meeting 7:30 PM (Meeting
may be conducted via telephone conference call.)
December 11: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM
December 11: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the
January Issue (See contact information below).
January 6, 2021: January Board Meeting 7:30 PM at the
Museum in San Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue).
(Hopefully back at the museum.)
January 7, 2021 Wheel Clicks mailing 10:00 AM in San
Dimas (210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616.
January 12, 2021: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM
In Person Meetings Suspended
We have been invited to attend the virtual meetings hosted by
The Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, Southern
California Chapter (R&LHS). On page three you will find
information on how to attend their meetings and a schedule of
future meetings.
Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks
Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the
editors time constraints, any material not sent via electronic
format may not be included since it would have to be retyped. Thank You!

Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) News
RL&HS Virtual Meetings
We are having shared meetings with the RL&HS. We
are on a schedule where PRS will present a program
every other month. Go to RailMeeting.org which links
to the club’s Zoom meeting room. The virtual doors
open at 7:15 PM (Pacific Time) and the meetings begin
at 7:30 PM. The password is 3450.
Meeting Schedule for 2020 and 2021:
Friday December 11, 2020: PRS Program
Tuesday January 12, 2021: RL&HS Program
Friday February 12, 2021: PRS Program
Tuesday March 9, 2021: RL&HS Program
Friday April 9, 2021: PRS Program
December Program:
Harvey Laner will present his South African Railways
video. The fully-narrated program features steam, the
world famous Blue Train, and electrified commuter
trains on the Cape Town-Simonstown line taken during
Harvey’s trips to South Africa in the 1980s. The program then shifts to the excellent movies taken by railfans Bruce Ward and Pete Groom in the early 1970s
when Garrett, and Class 25 4-8-4 Northern Condensing
type steam locomotives ruled the rails there.

South African Railways 35-018 (U15C) is seen here at the
General Electric plant in Erie, Pennsylvania on April 6,
1972. Behind the narrow gauge 35-018 is an unfinished
Southern Pacific U33C. Based on internet research, it appears the 35-018 is still in service in South Africa while the
entire fleet of SP U33Cs have been scrapped.
-William D. Volkmer Photo
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Tales From The Archive (Part 2)
By Rick Reyes

Just prior to David Coscia becoming the museum
chairperson, your Secretary Rick Reyes retired from
Amtrak and became available for museum staffing and
work in our library. Now the museum was back on
course and David set some new goals and refocused
the aims of the museum. David and Vice President Andrew Novak cleared out the ADA restroom in the West
Display Room (enclosed freight dock) that was choked
with stored donations and other material. They were
done just in time for the San Dimas Christmas tree
lighting celebration. Things were just humming along.
The museum was open three days a week. Tours were
being conducted, merchandise was being sold, donations were made and there was even some research
being done in the archive. Then the pandemic hit.
As you all know, just like in a derailment, everything
ground to an abrupt halt. Because of the State and
County mandates, the museum was more or less abandoned for about three months. During that time, only
our President, Marti Ann Draper could check up on our
lonesome museum. This was because, as an Amtrak
Conductor, she was deemed by the government as an
“Essential Worker,” and as such, she was given written
authorization by the Amtrak Police Department to be
out and about. Though all she could really do was pick
up the mail, issue checks to our creditors and check
messages.
On June 12, 2020 the California State Department of
Public Health began its ill-fated phased reopening.
Bars, restaurants, gyms, TV and film production, zoos,
galleries, and museums were allowed to re-open. The
museum did not open because the Museum Committee
did not have a reopening plan or protocols in place, nor
did we have a clear understanding of the complex requirements mandated by the state. The Museum Committee, like other small museums, did not have any
experience with this kind of problem, nor the bureaucracy involved. After obtaining “Reopening Protocol
for Museums, Galleries, Zoos and Aquariums Appendix M” issued by the health department of Los Angeles
County, the Museum Committee started plans for a
reopening for July.
(Continued on Page 4)
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Tales From The Archive Continued

News Briefs

On June 28, with virus cases and hospitalizations rising
across the state, the Governor ordered bars in seven
counties including Los Angeles to close. On July 1, the
Governor ordered closure of indoor operation of bars
restaurants, museums, galleries, zoos, and aquariums
for twenty one days. This was updated on July 17 to
extend this closure until further notice. So it turned out
that even if the Museum Committee had a plan in
place, we would have only been open for sixteen days.

Rio Grande Stock Car: Former Denver and Rio
Grande Western stock car 39210 was recently moved
from the Sonoma Depot Park to the Niles Canyon
Railway (NCR). The car was deemed surplus by Sonoma and will be a welcome addition to the NCR. Still at
the Sonoma Depot are SP caboose 1130 and PFE refer
4636.

During this time the Museum Committee drew up required documentation, plans, protocols and obtained
supplies that would allow us to reopen. We are now
ready to go. However, the Coronavirus situation in the
County of Los Angeles has not appreciably improved
and the museum remains closed.
As preparations to reopen were being made, other
things were happening at the museum. We established
an eBay account and have begun selling off some of
the books and items surplus to the museum. While we
have been able to raise some funds for the museum
with these sales, it still does not equal the amount we
would have made if our doors were open. These sales
have reduced the amount of items stored in our museum and will help us focus our efforts on preserving
items that fit our mission.
(To Be Continued)

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks:
We are working on stories for the following. Please
contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos
or information to contribute.
-Black Hills Central Railroad
-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs
-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway
-Amtrak P30CHs
-Iowa Traction
-SP/Amtrak FP7s
-Amtrak’s Spirit of California
-Amtrak’s North Coast Hiawatha
-Sioux Chief Traintel in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota
-Reading T-1s
-Canadian Pacific 4-4-4 “Jubilee Class”
Thank you!

SLGW Sold: The privately-owned short-line railroad
Salt Lake Garfield and Western has been sold to Patriot Rail Company LLC. The SLGW operates 26 miles
of track around Salt Lake City, Utah and at one time
provided interurban service to the famous Saltair resort
on the Great Salt Lake.

SLGW DS3 with passenger cars at the railroad’s yard
in Salt Lake City in 1977. –Photographer Unknown
Atherton Station to Close: In November, the Caltrain
board of directors voted to close the station in Atherton
due to low ridership. Since 2005, the stop has been
only available on weekend Caltrain runs. Unknown
when the station will close, but the town of Atherton
approves of the closure. Atherton has been a stop on
the San Jose to San Francisco route since 1866. The
photo below comes from Tumbenhaur via Wikipedia.
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The Pioneer
(A brief history - Part 2)

By Andrew Novak
In 1978, a sleeper was added to the Pioneer. On April
26, 1981, a through coach from the Pioneer to the San
Francisco Zephyr was added to the train. A through
sleeper to Chicago was added to the Pioneer on October 31, 1982.
The Amfleet equipment was replaced with Superliners
beginning in 1981, although the low-level sleeper remained until 1982, when there were enough Superliners for the entire train. With the Pioneer and the San
Francisco Zephyr all-Superliner, the through cars were
exchanged between the two trains in Ogden, Utah. In
1983, when the Rio Grande Zephyr was discontinued,
Amtrak shifted the exchange of cars from Ogden to
Salt Lake City.
The Pioneer continued to operate out of Salt Lake City
until 1991. With the two connecting trains, Amtrak’s
California Zephyr had become one of the longest trains
in there system when it departed Chicago. This long
train needed extra locomotives to get it through the
Rocky Mountains between Denver and Salt Lake City.
The decision was made to split the Pioneer off from
the Zephyr in Denver and it would operate on the Union Pacific through Wyoming, thus reducing the train
size over the Rocky Mountains. This change took effect on June 17, 1991. With this change, two new Thruway bus connections were offered. The first was a bus
connecting with the train at Borie, Wyoming to take
passengers to Cheyenne, Wyoming, and the second
was a bus from Ogden to Salt Lake City.

Amtrak 352 (F40PH) with the
Pioneer, services the stop at
Borie, Wyoming on September
12, 1993. The bus next to the
train is the connection to
Cheyenne, Wyoming.
-Marty Bernard Photo
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On November 4, 1993, Amtrak reduced service on the
Pioneer from daily to three times-a-week. The train
departed Denver and Seattle on Monday, Wednesday
and Saturday. During this time, the California Zephyr
continued to operate on a daily schedule.
In January 1997, Amtrak announced that the Pioneer
would be canceled on May 10, 1997. At that time, the
Congressionally funded mandate to keep the service
would expire. The states that the Pioneer operated
through where given till March 15 to secure funding to
keep the service.
There was one proposal to make the Pioneer an allcoach train that also carried mail and express from Chicago to Portland. This proposal would have the train
operate entirely on the Union Pacific, and would bypass Ogden. But this plan and other attempts to fund
the Pioneer failed, and the train was canceled in May
1997.
In 2008, a study was done to explore the idea of restoring the Pioneer, but it was determined the ridership
was not there. One factor was the low cost and short
travel time of airline flights from Seattle to Salt Lake
City. There are still some Amtrak signs at stations
along the route and there is still an Amtrak shelter in
Shoshone, Idaho.

The Pioneer was the last intercity passenger train to
serve Ogden Union Station. Ogden was at one time the
crossroads of the west for passenger trains going to and
from California. Today, Ogden Union Station is a museum and Utah Transit Authority’s Frontrunner commuter trains from Salt Lake City stop at a platform just
north of the station. WC
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The Pioneer (Continued)

Left: Amtrak 255 (F40PH) blasts
through The Dalles, Oregon in
1989 with the Pioneer in tow. This
was the only time the editor ever
photographed the Pioneer.
-Andrew Novak Photo

Right: Amtrak 261 (F40PH) with
the westbound Pioneer at Otto,
Wyoming on April 18, 1993.
-Al Chione Photo

Left: Amtrak 348 (F40PH) with
the eastbound Pioneer at Hanna,
Wyoming on June 14, 1993.
-Al Chione Photo
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Above: Cleveland RTA Breda LRVs 817 and 829 are making the stop at the Campus in Shaker Heights in August 1982. This was
trackage once operated by the Shaker Heights Rapid Transit. –Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection
Below: Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) trolleys 204 and 187 are seen here on Main Street at Beale Street in downtown
Memphis, Tennessee on May 19, 1994. MATA’s trolley operation began in 1993, and these two cars were acquired from Porto,
Portugal. —James Smith Photo
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Above: Fresh from the factory, Santa Fe 8726 (U36C) is parked outside the General Electric plant in Erie, Pennsylvania on March
20, 1973. Santa Fe rebuilt the locomotive into a SF30C and renumbered the locomotive 9530. The locomotive was last reported on
the Ferrocaril del Sureste (Ferrosur) roster in Mexico. –William D. Volkmer Photo
Below: Canadian National (CN) 6060 (4-8-2) leads a special excursion train out of Toronto, Ontario on April 29, 1978. The special excursion commemorated the opening of the GO Transit commuter line between Toronto and Richmond Hill. The 6060 was
used on many excursions in Canada until 1980 when the locomotive was retired by CN. There is currently an effort underway to
restore the locomotive, now owned by the Rocky Mountain Rail Society –J. Bryce Lee Photo

