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Union Pacific 932 (E8A) leads the last eastbound City of Los Angeles on April 30, 1971. The train is making the station
stop at East Los Angeles for the last time. —Jay Roberts Photo
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Pacific Railroad Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization staffed by volunteers. The Society
supports rail car preservation and restoration; railroad
excursions; a museum which preserves and displays railroad
literature, photos, artifacts and a resource library; railroad
related education; social events; and publications. The public
is welcome to participate in the Society’s events, operations,
and facilities. The Society is funded by memberships,
donations, grants, and fundraising activities.

As of April 1, 2018, PRS members have a choice of paper or
pdf (electronic version) of Wheel Clicks. Please note the
paper version is $5 more to cover the cost of mailing First

Class.
Participating Member (PDF)......................... $45.00 per year
Participating Member (Paper)....................... $50.00 per year
Sustaining Member (PDF)...........ccccceeiieee.. $60.00 per year
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Pacific Railroad Society Museum
210 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773.
Telephone: (909) 394-0616.

Museum Operating Hours are:

(Our museum is still closed in accordance with the Los
Angeles County Health Department guidelines. We will
reopen when it is safe for our volunteers and members of the
public to visit. )
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Upcoming PRS Events:

February 2: February Board Meeting 7:30 PM. (Meeting to
be conducted via telephone conference call.)

February 12: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM.

February 12: Deadline for Wheel Clicks submissions for the
March Issue (See contact information below).

March 2: March Board Meeting 7:30 PM. (Meeting to be
conducted via telephone conference call.)

March 4: Wheel Clicks mailing 10:00 AM in San Dimas.
(210 West Bonita Avenue) (909) 394-0616.

March 9: Virtual Meeting with RL&HS at 7:30 PM.

In Person Meetings Suspended

We are now having virtual meetings with The Railway and
Locomotive Historical Society, Southern California Chapter
(R&LHS). On page three you will find information on how to
attend these meetings and a schedule of future meetings.

Submission of Material for Wheel Clicks

Stories, information, and photos for Wheel Clicks should be
sent directly to the editor at the contact information below. If
mailing in items, please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope or material will be considered a donation. Inclusion
of said material is at the sole discretion of the editor and may
be edited or serialized due to space constraints. Due to the
editor’s time constraints, any material not sent via electronic
format may not be included since it would have to be re-
typed. Thank You!

Andrew Novak - Editor
P.O. Box 2383 Downey, CA 90242
Or via email at rtd1121@yahoo.com
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Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) News
RL&HS Virtual Meetings

We are having shared meetings with the RL&HS. We
are on a schedule where PRS will present a program
every other month. Go to RailMeeting.org which links
to the club’s Zoom meeting room. The virtual doors
open at 7:15 PM (Pacific Time) and the meetings begin
at 7:30 PM. The password is 3450.

Meeting Schedule for 2021:

Friday February 12, 2021: PRS Program.
Tuesday March 9, 2021: RL&HS Program.
Friday April 9, 2021: PRS Program.
Tuesday May 11, 2021: RL&HS Program.
Friday June 11, 2021: PRS Program.

February Program:

In October of 2004, Trains Unlimited Tours sponsored
a two-week railfanning adventure that spanned the far
reaches of Argentina. Harvey Laner’s program begins
in Buenos Aires at the standard gauge and broad gauge
FerroClub sites. At the standard gauge location, for-
mer Pacific Electric equipment has been saved from
the scrapper after use on the General Urquiza Railway.
The broad-gauge site has the last operating export
Baldwin Shark Nose diesel in Argentina. The Baldwin
powers a charter train made up of the ex-Chesapeake
and Ohio, Budd-built “Chessie” passenger train. The
group then visits the historic streetcar line where trams
operate on a one-and-a-quarter mile loop in the Cabal-
lito neighborhood of Buenos Aires. We then board the
broad gauge Tren Patagonico for the two day and two-
night trip across the Argentinian Pampas into Patago-
nia. There we transfer from the 5-ft 6-in broad gauge
train to the 2-ft 5 2 inch double-headed steam powered
narrow gauge Old Patagonian Express. Experience a
memorable five-day adventure on the historic 250-mile
-long narrow-gauge line where trains are powered by
Baldwin and Henschel Mikados dating back to 1922.
After a brief stay in scenic Bariloche, the program con-
cludes back in Buenos Aires with a visit to the three
Retiro district commuter rail line terminals serving Ar-
gentina’s Capital city. The Retiro stations host an in-
teresting mix of standard gauge, meter gauge and broad
-gauge commuter trains, some powered by Alco export
model RSD-16 locomotives shipped to Argentina in
the late 1950s.
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Pacific Railroad Society (PRS) News continued

Welcome New Members!
At our January 5, 2021 board meeting we voted in two new
members. Welcome aboard!

David Johnson
David Wright

PRS on eBay

Because our museum has been closed most of 2020, we are
looking at different ways to raise funds for the society. One
way we have found is to sell surplus items on eBay. We are
currently offering books, timetables, and even some model
train items. To find our eBay page, search for seller:
pacificrailroadsociety

PRS elections coming soon

Have you ever considered running for office at Pacific Rail-
road Society? Well now is your chance. We are looking for
members willing to serve as:

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director

Since the pandemic began we have been holding our board
meetings via conference call, either on the phone or comput-
er, so you no longer need to attend in-person meetings in
San Dimas. If you would like to run, please email the society
at: info@pacificrailroadsociety.org or make a nomination at
the February Meeting. The nominations will be announced at
our February Meeting, which will be held virtually on Feb-
ruary 12, 2021 via Zoom.

Coming to future issues of Wheel Clicks:
We are working on stories for the following. Please
contact the editor, (see page 2), if you have photos

or information to contribute.

-Black Hills Central Railroad
-LARy, LATL, and LAMTA PCCs
-Leonard’s M&O/Tandy Center Subway
-Amtrak P30CHs
-lowa Traction
-SP/Amtrak FP7s
-Amtrak’s Spirit of California
-Amtrak’s North Coast Hiawatha
-Sioux Chief Traintel in Sioux Falls, SD
-Reading T-1 4-8-4s
-Canadian Pacific 4-4-4 “Jubilee Class”
Thank you!
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Your Opportunity to Conduct our Next Move
By Marti Ann Draper

Since March of last year, the world of passenger rail-
roading has been completely disrupted. This includes
national passenger carrier, Amtrak, as well as regional
railroads, commuter lines, and tourist operations, as
well as operating museums. In the same way that res-
taurants, bars, theaters, and small retailers have been
forced out of business until the threat of Covid-19 in-
fection has passed, non-profits like Pacific Railroad
Society are unable to go about their regular business.

I have previously talked to you about the difficulties
we face. Now, it’s up to us to decide what we are will-
ing and able to do as we face the unknown future.

PRS dues are due each March, and with last month’s
Wheel Clicks we each got a reminder notice. Right
now, we have fewer than 300 members. If they all
renew, we can count on enough income to keep us go-
ing until this fall, when opportunities to run our private
car, the National Forum, as well as opening up our mu-
seum in the Santa Fe San Dimas station will again be
possible. So, please renew!

Also, if you have ever considered giving a gift mem-
bership to someone you know who likes railroads, now
would be an excellent time to do so. They will certain-
ly look forward to the monthly arrival of Wheel Clicks,
and will be the first to know about our resumption of
activities. Do you have a child, husband, cousin, or
friend who likes to keep up on the railroad scene? If
they join now, they will be helping to keep one of the
west’s first and foremost railfan organizations alive.

We will be reaching out to railfans throughout the area
to join in this effort. By joining PRS now, they can
make sure that excursions, historic preservation, and
our museum will be there for them to learn from and
enjoy.

This is also the time for us to elect our officers. In
addition to the Directors at Large, there are four elected
officers, the President, Vice-President, Secretary, and
Treasurer. [ have tried to keep all of you up on the
challenges which I have encountered in the office of
President. I agree with the philosophy expressed by
President Harry Truman in the sign on his desk, “The
buck stops here.”
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If there’s no one else on hand to deal with a crisis, it’s
my job as President to make sure the job gets done.
This has gotten to be tough and tiresome. So, if any
of you want to step forward to be President of PRS,
here’s your big chance. We would love to have your
stamina and fresh ideas to lead us. Let us know as
soon as you can by contacting David Coscia or
Andrew Novak through the website;
pacificrailroadsociety.org If none of you are willing to

take this on, I will continue to try to do the best I can
to help shepherd PRS through this tough situation. We

Above: The main waiting room at Los Angeles Union
Station. Currently only ticketed passengers are al-
lowed in the area. There was also ceiling work being
done when this photo was taken on December 31,
2020. Below: BNSF 140 (GP60M) leads the eastbound
local through Glendora in June of 2019. Currently this
section of railroad is being rebuilt to accommodate the
Gold Line extension.

Both photos by Marti Ann Draper
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News Briefs

Boston & Maine GP-9: The 470 Railroad Club has
recently purchased former Boston & Maine (B&M) GP
-9 1741 from the Heber Valley Railroad. The 1741 was
built by EMD in 1957, and when Guilford took over
the B&M, it became Springfield Terminal 72. Guilford
became Pan Am Railways and the 72 is still in Guil-
ford colors. In 2018, the Heber Valley Railroad in Utah
purchased three GP-9s from Pan Am Railways: 52, 72
& 77. Pan Am 52 and 77 were sent to Utah and are op-
erating on the Heber Valley, while 72 was stored at the
Pam Am shops in Waterville, Maine. The 470 Railroad
Club plans to restore the 72 to B&M 1741 and operate
it on the Conway Scenic Railroad. (Information from
470 Railroad Club.)

Pan Am 72 (GP-9) in Guilford colors, prepares to cross
Main Street in Norridgewock, Maine in 2010.
—Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection

San Diego PCC 502: Former San Diego Electric Rail-
way PCC 502 has moved from South Lake Tahoe to its
new home, the Western Railway Museum at Rio Vista
Junction (WRM). The car made the trip on December
30 & 31, 2020. WRM plans to restore the 1937-built
PCC. (Information and photo below from WRM Face-
book page.)
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News Briefs Continued

Patton Depot Razed: The former Santa Fe depot in
Patton, east of San Bernardino, was demolished in late
December, early January. The Moorish-style depot
opened in 1898 on the Santa Fe branch between San
Bernardino and Redlands. The ticket agency there
closed in 1938 and rail service to Patton was aban-
doned in the 1960s. The depot was on land owned by
the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, who deemed
the building unsafe and had it demolished.
(Information from Highland Community News.)

The former Santa Fe depot in Patton on
March 22, 2018 —David Lessig Photo

Saving SP 2395: The Friends of 4449 in Portland, Ore-
gon, are currently raising funds to purchase and move
former Southern Pacific Shasta Daylight Coach 2395
to Portland. The car was built in 1949 and in 1973, be-
came Amtrak 7511. In 1976, it was acquired by Sierra
Western and renumbered 511. It was one of the cars
used in the 1984 World’s Fair Daylight train and also
operated on the Northcoast Daylight Trains out of Eu-
reka. The Friends of 4449 has set up a GoFundMe
page to raise money to purchase the car. Donations can
be made by visiting: https://gofund.me/53b0202d
(Information from Friends of 4449)

SP 2395 as Sierra Western Coach 511 in Martinez on
May 16, 1981. —Don Jewell Photo
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Amtrak’s Desert Wind - Part 1
By Andrew Novak

The Desert Wind was the second train that connected to
the San Francisco Zephyr and later the California
Zephyr. The Desert Wind ran from Los Angeles to Og-
den, Utah via Las Vegas, Nevada and Salt Lake City,
Utah. It was Amtrak Trains 35 and 36.

Prior to the Desert Wind, passenger service along this
line was provided by Union Pacific (UP) with two
trains, the Challenger, and the City of Los Angeles.
While originally separate trains, the Challenger and the
City of Los Angeles were eventually merged into one
train. Both trains ran from Los Angeles to Chicago.
Eventually the City of Los Angeles was operated as part
of the City of Everywhere from Chicago to Ogden,
where the City of Los Angeles portion was split off. It
continued to Los Angeles via Salt Lake City and Las
Vegas. The City of Los Angeles made its final runs on
May 1, 1971 with the creation of Amtrak. Amtrak
chose not to operate passenger service on the Union
Pacific between Los Angeles and Ogden, leaving Las
Vegas without passenger rail service. Amtrak favored
the Santa Fe route for service between Los Angeles and
Chicago.

There was demand for passenger service between Los
Angeles and Las Vegas, and on February 4, 1972,
Amtrak operated the first Las Vegas Fun Train. This
train was patterned after the Reno Fun Train which
operated during the winter months between Oakland
and Reno, Nevada. The Las Vegas Fun Train was
sponsored by the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce
and ran weekends only. The train made one stop in Las
Vegas, at the Union Plaza hotel. The Union Plaza hotel
opened on July 2, 1971 and was built on the site of the
former Union Pacific passenger station. The Union Pla-
za was eventually renamed The Plaza and for many
years, had a small Amtrak station in the back of the
hotel. It was the only Amtrak Station in the US located
in a casino. The Las Vegas Fun Train ran on weekends
only, leaving Los Angeles on Friday and returning
from Las Vegas on Sunday. In March of 1972, the train
schedule was changed. The train would leave Los An-
geles on Sunday and return from Las Vegas on Tues-
day. This switch was done to help drum up weekday
business in Las Vegas. The Las Vegas Fun Train was
not that popular, and it was canceled in May 1972.
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The next attempt at passenger service to Las Vegas
was the Las Vegas Celebrity Train. These excursion
trains were sponsored by the Las Vegas Charter Ser-
vice and passengers were able to book packages that
included the train fare and hotel nights at 12 Las Ve-
gas area hotels. Each of these excursion trains also had
a special celebrity host on board. The first Las Vegas
Celebrity Train departed Los Angeles on September
20, 1974. The Celebrity trains departed Los Angeles at
2:00 PM on Wednesday (Not on Holidays), Friday and
Sunday. The trains were scheduled to arrive in Las
Vegas at 9:40 PM. There was a short layover in Las
Vegas and return trains departed at midnight, arriving
in Los Angeles at 8:00 AM the following morning.
Amtrak used equipment from the Sunset Limited for
the Celebrity train which operated on the Sunset’s off
days. The equipment was a mix of former Santa Fe Hi
-Level cars and low-level cars. It was also common to
see private cars on the Celebrity trains. The last Las
Vegas Celebrity Train operated on April 27, 1975.

The last of the special Las Vegas trains was the short-
lived Las Vegas Limited. Like the old Las Vegas Fun
Train, the Las Vegas Limited left Los Angeles on Fri-
day and returned on Sunday. This train operated out of
Los Angeles on the Santa Fe, stopping in Pasadena,
Pomona, San Bernardino, and Barstow. From Barstow
it continued on the Union Pacific for the rest of the
trip to Las Vegas. This train was one of the only spe-
cial trains to Las Vegas that appeared in the Amtrak
timetable and carried train numbers 781 and 782 and it
began service in May 1976.

Train 782 departed Los Angeles at 1:30 PM and ar-
rived in Las Vegas at 8:55 PM. Train 781 departed
Las Vegas at 2:00 PM and arrived in Los Angeles at
9:30 PM. The train was sponsored by the State of Ne-
vada, who agreed to cover the operating losses. The
State of Nevada, in turn, contracted with Iron Horse
Inc to provide promotion and marketing for the train.
The contract also provided that Iron Horse Inc would
cover the State of Nevada’s losses from the operation
of the train. Like the Celebrity train, package deals
were offered with 11 area hotels that included hotel
rooms and rail fare. The ridership never materialized
and the last Las Vegas Limited ran on August 6, 1976.

In Part 2, the start of the Desert Wind.
(To be Continued...)
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Above: The last City of Los Angeles arrived in Los Angeles on May 2, 1971. The final train, led by UP 904 (E9A) is seen here at
Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal shortly after arrival. —Ed Von Nordeck Photo

Below: Amtrak 220 (F40PH) leads the final Las Vegas Limited at San Bernardino. The train is bound for Los Angeles and the his-
tory books on August 6, 1976. —Roy Gabriel Photo/Brent MacGregor Collection
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Above: SEPTA 2259 (PCC) is on Line 60 on West Allegheny Avenue approaching Glenwood Avenue in Philadelphia, PA in August
1977. 2259 was one of several PCCs painted in a red, white, blue scheme for the Bicentennial in 1976. Line 60 was converted to
bus a month after this photo was taken in September 1977. —Photographer Unknown/Andrew Novak Collection

Below: Santa Fe 5996 (FP45u) leads an officer’s special through Highland Park on January 1, 1986. The train is returning from
Pasadena where officials watched the Rose Parade. The locomotive is in the “Kodachrome” scheme for the failed Southern
Pacific/Santa Fe merger. ATSF 5996 was destroyed in a wreck on Cajon Pass on December 14, 1994.

—Dick Stephenson Photo




